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ATA MAZA MALE JEEVA
(Now | Remain for Mayself)

Bahinabai Choudhury (Marathi)

There was no end to the tears
flowing from eyes.

| have cried so much.

Now tears have run out;

sobs remain.

Tears have run out,
giving me some respite.
Don't cry without tears
C my Heart.

Tell me. O Mother Earth,
how did it all happen?
How did the tree vanish
leaving its shadow behind?

‘The gods have gone

to their heavenly home;
Two golden boys smile
before your eyes.
Don't cry, O Heart.

Don't cry, O heart.

Crying to you is second nature.

Make your tears laugh a fittle!
That's what gives life on earth
a bit of taste

The vermilion mark -

is wiped off my forehead;
only the tattoo remains
to welcome fate.

The bangles are broken,
but the wrists can still
wrestle with fate.

The mangalasutra

no more graces my neck;
but the vows taken,

. hand on the neck,

still endure.

No, my sweet women,
do not weep for me.
| am now at peace;
now it's all between
my heart and me -x
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THE GLOW-WORM’S GLEAM

Narain Shyam (Sindhi)

There is a gleam of the glow-worm,
The night is dark and long the journey.
Light takes one step and darkness another
There is a gleam of the glow-worm,
The night is dark and long the journey.
Now here and now there
flashes of light emanate.
There is a gleam of the glow-worm,
The night is dark and long the journey.
_This light falls drop by drop but darkness
is complete thirst.
There is a gleam of the glow-worm,
The night is dark and long the journey.
As you glance, now it glows and now it dies,
But the path darkens more and more,
There is a gleam of the glow-worm,
The night is dark and long the journey.
Perhaps one may complete this life's
pilgrimage only thus.
There is a gleam of the glow-worm.
The night is dark and long the journey v
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AT LAST THE WOMEN ARE MOVING

Genevieve Taggard (America)

Last, walking with stiff legs as if they carried bundles

Came mothers, housewives, old women who knew why they abhorred war.
Their clothes bunched about them, they hobbled with anxious steps

To keep with the stride of the marchers, erect, bearing wide banners.

Such women looked odd, marching on American asphalt.
Kitchens they knew, sinks, suds, stew-pots and pennies.
Dull hurry and worry, clatter, wet hands and backache.
Here they were out in the glare on the militant march.

How did these timid, the slaves of breakfast and supper

~ Getoutin the line, drop for once dish-rag and broom?
Here they are as work-wom as stitchers and fitters.
Mama have you got some grub, now none of their business

Oh, but these who know in their growing sons and their husbands
How the exhausted body needs sleep, how often needs food,
These, whose business is keeping the body alive,

These are ready, if you talk their language, to strike,

Kitchen is small, the family story is sad.
Outof the musty flats the women come thinking. «
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HER HEAD
Joan Murray (American)

Near Ekuvukeni,

in Natal, South Africa,

a woman carries water on her head.
After a year of drought,

when one child in three is at risk of death,
she returns from a distant well,

carrying water on her head.

The pumpkins are gone,

the tomatoes withered,

yet the woman carries water on her head.
The cattle kraals are empty,

the goats gaunt —

no milk now for children, _
but she is carrying water on her head. ~

The engineers have reversed the river:

those with power can keep their power,

but one woman is carrying water on her head.
In the homelands, where the dusty crowds
watch the empty roads for water trucks,

one woman trusts herself with treasure,

and carries water on her head.

The sun does not dissuade her,

nor the dried earth that blows against her, .
as she carries the water on her head.

In a huge and dirty pail,

with an idle handle,

resting on a narrow can, : _
this woman is carrying water on her head.

This woman, who girds her neck

with safety pins, this cne

who carries water on her head,

trusts her own head to bring to her people
what they need now

between life and death:

She is carrying them water on her head «
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THE SOLITARY REAPER
William Wordsworth

Behold her, single in the field,
Ycu solitary Highland lass!
Reaping and singing by herself
Stop here, or gently pass!
Alone she cuts and binds

the grain,

And sings a melanchaly strain;
O listen! for the Vale profound
Is overflowing with the sound.

No Nightingale did ever chavent
More welcoms notes {0 weary
bands

Of travellers in some shady havn{,
Among Arabian sands

A voice so thrilling ne’er was heard
In spring time from the Cuckoo-bird,
Breaking the silence of the seas
Among the farthest Hebrides.

Will no one tell me what she sings?
Perhaps the plaintive numbers flow
For old, unhappy far-off things.

And battles long ago :

Or is it some more humble lay,
Familiar matter of to-day?

Some natural sorrow, loss or pain,
That has been, and may be again?

Whate'er the theme, the maiden sang
As if her song could have no ending

| saw her singing at her work,

And o'er the sickle bending

| listened, motionless and still

And, as | morented up the hill,

The music in my heart | bare,

Long after it was heard no more.
(The sweet melody of the girl's

song resounded in the poet's ears
long after she had finished singging.) «
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THEORIES OF TIME AND SPACE

Natasha Trethewey

You can get there from here, though
there’s no going home.

Everywhere you go will be somewhere
you've never been. Try his :

head south on Mississippi 49, one-
by-one mile markers ticking off

another minute of your life, Follow this
to its natural conclusion - dead end

at the coast, the pier at Gulfport where
riggings of shrimp boats are loose stitches

in a sky threatening rain. Cross over
the man-made beach, 26 miles of sand

dumped on a mangrove swamp - buried
terrain of the past. Bring only

what you must carry - tome of memory
its random blank pages. On the dock

where you board the baot for Ship Island,
someone will take your picture :

the photegraph - who you were -
will be waiting when you return
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OUR HOMELAND

Putto Oka Sukanta (Indonesian)

Our homeland is one and the same
Whether it be here or outside

Time and space can not be seperated
| see the moon through a keyhole
You watch it rise over the sky.

The moon too is one and the same
For all our homeland one times

In different places

Heart beat in your chest

Do you sound different from me? «
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WHERE DID MY BOY FLY AWAY
Yannis Ritsos (Greek)

Son, my flesh and blood, marrow of my bones, heart of my heart,
Sparrow of my tiny country yard, flower of my loneliness.

Where did my boy fly away? Where's he gone?

Where's he leaving me?

The bird cage is empty now, not a drop of water in the font
Whatever made your eyes close and you are

blind to my Tears

How are you frozen in your tracks and

deaf to my biter words «
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A SEED’S DREAM
Ke Yan (China)

_In aicy icy century
I hid in the brown brown earth.
Like a small, small silent fish
Sunk, sunk in the sea’s green depths.
Fish move freely in the sea '
While | rest my mother’s arms
Juices moistening my shell
And a dream gestating deep in' my heart.
The dream accompanies my deep sighs -
As root hairs suck gently for me, :
And bit by drop | scrape together strength
To breach the pressing layer of earth.
I think back to the radiant sunlight
And the broad vistas of the earth
And when | think that they think back to me
Raindrops of mutual longing fall
And | can grow two bright green leaves
To greet the spring wind's down-soft words
I will stretch my loins and limbs lazily
I will burst the snow and ice slowly
Then | will. open gorgeous blooms™ : .~
Each petal fragile, childlike
A bee will circle me tirelessly
A call me the fairest thing on earth.
| shall want to believe its vows
Become drunk on its busy promises,
1 shall surrender love wholeheartedly
So that clear golden honey may be brewed from life .
_ And when the wind shakes down my fruit
" And blow it to another field

" ... 1 will meltin to my mother's bosom

Trusting that next spring will be yet more beautiful. #
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Auto Biography
Nazim Hikmet (Turki)

| was born in 1902
| never once went back to my birthplace
I don't like to turn back
at three | served as a pasha’s grandson in Aleeppo
at nineteen as a student at Moscow Communist
University
at forty-nine | was back in Moscow as the Tcheka
Party’'s guest
and I've been a poet since | was fourteen
some people know a/l about plants some about fish
| know separation
some people know the names of the stars by heart
| recite absences e
I've slept in prisons and in grand hotels
I've known hunger even a hunger strike and there's
almost no food
| haven't tasted
. at thirty they wanted to hang me
at forty-eight to give me the Peace Prize
which they did
at thirty-six | covered four square meters of concrete in
half a year
at fifty-nine I flew from Prague to Havana in eighteen hours
I never saw Lenin | stood watch at his coffin in '24
in '61 the tomb | visit is his books
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they tried to tear me away from my party
it didn’t work
nor was | crushed under the falling idols
in '51 | sailed with a young friend into the teeth of
death
in '52 | spent four months flat on my back with a
broken heart
waiting to die
| was jealous of the women | loved
| didn’t envy Charlie Chaplin one bit
| deceived my women
I never talked my friends’ backs
| drank but not every day
| earned my bread money honestly what happiness
out of embarrassment for others | lied
| lied so as not to hurt someone else
but | also lied for no reason at all
I've ridden in trains planes and cars
most people don't get the chance
| went to opera
most people haven't even heard of the opera
and since '21 | haven’t gone to the places most people
visit
mosques churches temples synagogues sorcerers
but I've had my coffee grounds read
my writings are published in thirty or forty languages
in my Turkey in my Turkish they're banned
cancer hasn't caught up with me yet
and nothing says it will
I'll never be a prime minister or anything like that
and | wouldn’t want such a life
nor did | go to war
or burrow in bomb shelters in the bottom of the night
and | never had to take to the road under diving planes
but | fell in love at almost sixty
in short comrades
even if today in Berlin I'm croaking of grief
| can say I've lived like a human being
and who knows
how much longer I'll live
what else will happen to me «

]
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IDENTITY CARD

Mahmoud Darwish (Palestinian)

Record!
I am an Arab
And my identity card is number fifty thousand
| have eight children
And the nineth is coming after a summer
Will you be angry?

Record!
| am an Arab
Employed with fellow workers at a quarry

| have eight children

| get thern bread
Garments and books

from the rocks..

| do not supplicate charity at your doors
Nor do | belittle myself at the footsteps of your chamber

So will you be angry?

Record!
1 am an Arab )
| have a name without a title
Patient in a country
Where people are enraged
My roots
Were entrenched before the birth of time
And before the opening of the eras
Before the pines, and the olive trees
And before the grass grew

My father.. descends from the family of the plow
Not from a privileged class
And my grandfather..was a farmer

Neither well-bred, nor well-born!

Teaches me the pride of the sun

Before teaching me how to read

And my house is like a watchman'’s hut

Made of branches and cane

e (e 9T/ ve




Are you satisfied wifh my status?
I have a name without a itie!

" Record!
| am an Arab

You have stolen the orchards of my ancestors

And the land which | cultivated
Along with my children
And you left nothing for us

Except for these rocks..
So will the State take them
As it has been said?!

Therefore!
Record on the top of the first page:
I do not hate poeple
Nor do | encroach
But if | become hungry
The usurper’s flesh will be my food
Beware..
Beware..
Of my hunger
And my anger!
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Then Almitra spoke again and said, And what of Marriage,
master?
And he answered saying :

Kahlil Zibran (Lebanon)

You were born together, and together you shall be for evermore.

You shall be together when the white wings of death scatter your days.
Ayes you shall be together even in the silent memory of God.

But let there be spaces in your togethemess.

And et the winds of the heavens dance between you. Love one another,
but make not a bond of love :

Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls.
Fill each other’s cup but drink not from one cup.
Give one another of your bread but eat not from the same loaf.

Sing and dance together and be Joyous, but let each one of you be
alone.

Even as the strings of a lute are alone though they quiver with the same
music.

Give your hearts, but not into each other's keeping.

_For only the hand of Life can contain your hearts

And stand together yet not too near together :

For the pillars of the temple stand apant,

And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in each other's shadow. &
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WHEN YOU’RE AWAY

Fayu Aliyeve (Soviat)

When you're away
Alone at home

| sea blue evaves
And Ocean foam
Because | love you
Boundlessly

| think of you

As of the sea

When you're away,
Alone at home
| see the grey

High mountain's dome

So great a love
My bosom fills
| think of you
As of the hills.

And to the sea

In gratefulness
These are the words
That | address

| thank you

To my love you gave
the restless spirit

of a wave.”

_ And to the hills

In gratefulness
There are the words
That | address :

| thank you, too

You gave my love
The quietude

of heights above «
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ATTITUDE TO A MISS
- Vladimir Mayakovsky (Russian)

That night was to decide

if she and |

were to be lovers.

Under cover

of darkness

no one would see, you see.
| bent over her, it's the truth,
and as | did,

it's the truth, | swear it,

| said

like a kindly parent
“Passion’s a precipice-

so won't you please

move away? RS &fS
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TO ALEXANDER BLOK
Anna Akhmatova (Rassia)

When | came to see the poet

It was noon. The day was Sunday.
Large the room was, large and quiet;
In the street reigned frost ...... The Sun

Was a crimson ball, Beneath it
shaggy, dove-grey smoke went drifting
Silent stood my host before me :

How sever, how clear his gaze!

Such his eyes that he who sees them
Even once cannot forget them.

As for me, | would be safer

Had | met them not at all

But | will remember always

What we talked about that Sunday
In the tall grey house that toward
By the gateway io the sea «
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