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‘North-East: Lariguages

The Voice of the Mountain

Mamang Dai (Adi)

-From where | sit on the high platform
| can see the ferry lights crossing
criss-crossing the big river.

| know the towns, the estuary mouth.
There, beyond the last bank

where the colour drains from heaven
| can outline the chapters of the
world.

The other day a young man arrived
from the village.

Because he could not speak he
brought a gift of fish

from the land of rivers.

It seems such acts are repeated:
We live in territories forever ancient
and new,

and as we speak in changing
languages

I, also, leave my spear leaning by
the tree

and try to make a sign.

I am an old man

sipping the breeze that is forever

young.

In my life | have lived many lives.

My voice is sea waves and mountain peaks,
In the transfer of symbols

I am the chance syllable that orders

the world

Instructed with history and miracles.

[ am the desert and the rain.

The wild bird that sits in the west.

The past that recreates itself

and particles of life that clutch and cling
For thousands of years -

i R R AN



| know, | know these things

as rocks know, burning in the sun’s

embrace,

about clouds, and sudden rain;

As | know a cloud is a cloud is a

cloud,

A cloud is this uncertain pulse that sits over my
heart.

In the end the universe yields

nothing

except a dream of permanence. -
Peace is a falsity.

A moment of rest comes after long

combat:

From the east

the warrior returns with the blood of
peonies.

| am the child who died at the: edge
of the world,

the distance between end and hope.
The star diagram that fell from the sky,
The summer that makes men:weep.
| am.the woman lost in translation
who survives, with happiness to
carrypn.

| am the breath that opens the mouth
of the canyon,

the suniight on the.tips of trees;
There, where the narrow gorge
hastens the wind

- | am the place where memory escapes
- the myth of time,

'l am the sleep in the mind of the
mountain

o o F el [
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‘Léko-lakko’
Bhanu Daley Hasan (Karbi)

Kajé, lékop asinim mé:lai réngama
Nokke, ngokke, appingké okum atéré émna.
Angup ludaggom gomug gomlamém,
Angu angudaggam dirbi dirlabé,
Runé atérké ngolu ommange,
Lékko ngaluk mo:diyé;

So:ling mopu to mo:nu amongém
Moto .okum arig-isingém

Yivman So:manna kito do:yingém.
Hindu, muslim, shik, ichai

Mo.di atéviok ugalu taniyé,

Mondir, mosjid, Geerja, Gurudwara
Appid ngolugingke.

Lékop dungel kapil ngolu

Angup mé:minsuddang?
Biro-birmang arad kapil

Mimag mominsu aang?

Kajé, ayang-abo minsulai

Tadpon do:yingko kiminsulai,

Amik réngam mimag moyam
Rélég émna dagrigsulai.
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Last Night | Dreamed
Zesmond Kharmawphlang (Khasi)

Last night | dreamed that |
was a sperm swimming in
the womb of folklore.

| was born an idea and
delivered into a naked nation.

Mating with the elements,
| was raised on speeding clouds
skywards, to be forged in fire.

Rains bore me to earth

and | crawled on all four
scribbling ragged mythology
on the subsoil of time.

| entered the food chain and
became one with the sohtung leaf
to be consumed by the eri-worm.

| wintered in its silken cocoon
and a season later, was spun into thread
on whistling looms.

Deft fingers plucked me
and | exited the tale,
grafted my flesh on tongue
of experience :

| became a proverb.

| went from place to place

but always came back to you,
searching the coast of your lips
for clever words to trade :

| became a riddle.

In another lifetime, | would
dream of becoming a sperm in
the womb of poetry.
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To Lenin, A Figure From My History

By Amrita Pritam (English)

What kind of figure from my history are you?

Stepping out the calendar my wall,
You change its date daily

And meet me

Like a new day!

When you step out of my calendar
And walk the streets

A sun comes out

And wherever there's some soft corner
It laughs like a green leaf

And wherever there's a soiled bit

It grows ashamed.

But this - so natural for you,
Is an unnaturalact of history.

History breathes a sigh of relief
When it sits in the past

And is disturbed beyond bearing
When it has to deal with the present
So, for this history's sake.

When | imprisoned you in a calendar
And sealed it with place and time,
And nailed it down with many isms

But you -

Step out of the calendar on my wall

And yet again change its date,

And new concerns, new freedom in hand,
You meet me like a new day

Your.— a new day's - greatness

Such that a deep corner of my being
Hears one note of your sun

And what,for history, is an unnatural act
But for you, natural,

Becomes natural for me x
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VOICES G (CIE

Pritish Nandi (English)

f‘iiﬂ ifSQESielza]i{
Fierce whispers (TR @9 I9NR
an autumn gale SR F Al
ribs apart

T
the skyline (Gl Elebaiel
to the heart -

fR=iica
the night 1€ (FIEIE TR
touches me slightly SIEFEE
with its sadness x I o FEE

R

WA - XS T
WAITING

Amrita Pritam (English )

Oh! Its midnight now

The silent slumber fills the whole world.
But | am awake,

Awake with anguished hope!

In the dimming light of a burned candle
Under the starry roof,

The gift of your forefathers,

| am waiting and waiting!

Waiting for your return

| know you would come

You would come with drunken walk
You would come with sullen eyes.
Spreading sour smells full of hate and love.
Deep down from your mouth!

And me? Oh, what a luck!

Yes, Yes, me, the mother of your would be child
Me, the mather of an innocent soul,
Eager but yet to see the beautiful earth
Yes, | am a would be mother.

Pregnant with hope and despair

At this hour of midnight;

The whole world sleeps

But | am awake for your return. <
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RISHTA (kinship)
Syed Sriajuddin (Urdu)

Every fiery glance once was mine,
Now the gloom gathers.

Mine once the flowers of lips speaking,
Now turned stony seals.

Mine now the whirlpools of your mind,
The unfinished chapters of your life,
The bitterness of your days,

The vehemence of your passions.

The thorn in your path hurt my feet,
The rangs of your heart strike my ribs too
Every ache you feel, | feel.

The bitter poisons you swallow

Dissolve and corrode my blood.

The steel-clad walls crack and split.

Every call from you, lost

In the wilderness, Is my call.

The passion that once kept you turned

Has turned shadow,
The kinship of suffering, A journey of wounds,
The meeting of two souls
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MAYA

C. A. Manoranjan Rath (Uria)

Nija astituaku khoju khoju
‘Maya’ pachhaku chahi'n dekhe
Ethi samaste ta'r achinha

Bele bele chinha manisankara

Prasnabachi drusti ta'ku kshyata bikshyata kare

-Tank’ka sandehi aakhiku chahin
Se asta byasta hue
‘Maya' bujhi parena

Se ka'na abujha.......asustha mastiskara..

2

Semane ta'ku swadhinatara sangnya bujhanti

Swadhinatara seema talaku ta'ni
Paridhire chhida hoi ta'ku dhak'ka dianti

Semane kua'da sanskarara nyayadhis....

‘Maya’ chhatpat kare

Ta'ra bibekaku halei dekhe

Jagrata bibekara asaranti prasna nei
Puni thare chalibaku chesta kare
Uchit anuchitara mapa kathire
Atitaku mapi mapi .

Se bartamanare mahaneche.....!

Puni thare ‘Maya’ a'nta bhide

Bhabi thila udi udi thaki gale

Ta'ra bistarita klanta hata dekhi

E'mane sabu aageyi aasibe

Utsahara mencha mencha karatali bhitare
Se haasil kariba ta'r lakshya.....!

Kintu e'thi ta sabu chhadmbhesi

Dena kati udiba'’ku de'be

Swadhinatara duhai de'i

Sankirna swarthaparatara salis sange
Text book prusthare nija na’ nei ladhibe
Samajik niyamara kusti ghosana kari

Semane sabu muchuki muchuki hasibe
Semane sabu samajara rakshyaka
Sabhayata sanskarara chowkidar.......!
‘Maya'ra bhitarata bikshyobh kare

Se puni thare udibara udyama bandhe
Sabu sahas prachestaku jadeidhari
Chesta kare

Tatha kathita rakshyakanka digbalaya
landhiba’ku......!

‘Maya’ puni thare udiba

Bastaba swadhinatara swada chakhi
Lakshyaku jadeidhari

Astituare nua ranga boliba

Chinha achinha manisanka

karatali bhitare

Se bijayee heba..........
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MOTHER (AMMA)
Dodda Rangegowda (Kannada)

Mother... your eyes we like bright and powerful sun
How shrinning it is! .

The more | look at you, the more it glitters

Is this what we call the light of love.

Mother ... your words are like nector

Sweet voice is like music!

The more | hear, the more melodious it becames
Is this mother’s strength!

Mother ... | am inspired by your behaviour
and enthralled by your graceful walk
| come behind you, to follow your rightful path

Mother ... your smile is a flower

that makes me forget my pain

| spend my day looking at your
attractive, pleasant and beautiful face.

Mother ... your heart is as pure as gold
By your affections you stood
besides me in all my worries

Mother ... with your noble heart
You forgive my mistakes
Your affection follow like river Ganga
and embraces to me to console «
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THE ROBBER
Dina Nath Nadim (Kashmiri)

| have been robbed.

Foraying intogardens

In purstuit of the spangled moth

Was pointless. Eim
The lure of pastel shadows

Tipping he wink Wi P, A |
Lulled me into feeling ﬁﬁ > -~
Like a winner. AR
Meanwhile | was robbed! T 3783 AT TS bl
Robbed of the dappled sun 3RS Al SSTFEN
A touch of spring, and (IR IS 32 T AG |
?il:;:?::\:lrwae;ers el 9@1;:?@1‘@
Summer swims vg fofen
Gay abandon and TP @ IR T R,
temperate love. TR ©ife ey 7€

@ 8 G5 e I Y& |

| have been cleaned out for 1 3 3fow0g R ot

For what am | left with?
A broken kangri I+ if e 2zeR

A lump of snow within. oo 36 T,
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MY COURTYARD HAS BEEN CLEANED AND PLASTERED

Nita Raraya (Guzrati)

My courtyard has been cleaned and plastered
Give me a child who wilt print in with his footsteps, O Ramnade!**
Mather, the taunts of childlessness are hard to bear.

| stand here after grinding the grain, =
Give me a child who will scatter the heap of flour, © Rannade!
Mather, the taunts of childlessness are hard to bear.

| stand here after fetching water from the river,

Give me a child who will hang on to the corner of my sari, O
Rannade!

Nother, the taunts of childlessness are hard to bear.

| stand here after churning the curds,
Give me a child who will demand butter, O Rannade!
Mother, the taunts of childlessness are hard to bear.

| stand here after cooking the chapatis,
Give me a child who will ask for a tiny one, O Rannade!
Mother, the taunts of childlessness are hard to bear.

| am wearing a clean white salii,

Give me a child who will spring up and down in my lap, O
Rannade!

Mother, the taunts of childlessness are hard to bear.

o ol el [ qa



9 (oretee Ao At

(R (sroreTaa AR o 18T |
& ) Femew ! I o TS ©f{T A (oens |
i WP (P AT AR FI (@ A2 [

gl 3 3 4 oTr 3R '@
@ Q) Fw ! N o1 s T R wmie v Befie 3R cstea

i W ! @il AT 02 PPR A (@ AZIE 39 B

G 4} AR o1 2 N 1 e
@ 9! AN ! GIF 51 e g R o =1 ivers 4R BifAg |

a7 @ NTT A WA g T e

z Q) Tt o @ s fras & GiR o wiew ReifRa
WE A ! e AT (T R I @ AR W OA |

a1 WE % oy WHiR T S|

@ (R AT (N (51 Fre o R oo &% 92 Reifa
WiE WP ! R AT 1 IR gL @ AR [

GA WE, ST A9 <Gt @A HE @

@ @I AMA ! (W <GB e T 7 oot R G e S
oiZ MG ! (FE A T IR 44 @ ARIEA | G|

72 oe. ¢ Arer I
o 2 WA AP e

el e 3t [ v



OFFERINGS

Uma Maheshwari

The whole home is enguifed

In the dried up grief.

Meaningless words

Collapse as that could’t stand
Those who suffer silently

Never have anyone for company.
Consolations

Flow in the form of black tears.

On the thirtisth day of daughter’s demise
Father is dying his hair

Wouid like to stand him to death.
Just as you like

Yards of jasmine Mother purchases
As you like just as you like...

Blue coloured silk

Dhal soup, mutton fry;

Milk rice cake;

Tapioka, dry fish curry;

Each, one by one decorates the leaf
In the name of Offerings.

Knitted flowers

As garland mother tries,

Stopping her,

I turn your photo

As it is not you.
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AMBROSIA OF LOVE (Amrita Valli)
Hridayanandini (Telugu)

Marvel of creation, shower of nectar

Is mother herself in the world.

Gives life, protects in her

eyes with campassion.

Nurtures with love, care and affection

Showers in the Ambrasia of love.

Guides us with good and bad

Gets adoration in this world

Stores our mistakes in her stomach

Leads us in the right path to mould
our good character.

Mother is our real friend

Mother is our guide and philosopher
She is behind for all our achievements
And pinnacle of our success.

She occupies the foremost

Position in epics and Dharmashastras.
She stays in our mind with

her sweet memories.

Mother is symbol of self-less sacrifice «
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O BOATMAN, BROTHER FROM THE UPSTREAM COUNTRY
Eng. Trans. : Leela Roy

O Boatman, brother from the upstream country
When you meet my father tell him about me, Tel him
My husband's sister treats like poison and two his mother

| am no better than pikesstaff. A witch’s task is not worse than
mine. | passed my days in measuring

O boatman, brother from the upstream country.

When you meet my father tell him about me, | watch

The boats come and go. So many of tham

If my brother doesn’t hasten to take me home,

Tel him he should bring a bamboo bier to carry me to the grave
I through myself at your feet
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The Mother’s Heart
{Mathruhrudayam)

Presanna S. Pillai (Malayalam)

Unable to bear the might of her belly

Leaning on a nearby pillar is she

Scintillating in the dreamy levels of her heart

The truth of motherhood, like glowing emerald pieces

Slowly messaging with her hands on the belly

As if it is the flowery cheek of her little one

Walking a bit and sitting again

Continues she her journey in the chariot of dreams.

‘Birth’ regarded as ‘Moksha'’ acquired through birth after birth
Too has the blossomed shower of sorrow behind it '
The pain of a bud opening its petals

Is patted away by the hands of wind.

Bearing in mind the energy of tolerance
Becoming the waves of a painful source

Yet dated is her mind later

As she touches the little body of her soft baby.

Through thousands of dreams has the baby come
Holding the nectar pot for her darling
Soaring through the infinite sky of content is the mother

Searching for infinite paradise.

When a lovely name is called in those ears

The contented mind hops in bliss

The God who has given life, stands as witness
As the mother renders the rhythm of heart beats
Telling pampering words, showing blossoms
Keeping close on her breast, showering kisses.
In the warmth of the mother’s heart

Sleeps the baby with the long eyelashes locked.
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Live a flowery carpet made on the court yard

Stands the cock, the hen and their five to six chicks

In the blossomed tree branches are the little crows

With reddish beaks sharpened, searching for the mother

From the mother’s honey sweet talks

The child’s tounge pickup the first alphabets

The first knowledge is given by ‘Mom’ through words
Repeats he what he learnt through hearing.

‘Mom’ distinguishes with name for the child
Things which are moving or stell

Through the tune of her lullabuy, the mother
Carries the waves of music into his mind.

To play soft hand beats, and realize the rhythm

To praise the hard with and also folded hands the mother enables
Without letting the little legs slip, the mother's

Sacred hand supports him as toddles,

The first ray of surprise is sparked in him

As the mother tell him tales showing the moon
In each step and in every word

Showers on the child, the mother’s kindness

Though he swims on the floor or walk with his littlest steps

Or later become great by winning the throne
Who in the world realize the depth of the mother's heart.

who sees her son always as a baby???
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HEART IN FRAGMENTS
Srishti Krishnamoorthy

Tormented and tortured beyond words
Made to see the dusk at dawn

Forced under strength of might and power
When eternal time is gone .

Worked in fields from the break of day
From morn to noon till night

Sent to distant pools to fill her pot

When more darkness prevails than light.

She does her daily chares

In rain, in shine, in snow

With no mother's soothing touch to heal
Her wounded hands and woe.

Yet no mutinous word she utters

Or pours forth tears from eyes

Her lips don't quiver, her hands don’t shiver
But in silence, her bleeding heart cries.

But she overcomes all obstacles
As a daughter and devoted wife
And yet only in despair

Dces she spend her lonely life.

She shines like an unknown star

Which hands out light to all

But when hidden amidst misty clouds

None, but even her own, pay heed to her mute call

Deprived of all love and laughter

Bound in fragile chains-

She is the ‘woman’ who bears the thorns
And yet, can solace all worldly pains.

So let's pledge to help the flower
Bloom in the forgotten sands
cause all progress of a nation
Lies in a woman's hand
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