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reshape your character or
to transform your rela-
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A book can change the
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Thoreau observed in....
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salutary than the morning
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for us. How many a man
has dated a new era of his
life from the reading of a
book. The book exists for
us purchase which will
explain our miracles and
renewal new ones.”
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RABHA TRIBALS OF ASSAM

Assam, the premier
State of North-East India, is the
abode of several tribal commu-
nities that belong to the
Tibeto-Burman race; Rabha is
one of them.

The Word 'Rabha’ is a
generic name. [t includes sev-
eral homogenous subgroups.
These are : Rangdani, Maitori,
Pati, Dahuni, Baitlia and Pati.
The word 'Rabha' seems to
have been derived from "Raba’
which means to bring'. Since
Dadan, their mythical hero
brought these people apart
from others, they identified
themselves as 'Raba' or
‘Rabha’.

The general physical
appearance of a Rabha tribal
shows all the characteristics of
the Mongolian stock : a round
face, flat nose, prominent
cheek bones, obliquely set
eyes, sallow complexion,
coarse hair, scanty beard and
well developed lower extremi-
ties.

Rabha tribals are gen-
erally humble and accommo-
dating. Violent acts like mur-
der are quite revolting to their

thinking. They would rather
yield than resort to a show of
force. They are honest in their
behavior.

Rabhas are not an off-
shoot of the Kachari tribe as
some English writers think.
They have a distinct ethnic
entity. The appellation 'Rabha-
Kachari' used often by other
people was never used either
by the Rabhas or the Kacharis
themselves. Since the local
Hindus were new comers, the
commoners amongst them
failed to distinguish between
a Rabha and a Kachari. The
Kachari being dominant factor
in the State's population, the
local Hindus used the appel-
lation "Kachari' to almost all
the tribals of Assam.

Rabha tribals are scat-
tered throughout Assam. How-
ever, their main concentration
is found in the south bank of
the Brahmaputra, particularly
in the district of Goalpara and
Kamrup.

The Rabha family is based on
patriarchal pattern, but it is
matrilineal. Father, or in his
absence the next male mem-

Dr. Hirendra Kr. Goswami
Retd. Principal,
Mangaldai College

ber is generally considered as
an authoritative head of the
family, but descent is reckoned
through female line. A higher
number of elementary families
are found amongst them.

Rabhas have a number
of clans which are exogamous.
Children cannot marry in their
respective mother's clan. How-
ever, except on the occasion
of marriage, clan distinction is
hardly made. The clans are
named after natural objects.
These are not totemic. Two or
three clans again form an-
other relationship called 'hur’
or 'huri'. Marriage within a
‘hur' is also a taboo.

Rabhas have two kinds of
property- paternal and mater-
nal. Paternal property isinher-
ited by the son and maternal
property is inherited by the
daughter. Adoption is found in
the Rabha society. However, it
is not a regular feature.

Rabhas have no caste
or class system. By profession
they are agriculturists. Nudity
is not allowed within and out-
side the Rabha house. They
maintain a high degree of pri-
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vacy.

Adult marriage is the
rule. Normally, boys and girls
marry between 20-25 and 18 -
20 years respectively. Rabhas
are monogamous although
polygamy is not a taboo. Both
junior levirate and junior
sororate forms of marriage are
prevalentamong them; but se-
nior levirate and senior
sororate forms are taboos. Two
types of marriage are preva-
lent among the Rabhas. These
are : formal and informal. The
formal is celebrated with a
detailed ceremony.. Although
the system of bride-price is
prevalent among them, it is
nominal. Divorce is permitted
on ground of mutual consent,
but it is less.

The most characteristic feature
in respect of law and justice
prevalent among the Rabhas
is that they possess a written
code called 'Bidhi' which is
referred to by the village coun-
cil. They have three elected
bodies for the administration
of justice. These are- Mandal,
Zamat and Sanmilan. The
Mandal generally decides
cases which are ultimately re-
ferred to the Zamat and
Sanmilan. Marital irregulari-
ties, pre-marital and extra-
marital sexual relations,
breach of social behavior are
some of the major offences
tried by the village council.

Cultivation is the ma-
jor occupation of the people
although many of them earn
extra income from subsidiary
sources like weaving, pig and
fowl rearing, bamboo and cane
work and so on. Some of them
are earning money as petty
shop keepers.

Rabhas are animists.
Religion plays an important
role in their life. Bird and ani-
mal sacrifice is common char-
acteristic of their rituals as
most of their deities are con-
sidered non-vegetarian. Risi
Bai is their supreme God and
Rantak is the deity of the
house. They usually observe
four festivals in a year.

Men don their tradi-
tional dress which includes a
'‘pajal', a 'bukchil' and a
'khopang', while women put
on a 'riphan’, a 'kambung' and
a 'khopang'. 'Chingkhaphak'is
an extraordinary part of the
dress worn by both men and
women. It is a rope of cotton
thread and is worn round the
waist. A Rabha woman can be
distinguished easily by her
dress which are colorful and
striking. Rabha women know
the techniques of dyeing white
cotton thread at home by lo-
cal herbs and trees.

Rabha women are fond
of ornaments. These are of tra-
ditional designs and generally

weighty. They use mainly sil-
ver ornaments as the people
cannot afford gold ornaments.
‘Nambri', 'bola nambri’,
‘chandrahar’, 'hat baju’, 'kata
baju' and 'jinjiri' are some of
their common ornaments.
'Rubak' is an extraordinary
item of ornament among the
Rabha women. It is an ivory
garland used round the waist.

Rice is their staple
food. Meat, fish, egg, roots
and creepers of various kinds
are included in the diet of the
Rabhas. 'Jonga’, a kind of
home-made beer is the favor-
ite drink of the Rabhas. It is
prepared from fermented rice
mixed with 'bakhar’, a kind of
specially prepared spice.

From the old swords
and shields found in the pos-
session of some Rabha fami-
lies, it appears that the Rabhas
were at one time a martial
race and indulged in warfare.
They know the techniques of
poisoning arrow-heads and
spears.

Music, folk-songs and
folk-dances play a vital part in
the life of the Rabhas. The
most common musical instru-
ments are: 'dhak’ or 'kham',
‘muk brangsi', 'karhabrangsi',

'lakhar bransi’, ‘shinga’,
'badung  duppa’, and
'kantukuri.'.
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ERICULTURE IN DARRANG DISTRICT :
A BIRD’S EYE VIEW

Dr. (Capt.) Leena Saikia
Associate Professor
Department of Zoology

Darrang district is situated on the northern bank of the
Brahmaputra river in between 20°9 and 26° 9 latitude and 91°
45 and 92°22 longitude in the northern hemisphere. The district
is rich in seribio diversity being a natural abode for a number of
sericigenous insects and their host plants, out of which 3 types
viz, mulberry silkworm Bombyx mori, muga silk worm. Antheraea
assama and eri silk warm Samia ricini Donovan have been
commercially exploited. The district occupies an important position
in sericulture industry in the entire state of Assam. The district
has a subtropical climate with semi day hot-summer and cold
winter. The maximum rainfall generally occurs during the period
of four months starting from May. The annual precipitation varies
from 1500 mm to 2600 mm. The temp in the district ranges from
10°C—35°C.

Ericulture is endemic to the district and widely practiced
mainly by the woman groups of SC and ST specially Bodos of the
villages. The rearing of eri silkworm is suitable in the district for
its conducive climatic condition as well as for the availability of
the natural food plants of the silkworm. More than 135 villages
and about 2593 families of the district are engaged in ericulture.
It has a close link with the culture and tradition of the people of
the district. The usage of erisilk is a part of their cultural heritage.
The tribals of the district have been rearing the silkworm for
cocoons, spinning them on ‘Takali’ and their ancient ‘Charkha’
and weaving four to five ‘Chadars’ or scraves in a year and its
pupae are savoured by them as a by product of the industry. All
this is confined to their hunts in which their subsistence economy
in an ideal cottage industry style. A non-descript castor crop is
grown by them in their small backyard entirely for rearing the
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silkworm. Eri is sturdier crop
than muga, but its economic
depends upon the supply of
zero cost leaves. So it is also
known as ‘Poor men’s Silk’. It
also provides opportunities for
earning additional income
during off- season of crops, i.e,
when the farmers remain
almost free from agricultural
activities.

The history  of
sericulture in the district can
be traced back to 3™ century
B.C. which is contemporary to
the history of sericulture in the
country. Kautilya in his
'‘Arthasastra’ also mentioned
that several regions of ancient
Kamrup (Assam) had produced
three varities of silk fabric viz
Dakula,Khauma and Patron-

a. Inancient time in the era of
Koch kingdom, some particular
people who were expert in
sericulture engaged for
preparing dresses of King.
Those people were known as
Katoni who were mainly ‘yogi'
community. From that ancient
time these  particular
communities had been doing
sericulture generation after
generation. At present these
particularcommunitie

-s are found in Sipajhar,
Garukhuti, Deomornoi, Tangla
etc. In the course of time art
of sericulture is learnt by other
communities and is also

adopted it as an earning
source of their income.

The eri silk worm is a
polyphagous insect which
feeds on a variety of food
plants. The primary food
plants are castor, Ricinus
communixs and kesseru,
(hetetopana fragrans). Some
of its secondary food plants
are Bar Kesseru (Ailanthus
glandulosa), Topioca(Manihot
utilissima), Gamari (Gmelina
arborea) etc. Both castor and
kesseru support high cocoon
yield of economic level in
ericulture. In kesseru, leaf
harvest in commercial scale is
possible only twice a year, but
it is less prone to attack of
pests and diseases. Castor is
an annual crop, and in block
plantation the cultivationis to
be repeated every year. Many
farmers therefore, resort to
take only limited number of
crops ina year or reduce scale
of rearing or even go for
interchanging of food plants
depending on the leaf
availability. In spite of its
drawbacks, castor is preferred
for its rearing performance.
The secondary host plant,
tapioca can be utilized for eri
silkworm rearing throughout
the year except in winter.

But some of the
sericulture famers in Darrang
district have been facing some
constraints in this regard.

Most of the sericulture
villages are situated in low
lying area where water
stagnation is common factor.
Farmers have to depend on
the available plants grown
only at their backyard and
boundaries. Some villages are
situated in very remote areas
where demonstration of new
technologies become a
problem for bad communic-
ation. Another problem is the
dfis (disease-free-layings)
supply system not permanent.
Some farmers of remote areas
have to purchase dfls from
some middle person (known as
Mohori) at very high rate. Also
farmers have to carry a long
distance to reel their cocoon
at state reeling unit. One of
constraints is some farmers
have tendency to reel the
cocoon in their hand made
indigenous reeling
equipment. Again the farmers
are not business minded and
are also illiterate. They do not
understand the economics of
sericulture. Also due to poor
condition of the rearers, they
have no sufficient rearing
equipments. Last but not
least, there is no facility for
sericulture crop insurance.
With the view to
upliftment of rural economy in
the district, Sericulture Dept.
has established several farms
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and centres to render services
to popularize modern
technologies on rearing,
reeling, spinning and
cultivation etc. with sufficient
supply of dfls, cuttings,
saplings and seedlings to the
sericulture farmers. Some of
the farms and centres in the
undivided district are :

Eri Seed Grainage,
Deomornoi

Eri Seed Grainage,
Bhergaon

Eri Concentration
Centre, Tokankata
Eri Concentration
Centre, Balipara
Eri Concentration C
entre, Mollapara

Eri Concentration
Centre, Kabikara

Eri Spinning Training
Centre, Tokankata

To introduce newly

evolved technology as a
combined package, Central
Silk Board has established
‘Research Extension Centre’ at
Mangaldai head quarter of
Darrang District. Of course,
various departmental
schemes like CDP/UNDP/NEC
for augmentation of Eri, Muga
and Mulberry food plantation
are going onin the district from
last twelve years.

Introduction of
artificial fibre and threads from

outside of Assam has also
created a challenge for this
sericulture industry.
Awareness is highly required
for the longitivity of the
industry not only in Darrang
district but also in entire
Assam. It should be
popularized by each one ofthe
society by Govt, N.G.O’s, even
by students.One of the roots
of our heritage- sericulture
should not be lost due to our
negligence or unawareness. If
the constraints can be
minimized, there is a
maximum possibility to
flourish it up to a higher
extent.
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HERITAGE BUILDING : THE RELICS OF THE PAST

Heritage is the legacy
of physical artifacts and
intangible attributes of Society
that are inherited from past
generation, maintained in the
present and bestowed for the
benefit of future generation.
Similarly heritage buildings are
old majestic buildings
inherited from our ancestors
possessing architectural,
aesthetic, historic or cultural
values which need to be
preserved and maintained. |
think elusive time can really be
held up or revived by
preserving the old heritage,
because anything- be it
tangible or intangible bear the
imprint of time. That is where
the significance of preserving
heritage buildin-gs lies. But
the paradox is that such idea
in our society is very often
taken for granted or a heritage
practitioner might turn out to
be a figure of fun while talking
of heritage preservation.

People may not grasp
the value of these heritage
building for the time being, but
the value of which increases
with the passing of time.

Currently life style of people
are changing so fast that these
ancient man made structures,
if we are not conscious, will be
vanished in no time and with
the loss of these, one period
of time or bygone era would
also be impossible to trace
back our root wherefrom we
started our journey. Today
although we can, we cannot
erect such structures as it is
here again, because those
unseen people who took
initiative, to build those
materials, tools and
techniques once available are
no longer practically possible
now.

Our traditional typical
houses reflect culture and
character of a region. So a
typical house or heritage
building possesses uniqueness
in terms of methods, design
and materials used by the
people of certain region. In
contrast, today’s modern
R.C.C. buildings erected
everywhere are actually
lacking uniqueness and they
are replacing traditional eco
friendly beautiful houses both

Pabitra Kr. Nath
Assistant Professor
Department of Geography

in urban and rural areas.
Therefore, now-a-days
monotonously similar types of
buildings are found to be seen
everywhere, both in hills and
plains. Obviously it is quite
natural that with the passing
of time society must go
through a period of transiti-
onand transformation. That is
why old heritage buildings can
become the key for reviving
the past.

The British people are
well known for giving due
honour to their heritage. The
birth place of Shakespeare at
stafford, England is still living
example of heritage building
preservation. Not only the
wooden thatched buildings of
Shakespeare, but also other
buildings of his mother and
lover have been preserved in
original state. Here | could not
help quoting a paragraph of
the book, ‘Ei Dwip ei Nirvasan’
written by the great writer
Nirupama Borgohain on her
visit to Europe in 2001- "That
day after visiting the 500 years
old preserved heritage site of
Shakespeare, finally we
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crossed the road and arrived
at the ultra modern shops in
the market. It seemed as if we
leapt up from 1564 AD to 2001
AD." This really raises the
questions as to how much we
take care of our heritage to
maintain it in pure original
state the way the Brishers
have done.

The sleepy township of
Mangaldai dates back its
origin in 1835-36 When the
British administrators
established the court in
Mangaldai for introducing
judicial system. Thus
Mangaldai had become hub of
administrative and commercial
activities for the entire region.
Since then the town has
undergone sequence of
changes where some elegant
ancient buildings are still
reviving the past bearing the
brunt of time. It is really a
matter of good sign that a
group of advocates from Lower
court, Mangaldai led by Mr.
Jayanta Deka who deserve
appreciation for making an
effortto preserve the six public
ancient heritage buildings of
this town. Mr. Deka and his
companions have been
engaged in this venture since
the last six years. After having
good response from state
government, Assam they are
eagerly waiting for the final
approval order to receive from

State Archeology Department,
Assam to get these six public
buildings earmarked as
heritage buildings of the town.
| owe Mr. Deka for giving me
valuable information regarding
these old majestic buildings of
Mangaldai. Let’s have a
glimpse of these six proposed
heritage buildings of our own
locality.

Treasury building, an
oldest brick structure of this
area, is located near Shiva
Temple was constructed
during 1852 in British era
which is clearly mentioned in
the book of Mofeatt Mills. The
present Mangaldai Treasury
office is functioning in the
same old treasury building.
Though renovation has taken
place in the building,
evidences of iron and wooden
Posts, doors and grills are still
present in the building and
extension of a newly
constructed Assam type house
has spoiled the heritage look
of the building which is
against the ancient monument
and remains validation
amendment,2010.

D.C's Bunglow is
located just opposite to the
present old police station in
ward no.3 in the Mangaldai
Town. It was contemporary to
that of the treasury building or
may be much more earlier to
that. Edward Gait wrote few

chapters of his famous book
"History of Assam" in this
Bunglow when he was
working as a magistrate in
Mangaldai.

Mangaldai govt. H.S.
School is located in ward no.1
by the side of N.H.15. Earlier
the H.S.School was functioning
in the old Police Station
building and in the year 1930
the school was shifted to the
present site. The iron posts of
the schools are supporting the
roof of this huge Assam type
building. It is pathetic to
mentioned that recently
western part of this age old
building has been demolished
to erect new building.

CJM’s Court building is
located just behind the
Treasury Office in ward no.3.
It was established in the year
1889 as district collection’s
office.

Old circuit house is
located beside the N.H.15 near
the new circuit house. It was
constructed during the year
1903. In the book of Mofeatt
Mills, it is mentioned that the
construction work of the
circuit house was entrusted to
a native contractor.

Old Police Station
building was established in
the year 1903. The Britishers
constructed the present police
station building for the
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purpose of school only and it
was so used till the year 1930.

There are also many
fascinating private buildings in
our locality in which time
stand still. Some of which
have been lost due to gross
negligence of the people.
During my investigation, | was
really shocked to learn about
demolition of wooden two
storied buildings of ‘Bengali
Raja’ at Howli Mohanpur.
Inspite of having a deep sense
of longing for preserving it,
Jatindra Narayan Dev, a
descendant of Royal Koch
dynasty could not save it
which he still reminisces with
a heavy heart. He informed me
that many researchers, and
common people used to visit
that historic place from
different parts of the state
including students from
Gauhati University. | could
visualize how gorgeous it
looked while Mrs. Narayan
Dev showing to the relics of the
foundation of the old building.
Mr. J.Narayan Dev has taken a
vow to preserve his own age
old Assam type house which
has crossed almost 150 years
NOW.

The sight of another
one storied beautiful wooden
building at Bordoulguri chowk,
13 km away to the west from
Mangaldai, is often caught by
the passersby and that
promoted me tovisit the owner
of that house. Now this age
old building is inherited by Mr.
Dhireswar Nath which was
built by his father, late
Hareswar Nath in the year
1950, when great earthquake
occurred in Assam. Mr. Nath
claims that this is the first one
storeyed private wooden
building constructed in the old
Darrang District. Mr. Nath
related to me that entire
timber needed for the house
was obtained from branches
of a gigantic tree that came
drifting along the river
Brahmaputra during
earthquake. Then the house
cost around Rs. 10,000 Which
put his father through
financial crisis afterwards. It
was that house where once
renowned writer late Khabir
Ahmed by chance dropped in
out of curiosity to see the
building at night.

There are another
three age old wooden one

storeyed buildings majestically
standing in a row at the
residence of late Upen Deka,
late Jogen Deka and late
Bhogoram Patowari in ward
no.1l which were built by
masons of Dhaka in and
around 1952. Now the
descendants of those
ancestors are taking utmost

care to preserve these
magnificent heritage
buildings.

To day | suppose that
making people aware of
heritage preservation seems
to be distant prospect, as our
school curriculum is also
showing gross negligence to
inculcate these values in our
young minds. Nevertheless we
should be optimistic that a
positive transitsion in society
might come up in course of
time when people would really
give due respect to their
heritage and be able to
understand the true sense of
the term ‘Old is gold’.
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GANDHI’S CONCEPT OF WOMEN

Manju Kalita
Assistant Professor
Department of Philosophy

M.K. Gandhi, the incomparable apostle of the world, a
charismatic leader of the 20" century, who fought for freedom
of our country, was the first man to invent an unusual method
of political struggle and brought about liberation from foreign
rule. When he was born, the British rule had been firmly
established in India. On the other hand when Gandhi died, it
was a free nation. The soul of India has found a worthy symbol
in Mahatma Gandhi. His achievements were many, which have
made his name honoured anywhere in the world. He came to
occupy the position of the supreme leader in the country. He
left an indelible impact on the social, economic and political
forces of the day. Gandhi’s social ideas exemplify a deep and
abiding interest in a fundamental reformation of the Indian
Society.

Gandhi, a great constructive thinker of the twentieth
century wanted to establish a new thought before the modern
Indian society by introducing reforms. He was interested in the
reformation of society. Before his own eyes he saw many social
evils in the Indian society and tried to establish a society free
from all forms of exploitation through peace, happiness and
real prosperity on the earth.

Raskin’s world challenged the classical economy and
exerted a tremendous influence on Gandhi. Since all men are
brothers and no human being should be a stranger to another,
Gandhi aimed at the welfare of all. His concept of socialism is
an extension and application of the economic aspect of his
Sarvodaya Philosophy. In his concept of Socialism, all the
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members of the society are
equal. It will provide equal
opportunity for the Prince and
Peasant, the wealthy and pour,
the employer and the
employee, the strong and
weak and all are treated on
the same level.

Gandhi had paid
special attention to the
emancipation of women in
India and tried to remove
various social and economic
obstacles which stood in the
way of their progress. He
suggested that women should
be given a very high and
suitable status in the society
and always assigned a very
high and significant place to
women. For him degeneration
of women was degeneration
of society as a whole. He
suggested to the women that
they should try to acquire
qualities and should create a
place for themselves in the
society. In 1921 Gandhi wrote
in “Young India”; “The future
of India lies on your knees.” A
woman was an incarnation of
Ahimsa and Personification of
self sacrifice. Gandhi had
advocated the abolition of all
economic and legal disabilities
from which women in India
suffered. He observed that
man has always derived
power, and ownership of
property gives that power.
Gandhi therefore desired that
“the daughters and son should

be treated on a booting of
perfect equality, woman who
knows and fulfils her duty
realizes her dignified status.
Sheis the queen, not the slams
of the household overall which
she resides.”

Gandhi felt that
restriction on widows was
peculiar to India and an
indication of our narrow men,
natural arrangement and
cause of many social evils
which could be removed by
encouraging widow re-
marriage. In his opinion a
widow should have as much
right to remarry as a widower
and there could be no
distinction between the two
about marriage with the
ending of this evil institution
the society will be rid of many
allied social evils.

According to Gandhi,
child marriage was the most
responsible for our social,
physical and moral
degeneration. Gandhi himself
was victim of this social evil,
depentent throughout his life
for marrying at an early age.
Child marriage resuited in poor
health of the couple and
excess child production and
one of the causes of having
many child widows in India.
Infact, Gandhi had altogether
different views about
marriage. In his opinion the
aim of marriage was some-
thing nobler than merely

satisfying passions. He
wanted radical reform of the
system of marriage in India
and also favoured inter caste
and inter communal marriage,
Gandhi nanted to create a
home of a very limited family
and condemned dowry system
being followed in many parts
of India under special and
peculiar circumstances he
even favoured divorce.

Gandhi wanted to
provide education to men and
women equally. Gandhi
emphasizes freedom of the
individual and reform and
progress in Indian education.
His concept of basic education
aims at the all round
development of human
personality, linked with the
socio-economic development
of the nation.

According to Gandhi,
women can play vital rule in
the eradication of social evil.
By many acts of loving
service, they cane acquire on
the addicts a hold, which will
compel them to listen to the
appeal to give up the evil
habit. Gandhifelt the congress
committees could open
recreation booths where the
tired labour will get proper
rest, healthy cheap
refreshment and find suitable
games. This will help to a
great extent to free them-
selves from the addiction of
drinks and drugs.
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Gandhi’s respect for
women hood was one of the
outstanding traits in his
character. He regarded women
as the embodiment of
sacrifice and suffering. Ahimsa
means infinite love, which
again means infinite capacity
for suffering is only the
woman, the mother of man,
shows this capacity in the
longest measure.

Gandhi advocated for
the equal place of woman in
the society. He realized that
woman is the champion of
man gifted with equal mental
capacities. Woman has the
right to participate in minutest
detail in the activities of man
and has the same right of

liberty and freedom enjoyed
by man. She is entitled to
acquire asupreme place in the
society because of her own
sphere of activity. Gandhi tried
to establish a society in which
peace and happiness will reign
supreme. But such a society is
possible if both man and
woman in our society can
realize their status and duties.
At present day women are
trying to compete with menin
every step of life by imitating
the ways of men. Gandhi was
also very much worried about
the position that man was not
prepeared or ready to give up
their mastery over women.
Gandhi considered that to be
unfortunate and believed that

in our deal society, duties and
functions are not only
distributed among varnas, but
it is also distributed among
men and women. In Gandhian
view both men and women
have the same soul and hence
they are equal.

Thus, Gandhi
considered women as higher
beings in the society. In this
present society, Gandhi’s
dream was fulfilled by many
women. Gandhi’s concept of
woman is very relevant in
modern civilization.
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THE ROLE OF TEACHERS IN THE MILLENNIUM

Babita Sarma
Assistant Professor
& Head of the Department of Education

The Vedic prayer, ‘Let all be happy/, is perhaps the
noblest of all human wishes. It is quite possible that teachers
with their moral fibre, intellectual power, academic
excellence and spiritual enlightenment will be able to fulfill
this wish. They have to delve deeply in finding the spirit of
oneness among individualsthrougho
-ut the globe.

Teachers being the pivot of the educational
institution provide the key to the educational system and
the whole process of education revolves around them. H.G.
Wells has rightly said that, “The teacher is the real maker
of History”. Teachers have a great responsibility in moulding
the personality of the students. It is the teachers who
influence their attitudes, values, interests, moals, ideals,
conduct and behavior. The Kothari Commission on education
has rightly said, “destiny of India is being shaped in her
class rooms.” Indeed teachers have important role to play
in shaping the future generation. As we stand on the
threshold of the 21* century, computer, internet and new
technology will be used more, even then, they cannot
substitute a teacher.

Human being is dynamic and progressive. Society is
also an ever-changing phenomenon. It cannot remain static
and stereotyped. According to Maclver, “The social structure
is subject to incessant change, growing, decaying, finding
renewal, accommodating itself to the very variant conditions
and suffering vast modifications in the course of time.” Our
society is also undergoing transformation, as a result of
which we have new tasks, new aims and new goals before
us. Hence we have to re-orient education to achieve these
goals. The goal before us is to build a new social order which
is based on equality, liberty and justice. The role of the
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teachers in democratic system
of education is very crucial.
They have to act as friends,
philosophers and guides of the
students; and help them to
march forward to establish a
new social structure.

Time has changed,
scientific and technological
advances have brought about
tremendous changes in the
society. Science has removed
superstitions, false beliefs and
made our lives comfortable. On
one side Science is inspiring
new dreams, aspirations and
hopes and on the other side
Science is signing the death-
warrant of  humanity.
Materialism has posed a
crucial problem before us.
Modern human race has gone
far away from human values.
Genuine love, honesty and
truthfulness are being
replaced by outward show and
sophistication. People have
become sick due to the de-
humanizing effect of science-
controlled civilization. Human
beings have indulged into
inhuman acts like violence,
bloodshed, persecution and
exploitation. Moreover, racial
conflict and mutual distrust
have increased. Arnold
Toynbee said that ‘de-
humanizing influences’ of
materialism and technology
provoke frustrated individuals
to violence. A war is the most
savage and brutal of all kinds

of conflicts.

Hence need of the
hour is maintenance of mutual
goodwill and world peace.
Teachers have an important
role to play in restoring
humanity among masses. It is
the teacher who can inculcate
the spirit of cooperation,
socialism and humanismin the
students.

It is the responsibility
of the teachers to find a
synthesis between science
and spiritualism, Swami
Vivekananda wanted to
combine western scientific
and technological progress
with spiritual background of
India. He wanted the people of
India to synthesize the spirit of
equality, freedom, work and
energy of the western
societies with India’s culture
and instincts.

Teachers can make the
students understand the value
of mutual friendship and
universal peace. It is written
in the preamble of the
UNESCO. “Since wars being in
the minds of men, it is in the
minds of men that the edifice
of peace must be constructed-
the wide diffusion of culture
and education for humanity for
justice, liberty and peace are
indispensable to the dignity of
man and constitute a sacred
duty which all the nations must
fulfil in a spirit of mutual
assistance and concern.”

The natural impulses,
urges and drives in students
have to be refined, modified,
properly developed and
directed in desirable channels;
so that the lamp of humanity
continues to burn. The will or
conscience of the students
must be developed. In the
words of Butler, “Education
has to feed the conscience by
nurturing it in the desired
direction.”

Teacher is the artificer
of pupil’s mind. His role in
moulding the personality of
the students depends on the
aims of education. Education
is to aim at wholesome,
worthwhile, progressive,
harmonious and spontaneous
growth and development of
personality. T.P. Nunn Agreed,
“The primary aim of all
educational effort should be to
help boys and girls to achieve
the highest degree of
individual development to
which they are capable of”
There must be harmonious
development of ‘Head’, ‘Heart’
and ‘Hand’".

It is the responsibility
of the teachers to develop the
physical, mental, social,
emotional, intellectual and
aesthetic aspects, i.e., total
personality of the students.
Vivekananda said, “Education
is the manifestation of the
perfection, already existing in
man.” He wanted that the aim
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of education should be man
making. He said, “It is man-
making education, all-round
that we want.”

The future generation
has to be properly and
effectively educated so that
they can live a purposeful,
useful and meaningful life in
the rapidly changing
technologically advanced and
complex world. The students
arerequired to be able to keep
pace with the changing and
developing knowledge. The
potentialities within the
children have to be properly
developed so that they
become creative and
progressive. Their minds have
to be constantly bombarded
with new ideas and new
concepts. Brain-storming
technique should be used in
our teaching institutions.
Standard of educationis to be
raised with sophisticated
techniques and methods. In
this era of globalization and
liberalization, information
technology has also assumed
avery important role.

For teaching the
students effectively, the
teachers have to continuously
learn, so that they can make
the students adjusted in the
complex technological
civilization. It is rightly said
about a teacher, “He who
learns from one who s himself
occupied in learning drinks the

fresh water of the running
stream. But he who learns
from one who has learned all
that one is to teach, drinks the
green mental of the stagnant
pool”. Previously it was
believed that ‘teachers are
born not made’. But now it is
recognized that teachingis an
expert’s job and teacher
should continue to learn
throughout his life.
Rabindranath Tagore said, “A
teacher can never truly teach,
unless he is still learning
himself. Alamp can never light
another lamp unless it
continues to burn its own
flame.”

As we are going ahead
to enter the precincts of the
21% century, the teachers can
help the students to make their
lives better, fuller, happier and
meaningful: School can
generate happiness and
freedominthe students. Their
personalities can  be
developed fully in the school.
In the words of T.P. Nunn,
“Educational efforts must be
limited to securing for
everyone the conditions under
which individuality is most
completely developed- that s,
to enable him to make his
original contribution to the
variegated whole of human
life as fully and as truly
characteristic as his nature
permits.”

Thus, the role is

crucial. Teachers have to
inculcate the attitude of
peace, freedom, justice and
safely in the minds of the
students. As L.S. Kensworthy
putsit: “The teacher should be
an integrated individual,
skilled in the art and science
of human relations and
conscious of the wide variety
of behavior patterns in the
world to which he may have to
adjust. He is rooted in his own
family, country and culture, but
able to identify himself with
the people of other countries
and cultures. He is informed
about the contemporary world
scene and its historical
background and concerned
about improving the
conditions of people every
where. Moreover, he is an
intelligent participant in
efforts to improve his own
community and nation, mindful
of their relationships to the
world community, clear in his
own mind as to the goals of
education for international
understanding, conversant
with methods and resources
for such programmers and able
to help create world minded
children and youth.”

Teachers have to set
new ideals and morals; and
inculcate the values of human
welfare and mutual good will
among the students. The quote
Welton James, “Education is
an attempt on the part of the
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adult members of the human
society to shape the
development of the coming
generation in accordance with
its own ideals of life.” The new
ideals and goal before us is to
set up a new social structure
which is free from racial
conflicts and mutual distrust.
The new social structure is to
be based on healthy human
relationship. Tagore said,
education nourishes our
intellect, “In order to allow our
mind its freedom in the world
of truth, our imagination for
the world which belongs to art
and our sympathy for the world
of human relationship.”

Thus for the survival of
the future generation and to

save the mankind, the system
of education has to be kept
burning by infusing new
values, attitudes, morals and
ideals in the minds of the
students. Tagore hoped that
the dawn would come from the
East where the sun rises, so
that “the unvanquished man
will retrace his path of
conquest, despite all barriers,
to win back his lost heritage.”
Educationis a powerful means
to achieve this goal and
teachers have to show the light
of hope to the widening of
mental horizon of an
individual. Without higher
values, life is like a flower that
has no fragrance. Teachers
have a great role to play in

maintaining peace and
happiness throughout the
globe in the millennium.
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QUALITIES OF A GOOD TEACHER

Teachers are the main
source of information and
students are offered few
opportunities to identify their
own learning needs or reflect
collectively on their learning
experience. Then, if the
outcomes are unfavorable, the
blame lies with the student, for
lack of skills or motivation. By
contrast, the responsibilities of
teachers include: encouraging
critical thinking; fostering self-
directed learning and
curiosity; monitoring group
progress; and creating a
learning environment that
stimulates all members in the
group, generates deep
understanding, and promotes
teamwork
Teacher is nothing but one
who teach good manner,
behaviour and not only
bookish knowledge. Teacheris
the second parent who thinks
good for our future and teacher
is the only person who helps
us to make decision. Teachers
are ocean of knowledge.

The objective of the
study is to highlight the
qualities as well as the
characteristics of the teacher

community which is required
for the modern education
system.

The term 'quality'
means attribute, characte-
ristic, grade, habit etc.

Quality itself has been

defined as fundamentally
relational: 'Quality is the
ongoing process of building
and sustaining relationships by
assessing, anticipating, and
fulfilling stated and implied
needs.'
Quality is a problematic word.
It is used so casually in so
many different contexts that it
has little precision. A number
of examples demonstrate the
result:

1.Quality is associated
with cost. The more something
costs, the higher its perceived
quality.

2.Quality is associated
with winning. In order to
demonstrate quality, it seems
necessary to triumph in some
way over others, particularly in
a public way.

3. Images of quality
are often engineered and
constructed. It is relatively
easy to identify what criteria

Dr. MD. ABUL QASIM
Assistant Professor
Department of Arabic

a specific group of people use
to determine quality and then
produce images to fit those
criteria.

4. The idea of quality
remains under attack in certain
intellectual circles where the
term "quality" is associated
with condescension, cultural
oppression, elitism, philosop-
hical and methodological
rigidity, and other negatives.

5. There are not
always correlation between
perceptions of quality and real
achievement. In
manufacturing, a measure of
excellence or a state of being
free from defects, deficie-
ncies, and significant
variations, brought about by
the strict and consistent
adherence to measurable and
verifiable standards to achieve
uniformity of output that
satisfies specific customer or
user requirements.

6. Quality as "the totality of
features and characteristics of
a product or service that bears
its ability to satisfy stated or
implied needs."

The I1SO 8402-94 standard
defines quality as:
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The set of characteristics of an
entity that give that entity the
ability to satisfy expressed and
implicit needs

"We teachers can only
help the work going on, as
servants wait upon a master"—
Maria Montessori,(The
Absorbent Mind.) "The true
teacher defends his pupils
against his own personal
influence" —(A Bronson
Alcott)". "It is when the Gods
hate a man with uncommon
abhorrence that they drive him
into the profession of a
schoolmaster"(Seneca.)

The word teacher is a
noun. It means instructor,
coach, tutor, don, guide,
professor, trainer, lecturer,
guru, educator, handler,
pedagogue, dominie (Scot.),
master or mistress,
schoolmaster or
schoolmistress etc.

The word guru, a noun,
means 'teacher' in Sanskrit
and other languages derived
from or borrowing words from
Sanskrit, such as Hindi, Tamil,
Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi,
Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati
and Nepali.

As a noun the word
means the imparter of
knowledge. As an adjective, it
means ‘heavy,' or 'weighty,' in
the sense of 'heavy with
spiritual wisdom', 'heavy with
spiritual weight,' 'heavy with
the good qualities of scriptures

and realization,' or 'heavy with
a wealth of knowledge. 'The
word has its roots in the
Sanskrit gri (to invoke, or to
praise), and may have a
connection to the word gur,
meaning 'to raise, lift up, or to
make an effort'.

A traditional etymology
of the term 'guru’ is based on
the interplay between
darkness and light. The guru
is seen as the one who
‘dispels the darkness of
ignorance'. In some texts it is
described that the syllables gu
and rustand for darkness and
light, respectively.

Following the important
qualities of a good teachers :

1. Passion : Without
this, itis impossible to become
a great teacher. If you don't
love your subject, how can you
expect your students to? |
don't think this is an issue for
most teachers. Never be afraid
to love something and show it.

2. Creativity : With the
onslaught of standardized
testing and curriculum this
might be getting harder, but it
is still very important. Regard-
less of discipline, creativity is
paramount. Sure, you can't be
a good teacher by taking pre-
packaged material and effi-
ciently transmitting it. But you
can't be a great one. To be a
great teacher, you have to be
ready to develop custom, cre-
ative lesson plans and

projects. You have to have an
arsenal of techniques. You
need to be a problem- solver.

3. Flexibility : Students
have complex lives. If every-
thing is set in stone, you'll
eventually crack. When a stu-
dent fails a test, you have to
be ready to be flexible. Like-
wise, you should make your-
self available to students for
help as much as possible.

4. Connectivity : Infor-
mation can't be transmitted
without a solid connection,
and neither can knowledge.
You need to form a connection
with each and every student.
Technically speaking, the
knowledge has to form a con-
nection to the student, butyou
are the representation and
medium of that knowledge.
Find out what students pas-
sions are, and show them how
the knowledge connects to
them. To do this well, you have
to be interesting.

5. Committed to the
work : Work with passion, keen
to uphold the University's val-
ues and enthusiastic about
work and about teaching.

6. Courage and appre-
ciation of diversity

Do not stereotype or
speak negatively of others,
nurture and encourage diver-
sity, seek and encourage un-
derstanding and respect for
people of diverse background
etc.
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7.Interacts and com-
municates respect : Communi-
cates effectively with others,
encourages input from other,
listening deeply and giving
credit for their contributions,
acts with integrity, provides a
model of high ethical stan-
dards and shows a caring atti-
tude.

8. Motivates students
and co-workers : Encourages
students to achieve their
goals, provides constructive
feed and monitors progress of
students and fosters their suc-
cess.

9. Brings a wide range
of skills and talents of teach-
ing : Teaching is clearly pre-
sented and stimulates high-
order thinking skills, presents
difficult concepts comprehen-
sibly, brings appropriate evi-
dence to the critique and
reaches memorably.

10. Demonstrates
leadership in teaching : Con-
tributes to course design and
structure, contributes to pub-
lication on education, evi-
dence of self-development in
an educational context, dem-
onstrates creativity in teach-
ing strategies and committed

to professional development
in education.

11. Encourages an
open and trusting learning en-
vironment : Creates a climate
of trust, encourages students
to learn from mistakes, helps
students redefine failure as a
learning experience, encour-
ages students questions and
engagement in the learning
process and encourages stu-
dent growth with appropriate
behavior-based feedback.

12. Fosters critical
thinking : Teachers teach stu-
dents how to think, not what
to think, encourages students
to organize, analyze and
evaluate, explores with prob-
ing questions, discusses ideas
in an organized way, help stu-
dents to focus on key issues
and trains students in strate-
gic thinking.

13. Encourages cre-
ative work : Motivates stu-
dents to create new ideas and
fosters innovation and new
approaches.

14. Emphasizes team-
work : Builds links at national
and international levels in edu-
cation, encourages students
to work in teams and encour-

ages collaborative learning.
15. Seeks continually
to improve teaching skills :
Seeks tolearnand incorporate
new skills and information
teaching, seeks feedback and
criticism and keeps up to date
in speciality.
16. Provides positive feedback
Listens to students
and discovers their educa-
tional needs, values students,
never belittles, provides con-
structive feedback and helps
and support them.
CONCLUSION : In con-
clusion we can evaluate that
who doesn't have double stan-
dards, is honest, gives stu-
dents a lot of choice in their
assignments, has creative
ways of presenting class, gets
to know their students indi-
vidually as a good teacher.
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Early Temple Architecture of Darrang and
Udalguri Districts of Assam

Dr. Mridul Deka.
Assistant Professor
Department of History

In the ancient and medieval period a large number
of temples have been built in Assam and this is proved by
the literary and archaeological sources. A good number of
temple ruins of early period are also found in Darrang and
Udalguri districts of Assam. The literary and archaeological
sources reveal that historically the region was a part of
ancient Pragjyotisha and Kamarapua. In the medieval period
it became the head quarter of the Darrangi kingdom.

All the historical temples of the area are found in
dilapidated condition. However, new temples have been
erected over the old one. The good example of this kind is
the temple at Baman, just a few km. away from Dumunichoki.
A careful observation of the temples reveals that the
temples of the study area are the part of the temple building
activities of other parts of Assam. Temples belonging to the
Ahom and pre-Ahom period are found in the study area.
Generally stone and bricks were used in the construction of
these temples. The temple ruins of
Baman(Darrang),Narikali(Darrang), Muradewar(Udalguri),
Damarapota(Udalguri), Rudreswar Dewalaya(Darrang),
Tamreswar Dewalaya(Udalguri), Mathajhar(Darrang),
Lakhimpur, Jaljali(Darrang) etc. reveals wide practice of Siva
and Sakti in the study area since remote past. In ancient
times, generally the churki was used for cementing the
bricks; but in Assam people had their indigenous method of
preparing cement known as Kadhal. From the chronicle of
the Changrung Phukan it is gathered that Kadhal (cement)
was made by mixing different kinds of lime, such as stone
lime, lime prepared from the snails etc., molasses, fish, oil,
resin, pulse known as Matimah and the fibres of flax1
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It is hard to determine
the actual lay-out of the
temples of the study area. The
study of the remains of the
plinth of temples and some
later temples that constructed
on the ancient plinth, it seems
that the general lay-out of the
temples consisted of — i)
Torana, situated on a little
distance from the maintemple
on the approach road ii)
Mandapa or Natmandir
(Assembly hall) and iii)
Garbhagriha or the sanctum-
sanctorum of the cella.

These features are
same as those of the temples
of other parts of Assam.
However, some small shrines
consist only of Garbhagriha
with an enclosed yard in front
of it2. The interior and exterior
walls of the temple were
decorated with sculptures.

The sculptural art of
India received inspiration from
the various religious creeds of
the land; even those
sculptures, which were non
religious in appearance, found
a place on the outer walls of
the temples and were
accepted as serving the needs
of a life, religious in aim and
inspiration3. The study of the
temple ruins reveals that the
builders and sculptors of the
region were skilled. The
remains include some early
sculptured images of deities of
Visnu, Ganesa, linga etc.,

chiselled octagonal or
hexagonal stone pillars and
carved stone. Pedestals of
pillars, door frame and finely
chiselled panels containing
figures of elephant heads, lion
heads and human heads, were
used to decorate the outer
side of the stone plinths of the
temples4. The majority of
temple sculptures that have
so far been found in the study
area are of Gods, Goddesses
and other semi divine figures
which serve as anornament to
architecture. Like Indian
sculpture in general these
sculpture may also be divided
into four classes-i) Sculpture of
the human form ii) Sculpture
and icons of Gods and
Goddesses iii) Sculpture of
animal forms, and iv)
Sculptural designs.

The ruins of the
temples also show that there
must have been a settlement
in the pre-Ahom period in the
study region. This is also
proved by the sculptural style
of the archaeological objects
found in this area that belong
to pre-Ahom
period55Choudhur, R.D.: Most
of the rulers of Ahom and pre-
Ahom period are liberal patron
of art and architecture. The
study of the temples also gives
us useful information about
the social, political, economic
and religious condition of the
area. The Copper Plate Grant

of the Ahom king Gaurinath
Simha to Rudreswar and
Tamreswar Dewalaya confirms
that large scale land and paiks
are assigned to the temples
forits maintenance. The study
reveals that most of these
tangible cultural heritages are
at risk. These are facing some
threats. The temple sites are
progressively being spoiled,
both by nature and man. The
main causes of these are- i)
Climatic causes: Humid
climate, heavy rainfall, flood
andthe frequent change of the
course of the rivers, speedy
growth of jungles etc., ii)
Geological factors:
earthquakes and iii) Manmade
causes: pollution, theft, and
encroachment of landed
property, lack of government
patronage and, lack of
necessary care and
consciousness for the ancient
treasures.

As such, the need of
the hour is to take necessary
steps on the part of the
Government as well as public
to protect this cultural
heritage and this will help us
to preserve them for posterity.
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E-Library means
Electronic Library. E-Library is
not merely a collection of
electronic information. It is an
organized system of
information that can serve as
a rich resource for its user
community. E-Library s
amongst the most complex
and advanced form of
information system. It
presents unique challenges
and opportunities because of
many diverse requirements
involving collaborative
support, rapid access, highly
interactive interfaces, digital
document imaging, distributed
database management.
Hypertext, information
retrieval, enforcement of
intellectual property rights,
integration of multimedia
information services,
management of multilingual
collection, electronic
reference service, electronic
document delivery and
selective dissemination, etc.
owing to these diverse
requirements, the E-Libraries
are emerging as a growing
interdisciplinary area of
research and education for
information science, computer

E- Library

science, library science and a
number of other related
disciplines.

The term E-Library may
mean at different times to
represent the concept of
library without books, libraries
having information in
computer readable format or
having access to information
in digital format. The terms
which have been vogue at
different times include
Paperless Library
Virtual Library
Library without boundaries
Digital library

However, E-Library, on
one hand is used to referto a
system or applications whose
function is chiefly extend
electronic access to material
available in a conventional
library to a remote user. Onthe
other hand, it is used to
describe both commercial as
well as academic system
designed to enable electronic
access to a large corpora of
electronic documents to
authorized users. Today’s E-
Libraries are built around
internet and web technologies
with electronic journals as
their building blocks. The legal
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Assistant Professor
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information through electronic
system (LITE) system was first
implemented by the US Air
Force in 1967. And
sophisticated information
storage and retrieval system
were built during the 1980's.

E-Library may have the
following characteristics :

i) E-Library are the
digital counterparts of
traditional libraries and
include both electronic as well
as print and other (e.g audio,
video, graphics, animation etc)
materials.

ii) An E-Library owns
and controls the information,
it provides access to
information.

iii) E-Library has a
united organizational structure
with consistent points for
accessing the data.

iv) An E-Library may
also provide access to
electronic material and
resources from outside, the
actual confines of any one E-
Library.

v) E-Libraries support
quick and efficient access to
a large number of distributed
but interlinked information
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sources that are seamlessly
integrated.

vi) E-Libraries have
collections that .

a) Are
persist over time.

b) Are well organized
and managed.

c) Contain
formats.

d) Contain objects and
not just their representations.

e) Contain some
objects that are digital
aborigine.

vii) E- Librariesinclude
all the processes and services
offerd by the traditional
librarians though the
processes will have to be
revised to accommodate
differences between electonic
and paper media.

! E-Library offers
significant and unparallel
improvement and value
addition to library services
while providing workable
solutions to problems
traditionally associated with
the management of print-
based collections in
traditional libraries. Improved
informations retrieval and
enhanced document delivery
capabilities are widely
acclaimed strengths of E-
Libraries.unparallelimprovem-
ent and value addition to
library services which
providing workable solution to
problems traditionally

large and

many

associated with the
management of print-based

collections in traditional
libraries. Improved
information retrial and

enhanced document delivery
capabilities are widely
acclaimed strengths of E-
Libraries.

Since information in
the E-library is electronically
stored and accessed, it is not
bound to space and time. The
advantages of E-Libraries may
be indicated as below-

1" "No Physical
boundary : The user of an E-
Library need not go to the
Library Physically people from
all over the world can gain
access to the some
information, as long as an
internet connection s
available.

ii) Round the clock
availability A major
advantage of E-Libraries is
that people can gain access 24
hours to the information.

iii) Multiple access :
The same resources can be
used simultaneously by a
number of institutions.

iv) Information
retrieval: The use is able to use
any search term (word, phrase,
title, name, subject) to search
the entire collection. E-
Libraries can provide very user
friendly interfaces, giving
clickable access to its
resource.,

v) Space : Traditional
libraries are limited by storage
space, electronic libraries
have the potential to store
much more information,
simply because electronic
information requires very title
physical space to contain
them,

At present E-Library is
teasible and with sufficient
training and awareness. That
training will need to Continue
as technology of the electronic
libarary changes. All types of
libraries need to acquire new
skills and knowledge of
technology of the E-Library.
There are still many
unresolved issues surrounding
IT (information technology)
based service and its role in
information access in libraries.
We need to become involved
at grass-root level in finding
solutions of of such problems
and need to take proactive
roles within the libraries,
pushing for new technology
and professional training the
administration that access to
information, regardless of
where the information resides.
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DEFORESTATION AND IMPACTS

Introduction:

Deforestation means
loss of forests or destruction
of forest or reduction of
forests. There was atime when
70 percent of the land area
was covered with forest and
now the total forest cover has
shrunk to 16 percent only. As
civilization advanced, forests
got depleted. Our culture
depends on forests. Modern
civilization has destroyed our
forests at an alarming rate. Of
all the environmental
problems facing our country,
the problem of deforestation
has received maximum public
attention. Awareness of this
problem in developing
countries emerged only when
several studies demonstrated
the severity of environmental
damage and wood shortage.
Causes of Deforestation:
The main causes of
deforestation are as follows —

1) Population Explosion:
Population explosion poses a
great threat to the
environment. Populationisthe
mother of so many problems.
So many areas of forest land
are cleared of trees to reclaim
land for human settlements

(factories, agriculture, housing
,roads, railway tracks, etc) and
growth of population also
increases the demand for
forest products like timber,
firewood, paper and other
valuable products of industrial
importance , all these are
responsible for loss of trees.
Industrialization and
urbanizations is the main
culprit for deforestation . Most
forest areas came under the
control of the Government and
the Government managed
these forests for commercial
exploitation. Only those
species which had any
commercial value were
encouraged and others were
destroyed.

1) Rural Energy Demand
(Firewood Collection): Energy
is animportant resource input
for development of any
country. In rural areas of our
country, nearly 60 to 70
percent of the total energy
consumption is done in
cooking and it is met mainly
by fuel woods or agricultural
wastes. According to a study
done in1987,total non
commercial energy
consumption was found as

Ranjita Goswami
Assistant Professor
Department of Statistics

179.41 million tons of coal
equivalent out of which 116.42
million tons recorded from
firewood only. This shows high
rate of use of firewood’s.
2)Paper and Paper Board
Industry

Large paper and paper board
mills are based mostly on
bamboos and hard woods.
Most of the paper mills are
located near the forests. They
are exploiting the forests raw
materials in a large scale
causing deforestation.

3) Agriculture: Due to
increase in human population
many forest lands were
converted to agricultural
lands. Forests were destroyed
by practising Jhum cultivation.
4) Dams and Reservoirs:
Construction of dams and
reservoirs also cause
deforestation. Large dams
submerge large forest area
causing destruction of forests.
5) Mining Activity: Mining is a
devastating operation which
destroys the natural
ecosystem. Not only mining
activities, but also other
activities associated with
mining make remove
vegetative cover.
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Impact of Deforestation :

1) Impact on atmosphere:
Plants release photosynthetic
oxygen to the atmosphere
which is vital for all living
organisms. Forests act as
excellent biological filters to
separate dust and industrial
waste. We need more oxygen
to keep free the atmosphere
polluted by industries.

a) Green house effect:
Due to deforestation, carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere is
increased and global warming
is resulted. As temperatures
rises, the oceans will warm
and water within them will
expand. Again, glaciers and
the polar ice- caps will melt
increasing the flow of water
into the oceans. This will
threaten countries like
Bangladesh, Maldives,
Netherland etc. If sea level
rises 90cm, many other
countries will also suffer
considerably.

When tree dies or is
burned, the carbon it contains
is returned to the atmosphere.
Deforestation, therefore has a
doubly negative effect both
adding carbon to the
atmosphere and decreasing
nature’s capacity to remove
carbon dioxide from it.

b) Impact of forest on
weather pattern: Research
finding indicates that the
forests play a much more
important role in weather

generation than had been
previously believed . Forests
have an important role in the
rainfall pattern. It has been
found that the amount of
water a forest gathers, can be
returned to the air in large
amounts to form new rain
clouds. The land covered by
tress collects and returns to
the air, at least 10 times as
much moisture as bare,
deforested land. Another
research finding says that,
most of the run off from
precipitation travels relatively
far from the site and is not
easily returned to atmosphere.
Again, a large forest can
generate its own weather
pattern,
c) Moisture recycling:
According to a research
finding a forest can recycle 75
percent of the rain back to the
atmosphere by evaporation
and transpiration.
2) Impact onland :
I) Soil erosion: Soil erosion is
brought about when soil is
washed away by water or
blown away by wind . It takes
place only after natural
vegetative cover-trees ,
shrubs or grass-is wholly or
partly destroyed.
Beside this, deforestation
also encourages

ii) formation of ravines

iii) desertification
2)impact on water
Deforestation in catchment

areas affect river system ,
power generation and silting
of dams and reservaoirs.

3)

Loss of medicinal plants:
Due to deforestation and its
effects, many valuable
medicinal plants have become
endangered or extinct.

5) Cases of straying animals
on the rise:

Cases of wild animals coming
into human habitations have
beenincreased in recentyears
Thisis a clearindication of the
alarming magnitude of forest
cover loss in the state. The
situation is also resulting in

intense man - animal’s
conflicts.

The impact of
deforestation on the
environment lead to

unaccountable destruction and
also pose serious ecological
problems, serious efforts will
have to be made to protectand
conserve forests both at
government as well as public
level. Due attention should be
given to forest management.
Some useful steps in this
direction are:

[) A proper ration between
forest cutting and plantation of
trees should be maintained.
I) actual growth of trees be
supervised,

IIl)strict prohibition of the
cutting of trees for fuel be
imposed,

tV)Alternative media for wood
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such as mounded plastic, etc
,be developed for furniture and
other domestic articles,

V) protection from forest fires,
Vl)development of national
parks and game sanctuaries,
Vil)social forestry be
developed,

Vill)plantation of tress
according to local ecological
conditions,

IX)forest survey be conducted

and classification be done
accordingly,

X)long term master plan for
forest conservation and
development be prepared.

In fact, forest can be
protected through public
movements.
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LIBYA UNDER MUAMMAR GADDAFI

The history of Libya
under Muammar Gaddafi
spanned a period over four
decades from 1969 to 2011.
Gaddafi becomes the 'de
facto' leader of the country on
1 September 1969 after
leading a group of young
Libyan military officer sagainst
king Idris [ in a bloodless coup
in Libya. After the king had fled
the country, the Libyan
Revolutionary Command
Council (RCC) headed by
Gaddafi abolished the
monarchy and constitution and
proclaimed the new Libyan and
Arab republic, with the motto
"Freedom, socialism and
unity".

After coming to power,
the RCC government initiated
a process of directing funds
toward providing education,
health care and housing for all.
The reforms, though not
entirely effective, had their
effect. Public education in the
country is free and primary
education is compulsory for
both boys and girls. Medical
care is also available to the
public at no cost but providing
housing for all is a task the
RCC government has not been

able to complete yet. Under

Gaddafi, per capita income in
the country rose to more than
US dollar 11,000, the fifth
highest in Africa. The increase
in prosperity was
accompanied by a
controversial foreign policy,
with increased political
repression at home.

The name of the
country was changed several
times during Gaddafi's tenure
asthe leader. At first the name
was the Libyan Arab Republic.
In 1977, the name was
changed to Socialist People's
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, where
Jamabhiriya is a term coined by
Gaddafi, usually translated as
"state of the masses" the
country was renamed again in
1986 to the Great Socialist
People's Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya. During the
movement, including. Nelson
Mandela's African National
congress, the Palestinian
Liberation organization, The
Irish republication Army and
the Polisorio front, which led
to a deterioration of Libya's
foreign relations with several
countries and that culminated
in the US bombing of Libya in
1986. After the 9/11 attacks
however, the relations were

Baharul Islam
T.D.C. 4th Semester

mostly normalized. In the
beginning of 2011, a civil war
broke out in the contest of
wider 'Arab spring'. The anti
Gaddafi forces formed a
committee named National
transitional council on 27
February 2011. It was meant
to act as an interim authority
in the rebel controlled areas.
After the government faced
with the threat of further
bloodshed, a multinational
coalition led by NATO forces
intervened on 21 March 2011
with the aim to protect
civilians against attacks by the
government forces. At the
same time, the international
Criminal courtissued as arrest
warrant against Gaddafi and
his entourage on 27 June 2011.
Gaddafi was ousted from
power in the wave of the fall
of Tripoli to the rebel forces on
20 August 2011, although
pockets of resistance held by
forces loyal to Gaddafi's
government wanted out for
another two months especially
in Gaddafi's hometown of
Sirate, which he declared the
new capital of Libya on 1st
September 2011. The fall of
the last remaining cities under
pro- Gaddafi Control and
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Sirate's capture on 20th
October 2011 followed by the
subsequent killing of Gaddafi
marked the end of the Libyan
Arab.

Libya's interim rulers
declared the country liberated
on 23rd October 2011 afteran
8 months of civil war,
launching the oil- rich nation
on what is meant to be a two
year transition to democracy.
But they laid out plans with an
Islamist tone that could rattle
their Western backers. The
joyful ceremony formally
marking the end of Gaddafi's
42 years tyranny was also
clouded by mounting pressure
from the leaders of the NATO

campaign that helped secure
victory to investigate whether
Gaddafi, dragged wounded but
alive out of a drainage ditch,
was then execute by this
captors.

"You should only
embrace honesty, patience,
and mercy" Abdul Jalil told a
flag-waving crowd of several
thousands at the declaration
ceremony in the eastern city
of Benghazi, the birth place of
uprising against Gaddafi.
Abdul Jalil out a vision for a
new Libya with an Islamist tint,
saying Islamic Sharia law
would be the "basic source" of
legislation and that existing
laws that contradict the

teaching of Islam would be
nullified. He outlined several
changes to align with Islamic
law including putting caps on
interest for bank loans and
lifting restrictions on the
number of wives Libyan men
can take. The Muslim holy
book, the Quran, allows men
up to four wives Abdul Jalil
thanked those who fought in
the war, saying they "are some
where better than here, with
God". Displaying his own
piety, he then stepped aside
from the podium and knelt to
offer a prayer to thanks.
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BRAIN DRAIN: BOON FOR DEVELOPED COUNTRIES,
BUT BANE FOR INDIA.

IJAZ AHMED
T.D.C. 3RD SEMESTER

Brain drain has become a major concern of the
developing countries especially India. The term which
emerged in 1960s. When the skilled workhorse started
emigrating from the poor countries to the rich countries
in search of better job opportunities and living
conditions became a hot topic of discussion over the
years.

The phrase 'brain drain' refers to the increasing
tendency of the young energetic, capable and talented
youth of a country who migrate to another country in
search of their fortune They forsake their motherland
for they seek better opportunities in other countries.
This has become a characteristic more of the
intelligence of the nation --- the doctors, engineers,
scientists, M.B.A.s, C.A.s, lawyers and other
professionals --- this explains the specific use of the
word 'brain drain'. Our country is gradually being
deprived of its intellectual capacity. Our nation, if this
continues, will be rendered intellectually impoverished
and impotent. This in turn is leading to a great loss of
national wealth.

But, have we ever thought of the reasons behind
such a great outflow of 'brain' from the country, like
always, we prefer to harp upon problems rather than
find solutions. Why does India, a great and domineering
nation in Asia, have to face such a grave and serious
problem? Why is our youth allured by the stranger
meadows and horizons? Why do they prefer to work hard
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and be honest there, instead
of here?

The first answer to this
problem is that we have failed
utterly in providing the right
kind of opportunities to our
youth. We have fallen face
down when it comes to
fulfilling their aspirations,
ambitions and dreams.
Countries like the USA, UK,
Germany, France, Russia, Italy,
Japan etc have developed
greatly in their technology,
science,electronics, comp-
uters, astronomy etc. Thus,
these countries provide
greater opportunities---
quality as well as facilities,
packages, scholarships etc
provided by these nations are
for better than what we can

provide themin a lifetime. But
with the Indians like Amartya
Sen, Arundhati Roy or Kalpana
Chawla making it to
international fame shows that
the situation is perhaps not so
grim,

If we want to put a
check to this growing problem,
we have to create better jobs
and offer better opportunities
forourintellectuals so that we
can woo them to stay on. Our
IT professionals and |IM
graduates are the best in the
world. Countries welcome
them with open arms. Why
can't we think of some
measures where we can
absorb our best within our own
country? We can use the best
potential of the country to

accelerate our progress in
socio-economic fields. We
need to give deserving jobs to
students, who return to India
after completing their
education abroad, full of fresh
ideas, zeal, idealism and
patriotism. We need to
formulate such policies which
attract our scientists,
engineers, lawyers, doctors,
researchers, MBAs, to come
back to their motherland and
work together for its
development to provide a
better living atmosphere and
a better working condition if
we seriously want to block the
‘brain drain' from our country.

I <<= e wesa/ xo > I -



DEFORESTATION AND ITS IMPACT ON

The soul of the Earth
and the whole animal kingdom
or the whole biotic community
lies in the existence of trees.
Trees are those, for which the
Earth looks beautiful and
remains healthy. Trees are
playing the real role as a
component of the Earth. They
give us 'good' things by taking
the 'bad' things from us. They
consume harmful Carbon-
dioxide (co2) gas which is
injurious to human beings as
well as the animal kingdom
which they expel out through
respiration, and gives us
Oxygen (O,) gas which is the
primary need of every living
things. Forests are the home
place the wild animals where
they live, feed and perform all
the vital activities of life. The
sources of all the food we take
is directly or indirectly are
provided by the trees. Besides,
except few, most of the things

MOTHER EARTH

we use in our day to day life is
extracted from the trees. The
roots of the trees protect the
soil and hence present soil
erosion which is becoming a
big problem today. Trees play
a leading role in maintaining
the increasing global warming.
The destruction of forests
means the destruction of wild
animal population as the
animals living in the forest will
also die with the destruction
of their home place. For this,
today many wild animal
species have become extinct
and some are going to be
extinct. Actually, we only take
from them but don't give

. anything back to them.

The increasing human
population is the cause for
which we have to cut the
forests for fulfilling the
increased need of living. We
know that we will exist only if
the plant exists. Yet knowing

Parismita Bharadwaj
T.D.C. 3rd Semester.

this, we are destroying forests
for our own economic profits
and various accommodations
resulting in deforestation.
Deforestation have many
effects on us like - increasing
soil erosion, decreasing
number of wildlife, increasing
desertification , loss of
genetic resources etc.
Actually, cutting of
trees is a crime for which any
punishment becomes less. We
are so selfish that we do not
have time to think for our next
generation in which condition
they would live if the current
condition persists.
If we have to restore the
beauty and healthy of mother
Earth, we have to follow this
mantra -plant 10 trees instead
of cutting 1. So, now let us join
hands for a good cause -for a
better world.

I -7 e wesa/ 2o e I -




ECONOMICGROWTH

Dharitri Saharia
T.D.C. 4th Semester

Economic growth is a necessary condition of
economic development. Economic growth refers to
increase in national output or income. In other words
economic growth implies expansion of goods and
services. National income is the sum total of the value
of all final goods and services produced in the country
during one year, calculated after making some necessary
adjustments. To find the real NI, the money value of final
good and services is deflated by the price index to
eliminate the change that might have taken place in the
value of national output. Owing to change in the price
level. This rate of increase in the real NI indicates the
growth rate of an economy.

From the viewpoint of economic growth the
increase in the real NI should be over a substantially
long period of time. A sudden expansion of economic
activity over a short period is not the indicator of
economic growth because it may soon be followed by a
recession Economic growth implies a sustained
expansion of economic activity over a long period of
time.

Economic growth indicates sustained increases
in per capitareal income of a country. Real income is
nominal income minus inflation rate. In the more recent
literature on the subject there has been a growing
emphasis on defining economic growth or development
in terms of rise in percept productivity or an increase in
the prod capacity of the nation. Economic development
aims at building up greater production capacity because
rate of growth of NI in future depends upon the

Fad
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productive capacity thus
generated. Therefore,
increase in the stock of capital
goods and the progresses of
scientific knowledge are
considered as the essential
pre- requisites of economic
development because they
help to increase the efficiency
of the people.

Economic growth and
development signifies a
process of change in the
overall economic activity and
is not to be confused with
some scattered development
requires the generation of

force of economic change.
There may be a few isolated
pockets of development even
in some parts of an
undeveloped country. But this
does not mean that the whole
economy is undergoing a
change. Economic
development refers to only
those changes which gather
momentum and continuously
lift the whole economy to the
higher level of economic
activity.

Generally the term
economic growth is related to
advances countries. According

to A Madison, "the rising of
income level is generally
called economic growth inrich
countries and in the poor ones
it is called economic
development". In technical
view of J.A Schumpeter,
"growth is a gradual and
steady processhelps in raising
the level of output, income
and employment".

Thus, the terms
economic growth is used to
mean income, more output
and more employment.
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SOCIAL NETWORKING IN MODERN SOCIETY

in modern days, social
networking has rapidly soared
to become one of the most
common ways for the people
to exchange message, dia-
logues, ideas and share infor-
mation.

As a result, social me-
dia has played a large role in
shaping the transformation of
ways of the people to commu-
nicate with one another. Just
a mere decade ago people
used to either meet for coffee,
stop by one another's house
or pick up the phone and call,
but mother society is a fast
paced world.

In a world dominated
by technology and many indi-
viduals possessing an innate
need for continuous streams
of information, social net-
working effectively fulfills the
desire for both the ability to
send and receive quick, if not
immediate responses.

While people may still
interact with one another in
more 'traditional ways' such as
coffee or phone calls, today
many people are more apt to
learn or receive the latest
news about one another
through 'FACEBOOK' rather
than from personal informa-
tion.

Here are a few ways
social networking has affected
socialization, for better or
worse,

Less phone calls.

While many people
are becoming attached and
dependent upon their cell
phones, less phone calls are
materializing from calling to
communicating through text
messaging. However with
smart phone becoming in-
creasingly popular, web capa-
bilities and apps to allow
people to easily indulge in so-
cial networking through their

Joyita Das
T.D.C. 4th Semester.

mobile devices is perhaps
slowly, but steadily coming
back for the need to actually
talk to other. Today much com-
munication takes place via
electronic text and a high per-
centage of it occurs through
social networking.

Decreased face to face inter-
action :As so many people
spend on inordinate amount if
time on social networking
sites, there must be benefits
or else people would not in-
dulge. However in an age
where time often feels to be
ata premium. Many people are
likely to connect with friends
and family on social network-
ing rather than spend time so-
cializing in person. As a result
this ends up with less face to
face interaction. Which can
eventually significantly impact
personal relationships?
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STUDENT MAINTAINING IN DISCIPLINE
IN THIS TIME

Sauravlyoti Bhuyan
T.D.C. 4th Semester

Human civilization is marching forward step by step which expands the
moral and intellectual knowledge. Various organizations were established in past
days and some sound rules were implemented. The word 'Discipline' come from
the word 'Disciple’ which means a learner, so we have come to know that disci-
pline indicates learning of some rules.

Institutionally a learner is considered as a student.
Student means-

S - Studiousness and sincerity

T - Truthfulness

U - Unflinching

D - Discipline and devotion

E - Eagerness and earnestness

N - Neat and cleanliness

T - Trustworthiness

Student life is the most important and formative period of one's life, intel-
ligence and change of many things remain imperfect during this period. Maintain-
ing discipline at home enables a student to adapt himself/herself in a huge society
with freedom and respect. So, they should obey parents, teachers and elders. Dis-
cipline provides a successful life to a student. So, it is a part and parcel of one's
life. Discipline is everywhere. If we don't take our food timely, we may suffer from
diseases whether studying, sleeping, eating, playing, working, we should maintain
discipline. We should keep it as our property or principle because discipline is the

root of success. Student life is the foundation of a huge building so, we should
maintain discipline in our lines.
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VITAMINS

Ginita Sarma
T.D.C. 6th sem.

Hopkins coined the term accessory factors to the unknown
and essential nutrients present in natural foods. Funk isolated an
active principle (an amine) from rice polishing and eater in yeast.
Which could cure beriberi in pigeons. He coined the term vitamin
(Greek vita life) to the accessory factors with later realized. That
only few of them are amines. Tue term vitamin, however, continued
without the final latter 'e' vitamins can be defined as naturally oc-
curring organic substances which are required in minute amount to
maintain normal health and are to be supplied in food as they cannot
be synthesized by the organism (except vitamin 'd' which can be syn-
thesized by the skin in the presence of sunlight). They do not provide
energy. They are not used as structural units. Vitamins differ from
hormones in not being produced within the organism. They are usu-
ally required as coenzymes or precursors of coenzymes. Hence, it is
better to call them the accessory food substances. There are about
15 vitamins essential for humans. They are classified as fat soluble
(A, D, E and K) and water soluble (C and B group). The B- complex
vitamins may be sub- divided in to energy- releasing (B1, B2, B6,
biotin etc.) and hematopoietic (folic acid and B12). Fat soluble vita-
mins can be stored in liver and adipose tissue. The water soluble
vitamins are a heterogeneous group of compounds since. They differ
chemically from each other. The only common character shared by
them is their solubility in water. Generally vitamins deficiencies are
multiple rather than individual with overlapping symptoms. It is of-
ten difficult to pinpoint the exact biochemical basis for the symp-
toms.
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CHARACTER- A MIRROR OF LIFE

Resma Ahmed
T.D.C. 2nd semester.

The crown and glory of life is character, it is the noblest posses-
sion of a man. It constitutes a rank in itself, and an estate in the general
goodwill. Character exercises a greater power than wealth. It secures all
the honour, without the jealousies of fame. It is the result of proved honour,
rectitude and consistency. Such qualities perhaps, more than any other,
command the respect of mankind.

Character is human nature in its best form. It is moral order em-
bodied in the individual. Men of character are not only the conscience of
society, butin every well governed state they are its best motivating power.

Though a man may have little culture, abilities and wealth if his
character is of sterling quality, he will always command on influence any-
where. Every man who respects himself, and values the respect of others;
will practice this maxim. He will do honestly what he proposes to do. He
will put the highest character in to his work. He will shrink for nothing, but
will pride himself upon his integrity and conscientiousness. Men, whose
acts are at director variance with their words, command no respect. What
they say has little weight. Even truth, when altered by them, is not be-
lieved.

Character is necessarily strengthened by the cultivation of good
habits. So everyone should try to create good habits. It is often harder to
unlearn, than to learn. But if we wish; everything is possible for us.
Because we know, \

Money is lost

Nothing is lost

But

When character is lost

Everything is lost

So, we must remember these few lines in every step of life and make
our life as beautiful as a 'rose’.
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LOKTOK LAKE - A PART OF BIO-DIVERSITY

Kanika Kalita
T.D.C. 4thsem.

LoktokLake is the largest fresh water lake in north-eastern India
and also one of the biggest fresh water lakes in Asia. The lake which is
oval in shape is located in Manipur and it spreads out to about 300 sq.
km. The water depthin the lake ranges between 1 to 5 meters. This lake
is also called floating lake due to floating heterogeneous mass of
vegetation, soil and decaying organic matter called phumdis. The
KeibulLlamjo National park (area of 40 km). The largest of all the phumdis
is situated in the southern region of this lake; this park is the last natural
habitat of the endangered deer known as "Shangai".

This ancient lake plays an important role in the socio-economic
and cultural life of Manipuri people. It serves as a source of water for
hydropower generation, irrigation and drinking water supply, on the other
hand, it is also a source of livelihood for the rural fisherman living in the
surrounding areas and on phumdis, also known as "phumshongs". There
are about 55 rural and urban hamlets around the lake. The lake has got
divided into several small and largewater lodged areas called pats,
situated only between the two rivers Manipur and Khuga.

In the surrounding area of LoktokLake, there are many valuable plants.
These are food plants Heikak, Ishing Kambong, Jhambal, Jharo, Fuel plant,
used for cooking and smoking of fishes) etc.

In LoktokLake a total of 425 species of animals have been

identified. In this there are some rare animals such as Indian python,
Sambhar and barking deer. The lake provides refuge to thousands of birds
which belong to at least 145 species. 54 species of fish were recorded
by the Laktok development authority (LDA) of which 17 species of exotic
forms was common and available throughout the year, while species
were rare and seasonal.
The main problem of the LoktokLake can be traced to the construction of
Itachi barrage for the multipurpose project for hydropower generation
and the loss of vegetal cover in the catchment area. The construction of
Itachi barrage has led to change in hydrological cycle thereby affecting
ecological processes and functioning of the lake.
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The domestic sewage
from Imphal city carried by
NambulRiver discharged into
the lake affecting its mineral
balance and water quality. The
growth of weeds, alage and
phumdis are adversely
affecting the ecological
stability of the lake. During the
last two decades the lake has
been invaded by exotic
grasses like 'paragrass’.

The main activities
carried out by the state
government of Manipur
constituted Loktok
Development Authority in
1989, including survey and
demarcation, removal of
phumdis, control of water by
acinth, construction of silt
detention structures,
afforestation of critical
catchment area by plantation

and soil conservation through
engineering measures. A
number of people's
organizations are also
participating in these efforts to
save this dying lake.
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NORTH-EAST:
A MONTAGE OF CULTURE (S)

GayatriDeka
T.D.C. 2nd Semester.

Behind the dense shades of evergreen warp, where
some are misguided by its hostile atmosphere; the north-
eastern India exhibits a widespread variety of culture and
festivals. These festivals weave a strong bond of brotherhood
among the people of this region as well as outsiders.
Arunachal Pradesh
Losar festival: (Celebrated in January/ February) This fifteen
day festival is the beginning of the New Year according to the
Monpa calendar. Various dances like the ajilhaml| dance, lion
and peacock dance, the yak dance are performed during the
festival.

Torgya festival:This three day festival signifies the destruction
of evil spirits and seeks the rule of prosperity and happiness
among the people.

Saga dawa: Celebrated in the fourth month of the lunar calendar,
it marks the achievement of nirvana by Gautam Buddha.
ASSAM

Bihu: The spring time Rongali or Bohag Bihu is pre-eminent
among the three Bihus celebrated to mark the different seasons
of the year. Usually occurring in April, this is the time when all
the Assamese people come out to sing, dance and to make
merry.

Ambubachi: Celebrated during the monsoon season,
AmbubachiMela is the most important festival in Guwahati's
Kamakhya Temple.

Tribal Festivals: People from different tribes have their own
special festivals. The Rajini Gabra and Harni Garba are the
annual festivals of the Dimasa tribe; Rongker and Chomangkam
are the important festivals of the Mishing tribe.

MANIPUR

Cheiraoba: This is the Manipuri's New Year's Day that falls in
the month of April. This is the time when Manipuris clean their
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houses; prepare special dishes
that are first offered to the
deities

NingolChakkouba: It is an age
old social festival for the
Meitis celebrated every year
on the second day of the
Manipuri lunar month of
Hiyangei.

Kut: It is an autumn festival of
the Kuki-chin-Mizo tribes in
Manipur.

MEGHALAYA

Nongkrem: Celebrated in
November, Nongkrem is one of
the most important Khasi
festivals.

BehDeikhlam: The jaintias
invoke the Gods for a good
harvest aftyer the sowing
season by celebrating the
festival of Beh Deinkhlam in
the month of July.

Wangala Dance: The great
harvest festival of the Garos
is the wangala dance, held in
the month of November,
colourful costumes, dance and
music are the highligiits of this
celebration.

MIZORAM

Chapcharkut: Celebrated

around the first week of
March, this seven day spring
Festival finds the Mizo tribes
attired in their traditional
ceremonial costumes and
weapons. The most important
dance of the programme is the
famous Cheraw (bamboo)
dance.

TRIPURA
Garia puja:The  tribal
population of Tripura

celebrates on the seventh day
of the month of Bisakh. This
puja ends with dancing and
singing.

Karachi puja: this is a seven
day festival held in July every
year. The fourteen Goddesses
are worshipped with great
vigor.

Durga puja: though this is
predominantly a Bengali
festival, it is celebrate by all
communities during
September-October.
NAGALAND

There is Amyriad of Naga
festivals celebrated by one or
another tribe. The famous
Hornbill festival takes place
every year in the first week of

December. Some other
important festivals are-
KukiMimkut (January),

AngamiSekrenyi (February), A
Moatsu (April), SemaTuluni

(July), LothatokhuEmong
(November)
SIKKIM

Sikkim's festivals, as given
below, are held according to
the Buddhist Calendar which
is almost corresponds to the
month of the English Calendar.
Losoong (Sikkim's New Year)
December/ January
TashidingBhumchu- February/
March, Losar- February, Saga
dawa- May/ June.

One of the most intriguing
dance forms is the chaams.
These are ritual dances of the
lamas, which feature colorful
masks and quint musical
instruments and are held at
various monasteries during
the festivals.

Thus all these festivals
together form a montage of
culture(s) representing the
North-Eastern part of the
country at its best.
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THE AMAZING GEOLOGICAL

The Grand Canyon

The Grand Canyonisa
landmark geological feature
that characterizes the United
States of America. It has been
formed due to the corrosive
action of the fast following
Colorado River.

It is neither the
deepest Canyon in the world
nor the widest. But no other
Canyon has a landscape as
beautiful as the Grand
Canyon. Geologically it is
significant because of the
thick sequence of ancient
rugged rocks that are
beautifully preserved in the
walls of the canyon.

The rugged structure
of the expanse is because of
the unequal upliftment of the
plaieu

There are two distinct
North and South Rims that
have been formed. The
northern rim has a higher
elevation as compared to the
South Rim. Views from the
North Rim provide a better

FEATURE OF USA

impression of the Canyon's
landscape.

It is said Garcia Lopez
de Cardenas, a Spanish
explorer, was the first
European to see the Grand
Canyon, in 1540. He was in
Search of ancient fabled cities
called the Seven Golden cities
of Cibola. Which contained
hidden treasures. But in the
course of his explorations he
stumbled across the Grand
Canyon. His journey however,
was considered a failure
because he never found the
gold which he was in search

of.

The large Chuckwalla
and Short horned Lizard (more
commonly known as the horny
toad) are just two of the many
lizards found roaming
throughout the Grand Canyon.

Native American,
called the Anasaze, lived along
the Grand Canyon long before
Europeans ever discovered the
existence of this territory. The
Anasaze, who are thought to
be the ancestors of the

Dipanbita Kaushik
T.D.C. 4th Semester.

Present day. Hopi, lived in
caves and pit houses along the
edges of the canyon in
pueblos (town). The Hopi
believe the Grand Canyon is a
Sipapu, a place from which all
people emerged from another
world into this one.

Some of the larger
animals seen wondering in
and around the Grand Canyon
include big horn sheep, mule
deer, mountain lions, bobcats
and coyote.

The Niagara Falls

The Niagara Falls is a
geological feature. Niagara
Falls' attractions include the
Butterfly conservatory and
Marine land.

Niagara Falls is a
stunning cascade that lies on
the border or Canada and the
United States. It is compassed
two major sections separated
by the Goat Island: Horseshoe
Falls. Actually the Niagara
Falls is the collective name
given to the American Falls
(between Prospect Paint and
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Luna Island), Bridal Veil Falls
(between Luna Island and Goat
Island) and the Canadian or
Harsehae Falls (between Goat
Island and Table Rock).

The Niagara Falls is
located on the Niagara River.
The River flows from Lake Eire
to Lake Ontario.

The Niagara Falls at
one time in history was located
between present-day Queens
ton, Ontario and Lewiston,
New York. But erosion of their
crest, it is said has caused the
waterfalls to retreat
approximately 6.8 miles or 11

kilometer southward.

The volume of water
approaching the Niagara Falls
during the peak flow season
may sometimes be as much as
5,700 m.

The flow of water was
stopped completely over the
Niagara Falls on March 29,
1848 due to anice jam in the
upper river for several hours.
The Falls did not actually
freeze but the flow was
stopped.

The popularity of the
Niagara Falls increased by
leaps and bounds after the

release of the Marilyn Monroe
and Joseph Cotton Starrer,
'Niagara' in 1953.

Niagara contains an
extensive system of riversand
lakes for great sport fishing for
rainbow trout, brown trout,
Salmon Lake trovt, and musky
and small mouth bass.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH PADMASHREE
DR. SARBESWAR SAHARIA

Dr. Sarbeswar Saharia at present is working as vice-chairman and
chief transplant surgeon in Krishana Institute of Medical science,
Secendrabad. He pays a bimonthly visit to sun valley hospital in
Guwahati. He is also a member of "North- East Care Foundation"
(trust) which provides free medical treatment to financially back-
ward patients. Dr. Saharia was awarded Padmashree in the year

2014.

1. Sir, you were bornin
Mangaldai, and now you are a
nationally renowned Physi-
cian. How did you preapare
yourself to reach this stage?

* My birth place is
Mangaldai. Due to our poor fi-
nancial background it was not
possible to dream for big
achievements in life. | used to
assist my father financially by
selling vegetables in the mar-
ket during the weekly market
at Mangaldai on Wednesdays
and Sundays. There was noth-
ing much in our farm to sell ex-
cept coconut, bananas,
bettlenuts and tejpat. Took
active part in organizing dra-
mas during the Laxmi Puja fes-
tival at Tengabari and also
acted in most of them along
with HemantaDatta (my class
mate during school days) who

Interviewer

Secy. Magazine.

is a leading mobile theatre
personality in the state now.
The first break in my life came
when | was selected for the
undergraduate medical course
at Guwahati Medical College
in 1962 though | secured Sec-
ond division in the higher sec-
ondary final examination. First
time in my life | realized that
if | putin more hard work, suc-
cess is bound to come. Since
the time | left Mangaldai in
1962 join my medical school |
rarely visit my home town and
spend most of the time in the
hospital and medical library. |
did not visit my home for seven
years during my postgraduate
training days at PGl
Chandigarh when | was receiv-
ing training in organ transplan-
tation. | realized in life that
nothing can be achieved with-

out hard work. Even a person
with excellent brain cannot be
successful in life without put-
ting in extra effort.

2. Have you noticed
any differences in educational
and socio-cultural conditions
of Assam and the rest of India
? If yes, what are the differ-
ences?

*Since last four de-
cades | am working outside
Assam, mostly in South India
butinteracted very frequently
with the people of the state.
The life style, culture, food,
language etc. are different in
four major areas of the coun-
try. Medical science has ad-
vanced very rapidly across the
globe during the last two de-
cades and India is no excep-
tion.

Unfortunately in India higher
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end medical facility is localized
to most of the metro cities
where most of the metro cit-
ies where most of the private
sector hospitals of interna-
tional standard are located.
Cities like Mumbai,
Hydarabad, Delhi, Mangalore
and Chennai are having hos-
pitals with facilities which can
be compared with any such
hospitals around the world in-
cluding USA and UK. Many of
the Indian doctors trained
abroad are coming back to join
these hospitals to offer higher
end medical facilities to our
people. Unfortunate due tova-
riety of reasons the Northeast
part of the country including
Assam does not have any
higher end tertiary care medi-
cal facilities till now. Law and
ordersituationin the area and
non-availability of trained
medical and paramedical per-
sonnel are the main reasons
for this situation. Though in-
terested many of the corporate
hospital groups in the country
are reluctant to invest in the
state due mainly to the above
mentioned reasons. This has
created a serious problem for
the patients from the region as
they have to travel long dis-
tances to other centers and
cities for medical assistance
appending a huge amount of
money and facing tremendous
inconvenience both to the pa-
tients and their families.

3. At present it is no-
ticed that thePhysicists give
more importance to Diagnosis
by mechanical means. What is
your opinion in this regard?

*As | have mentioned
earlier the way the doctors
practice medicine now has
changed as compared to the
system about 25 years back.
The doctors are now account-
able for any decision they
make in connection with the
diagnosis and treatment of a
patient. Though a clinical judg-
ment of a doctor may be cor-
rect but this cannot be proved
by any doctor as there is no
documentary evidence. Be-
sides, a clinical judgment of a
doctor may not be correct but
various investigations would
give a correct diagnosis at a
shortest possible time. As time
factor is very important in
dealing with patients (particu-
larly serious patients) various
diagnostic tools helps the doc-
tor in reaching a diagnosis at
a shortest possible time so
that treatment can be started
at the earliest. This system of
medical practice is called as
'‘Evidence based Medicine'
which is good both for patients
and doctors. As the cases of
law suit for medical malprac-
tices are increasing and more
and more patients are going to
the court with complaints of
wrong or inadequate medical
treatment and diagnosis the

documented proof of various
investigations can be used by
the doctors for their defense
in such cases.

4. It is a well known
fact that the food we consume
contain pesticides and herbi-
cides, which cause dieases.
What is your opinion in this
regard?

* This is well known
that the chemicals like insec-
ticide, pesticide and manures
etc. used now a days in agri-
culture sector are very harm-
ful to the consumer and many
of them are carcinogenic
(causes cancer). Thatis where
the concept of Organic food
has come and slowly becom-
ing very popular. The govern-
ment is in a dilemma now as
without these chemicals the
food production would come
down making our country food
deficient which would be a
very serious problem. That is
why it has become very impor-
tant now for small families to
have a kitchen garden in their
house so that routinely used
vegetables can be grown with-
out using any chemicals in
their own backyard. Our newly
elected Prime Minister Mr.
NarendraModi in his address
in the parliament recently has
made a proposal of soil Cul-
ture where all the farmers
would test their soil first to
find out the suitability of the
soil for a particular crop so that
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the use of manuresand other
chemicals can be minimized
thereby making it more safe
for consumption as well as less
costly.

5. From being a small
town boy to be a Padmashree,
how do you feel about it?

* | have put in lot of
hard work during my medical
career starting from 1962 till
now to come to this level.
Once such hard work is recog-
nized particularly by the high-
est authority in the country it
gives a feeling of satisfaction
and that is my feeling "SATIS-
FIED". This also gives encour-
agement to do more in the fu-
ture if possible.

6. Tell us about a
memorable incident of your
life?

* We were the first
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batch in Higher Secondary edu-
cation at Mangaldai HS School
in 1958. We had no books, no
proper teachers and other fa-
cilities particularly in science.
But due to my agricultural
background | was very fond of
Botany and Zoology and tried
to study the subject from vari-
ous sources available. | was
very disappointed when inthe
final HS examination result |
could get only second division
(Nobody secured first division
from our school). But | was
very keen to know who se-
cured highest mark in Biology
in the whole state and wrote
a letter to that effect to Board
of Secondary Education in
Assam. To my surprise | re-
ceived a letter from them
about a month later. They
wrote: "SarbeswarSahariah,

Roll Z No: 17 from Mangaldai
Government Higher Secondary
School, Mangaldai secured
highest marks in Biology in the
state of Assam". | would like
to remember this as my most
memorable moment of my life
and cherish it forever.

7. What is your advice

for the students of Mangaldai
college?
* My Best Wishes to all the
students of Mangaldai College
for their bright future. But un-
fortunately Bright future does
not come without hard work.
Make it a habit to give your
best in whatever you are do-
ing and do not except
miracles. Hard work and per-
severance would help you in
achieving greater heights in
life. God bless all of you.
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MY AIM

Banalata Saikia
T.D.C. 2dn semester.

Lord, | am proud of

Being a girl,

My birth on this earth

Is like a pearl.

| want not to live

In the sea of ignorance,

But live in the pursuit of

Truth and providence

Not to get lost within

The walls of domesticity

But find some meaning,

In the house of creativity.

Bless me with high virtues

Of goodness, holiness, selflessness
And a mind that always feels
Thy divine power and presence.
Lord, | am proud of

Being a girl,

My birth on this earth

Is like a pearl.

THE SOLITARY LIFE

Daimalu Muchahary
T.D.C. 6th Semester.

It was a rainy day

Sitting on the balcony

| fell solitary

| am an orphan in this world.
No one comes to bless me,
Why is everything looking different?
Is this the way of life?

| even faced worst day.

The days made solitude.
Sometimes colleagues left me.
Why it owners frequently?

| cannot realize it

Has the universe created it?
Has everyone discarded me?
Oh' this solitary life.
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The great Sin

The great crippler

The most satisfying experience
The best action

The greatest blessing

The biggest fool

The most certain thing in life
The greatest joy

The cleverest man

The most potent force

The greatest thought

The greatest opportunity

The greatest victory

The best play

The greatest handicap

The most expensive indulgence
The most dangerous man

The most ridiculous trait

The greatest loss

The greatest need

‘ LAWS OF LIFE l

..............

..............

..............

..............

Doing your duty first

keep the mind clear & the judgment good.
Good health.

The man who lies to himself.

Change.

Being needed.

The one who has done what he thinks is right.

Positive thinking.

'God'

The next one.

Victory over self.
Successful Work.
Egoism.

Hate

The lier.

False pride.

Loss of self confidence.

Common Sense.

"The first and foremost duty of soldier is to live and die for his country. It is his dharma."

—SardarVallabhbhai Patel.

"Take up one idea; make that one idea your life..... Think of it, dream of it, and live on that
idea. This is the way to success."

— Swami Vivekananda
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