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Where beauty cannot keep her lustrous eyes

Or new love pine at them beyond tomorrow.
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school, Durgabari, Suknanni, and other popular
varities and tolk tunes.'
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"Srijut Durlove Chandra Das, Ostad of Tezpur,
paid a visit to Golaghat during the celebration of the
Coronation Durbar in Delhi, He rendered valuable
assistance to our concert party in the performance of
'Upakshita'. I am most glad to say that he has fair
tactics in teaching songs to young boys of which we
had experience on the occasion. — @% 2*{$ 4!
(SITEeR Al (wrafbs FRa Fo1AfS eicm v 3174 |
(3 RS (3649 JECRiR Atz — "Srijut Durlove
Chandra Das, ostad of Tezpur paid a visit to Golaghat
during the celebration of the coronation Festivities.
He rendered valuable help to the Concert party in
connection with the performance of 'Sakuntala" by
the Assamese Dramatic club. The charming dances
of the sakhis (The girl companions) of 'Sakuntala"
were mainly due to he excellenct music played by the
Ostad.
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“Political Participation of Women in India”
An Overview.

“The success of a country mainly depends
upan the effective participation of its members
in the decission making process, which shape
their life. Direct and indirect participation of
citizens in public affairs and their involvement
in the conduct of public affairs is the life of a
participatory democracy. Participation of the
citizens act as a check against the sinister
interest of the privileged few over the general
interest of the citizens. Thus the success of
modern welfare state largely depends on the
effective participation of citizens in decission
making process. But a society in which a
substantial part of population is denied any
participation whatsoever is likely to be highly
exploisive. Democracy becomes meaningful
only when citizens, men and women are
politically equal to the point of power sharing
in proportion of their share in the population
as a whole.”

In some countries social status of women
is very high but political participation is
limited. In the concept of New World also
women have a very limited role in political
process. The political space all over the globe
is very limited for women. In Indian tradition,
from the very early period preference is given
to boys than girls. The religious teachings also
refers women or girls to be projected as Sita
Or to sacrifice for the sake of others. Women
have been projected as a symbol of happiness,
co-existence, peace and production. Ability of
Women was judged by her capacity to
‘*eProduce. She was expected to reproduce 2

male child. Thys the culture of dominance and
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# Barnali Deka
Lecturer, Deptt. of Pol. Sc.

alienation has strengthened the institution of
patriarchy. As a result, women became weaker
and exploited having limited right on property,
limited access on education and reproduction.

As aresult, if we want any political evenue
for women there was a need for social reform,
Thus during the fight against colonisers towards
the end of 19" century a lot of reforms were
brought by liberal reformers like Rammohan
Roy, Vivekananda etc. on humanitarian ground.
During the period of freedom struggle question
of women’s emancipation again disappeared.
The leaders never thought of women’s issue in
negotiation for women’s political power. They
thought that colonial power only capture the
material side and it was not necessary to deal
with inside world which was not influenced by
colonisers.

There was a controversial question about
Gandhi’s role - did he gave much attention on
women issues? He said that women’s
participation in freedom struggle was their
‘Dharma’. Gandhi spoke about absolute equality
about men and women but not gave a positive
role of women in political space. Although he
was initially against women taking part in any
direct political action, he later reversed his
decission and encouraged their participation in
the political process. It led to awareness
amongst the educated few that not only raised
the self-confidence of women, but also made
them eager to participate in the political
process in a more meaningful way. Annie
Besant became Congress President as early as
1919, Sorojini Naidu was president of
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Congress party in 1925. Starting with such kind
of high profile role, Women’s participation in
politics enhanced drastically in the 30’s and
40’s. However the decades following
independence witnessed a remarkable decline
in women'’s involvement in politics.

With the inauguration of new constitution
a new chapter was began. The constitution
provided equal right to men and women. Indian
government has passed various bills for the
protection of women’s rights. But inspite of the
constitutional and legal provisions, it is often
complained that Indian women have not been
able to get adequate and proportionate
participation in our political system. In free
India, women participation in electoral politics
have been minimal. If we analyse the
representation of women members from the
first Lok-Sabha election we find that in the first
Lok-sabha election, the total number of seats
were 499, and the numbers of women member
were only 22. The Percentage was 4.40% . After
that in the later elections, the members
increased slightly but it never crossed the
number of 50. In the sixth Lok Sabha election
the percentage was much lower i1.e. 3.4%. It was
only in the eight Lok Sobha election that
women representation reached an all time high
of 8.1% out of the total strength 0f 544
members of the house . Thus, it is clear that
though Indian women constitute about 50% of
the total electorate they have never been able
to get adequate participation.

Another controversial issue in the Indian
political system is the question of reservation
of women and the participation women in
Panchayati Raj institutions. The Constitutional
73rd and 74th Amendment Acts (1992,
enforced 1993) provided 33% reservation of
seats for women in PRIs in the country. About
one million women entered in the public arena
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through this act. No doubt reservation
particularly in the local sphere increases, but
only reservation is not enough for women'’s
effective political participation. The most
important need for women is that they should
meaningfully use power. There is a disparity
between the formal idea of women’s political
participation and their meaningful use of power.
For example, ‘Vote Power’. Women have never
emerged as a potential voters block. Since
independence many Indian women have been
failed to effectively use this power due to
various causes. Many women vote according
to the will of their husbands or family
members. In many cases women are forcefully
deprived of their right to vote. Our electoral
process on one hand contributing to the
increasing modernisation of Indian politics on
the other hand it also show some signs of
becoming more traditional in Indian setting.
Moreover, Panchayats are mostly dominated by
males. A few women members working in the
Panchayats, with the entry of ‘Party Politics’
into village level elections, often influenced by
party dictates. Therefore they feel powerless
within their respective parties. The
unwillingness of the parties and leaders to
enroll more women in their fold is another
important factor.

In the modern society active participation
in politics by every segment of the population
irrespective of their sex, caste, creed, religion
1s considered as an essential requirement.
Being a part of the population, the female -folk
too need to be aware of the recent happenings,
ups and downs in politics and also tp participate
in various public and political activities
including elections where she needs to take part
not only as a voter but also as a decission
maker.00
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WOMEN — A JOURNEY

The global population, involves both men
and women.

The new world era 1s very advanced in every
field and the weaker class 1s no more weaker
any more as they involve themselves in every
side of success. Thus one of the sector of
involvement is in management 1.€. planning and
managerial functions. The total global
population is 650 cores and among them the
weaker class i1s 323 core. Thus, the weaker
stronger community 1s none other than us the
women community in India which total
population 1s 102 core and women is 49 core.
Any appraisal of women’s economic rules and
their opportunities for participation in
economic activities cannot be done in isolation
of the society. Throughout the history of
mankind women have been. engaged in
economic activates along with man, as a matter
of fact, the economic function has been the
joint responsibility. Women are in born
manager and planners. Studies reveal that
woman are more sincere and dedicated towards
their duties than men. The adage “behind every
successful man there 1s woman” has been
proved right time again through the ages. In
ancient times, the Rajmata (Mother of the
King) was considered as the principal advisor
to the kind. Not only this, women have should
their abilities in the battle field to Rani
Laxmibai. Mula Gabharu etc. The late Indira
Gandhi steered the nation for well over eleven
years. The latest in lin€ 1s Mrs. Ki,ran Bedi, a
senior [ PS. Officer (Currently adviser of UN)
who has been awarded the Magsaysa?y a_ward for
her outstanding contribution to public life. Gold
Mayor of Isracl (PVCSidem) Bandar Nayar of
Sri Lanka (President). Angela Marcelllus
(Chancellor of Germany), Johnson Shirley
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# Bandana Bhardawag
1* Year (Arts)

(President of Liberia), Michacl Basalt
(President Celia) they are the bunch of
successful bloomer, the leader of the weaker
section.

In agrarian Societies, where family is the
unit of production. The transition from
traditional agricultural house hold industry to
modern organized industries and from rural to
urban areas, is destroying the traditional
division of labour and women now find
themselves handicapped by lack of
opportunities to acquire those new skills and
felt unwanted in the new set-up. The
significance of women’s participation in the
planning process has therefore emerged not out
of fundamental consideration but out of the
need to maximize out put in growth, to reduce
the growth of population and to contain misery
and discontent that interferes with productive
and growth. Since, time immemorial Indian
women spends 73000 hours of her life in
kitchen, but directly or indirectly they plan to
uplift their standard. They always participate in
planning process, as incident participation of
Gargee, Maitayee, Lopamudra etc. in
socioeconomic activities during the Vedic
times, situation got altered in the post Vedic
age Manu the first law given declaring that “from
the cradle to the grave a women is always under
the shadow of a man, in child hood-under father,
youth under husband and in old age under son”

The number of problems exist in the
society which have made it difficult for the
proper integration of women in the planning
process. The problems are economic,
educational, social administrative, political. In
the present scenario, women constitute 49%
of total population. So, none can stop then from
participating and thus, they erase backwardness
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and uplift them selves by the 5 year plans that
are outlined.

First plan (1951-56) The CSWB
symbolizes welfare approach to women.

Second plan (1956-61) Protection against
injurious works, maternity benefit also
implement.

Third plan (1961-66) Promotes female
education.

Fourth plan (1969-74) Emphasis of
women welfare 1.e. immunization.

Fifth plan (1974-79) Train women to
generate income and their protection.

On 1977, the 6™ and 7" plan were
emphasized and the 8" plan is in its development
process.

Though women have reached the summit
yet, they lie at the lowest grade. Consumerism
leads to rise in crime against women in state
the present situation proves the lawgiver Manu’s
declaration.

At the present world, claims of law-
enforcing bodies and women right activities too
have secured women an equal status in the

existing society appear hallow as the world -

continues to stick with its reputation of being
an unsafe territory for women. Though women
are at the Everest yet many lie on the valley.
Out of the hundred only ten are the leaders or
at the top but others are normal living being.
The CID under section 498-A of the India penal
code, indicated the figure of crime on women
for the last five years.
Year Rape Kidna- Lawelty Others Total
pping by husband
2002 903 1276 1694 1228 5101
2003 1049 1351 1808 1083 5291
2004 1036 1552 Y945, ... 1122 5655
2005 1217 1456 2206 1159 6038
2006 1203 1150 2378 1141 5872
The above survey is an approximate
numbers. Many now, fight for women right
though many may have reached the highest level
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yet many suffer. The suffers suffer due to their
lack of confidence. The major drawbacks of
women 1s education, employment, health,
confidence and support. Thus, it is the duty of
the women herself to stand for her rights. The
parents mostly of India consider daughter as
their burdens. So it is right of the parents to
educate them and stand at their daughter’s
support. Women should not be like a domestic
pet but should be strong and stand against her
right. M.K. Gandhi said “No development of
country if women are not developed” and this
remains the cause of country’s backwardness.

Thus, to conclude we women should have
our motto “The realm of knowledge we shall
explore, we shall not lag behind men,
knowledge shall be ours as well, we shall grow
food for the world, we shall beget gods for the
world.” (These are the stunning lines of
Subramanya Bharati.” So, one of the most
enduring field is the “management field” As
women are in born managers they should be
given this field and they will be successful in
this sector. Thus, this can be one of the step to
uplift the women class. The present PWDVA-
2005 (Protection to women for domestic
violence Act) has 5 chapter, 37 sections and it
acts like a fire brigade against violent fire like
sexual, emotional, verbal, economical
harassment done on women. According to this
Act, if there is direct problem, than direct case
in filed and direct judgment 1s given. Every
women should be aware of this act and social
workers should provide knowledge of this act
to those women of rural areas. The District
Social welfare officers is the protecting officer.
Who helps women in every field of distress.

Thus, all, this measures help to uplift
women class so, that they can improve their
standard and gradually reach the submit.

“Women life is A journey- From the valley
to the summit” OO
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A Bird's Eyeview on the NCC (S.W.) Mangaldai College

NCC (National Cadet Corps) was
established in 1948 in India. But NCC for Girls
was established in 1949. Today NCC is quite
popular in our country. In its syllabus social
service, Adventure training and Programme on
nature, Ecological awareness are being
included. Apart from these, its motto is Unity
and Discipline. The aims of NCC are to
develope qualities of character, courage,
comradship, discipline, leadership, secular
quality, spirit of adventure, sportmanship and
ideal of selfless service and to create human
resources organised, trained and motivated
youth to provide service for nation and make
good citizen.

In Mangaldai College, girls NCC has been
introduced in 2003 with the strength of 52 (fifty
two) cadets under 73 Assam Girls (I) Coy, NCC
Tezpur, NER Directorate, Shillong. As soon as
it has been started, it has gained its momentum
and now in its full swing it has left its footprirts
in each and every camp within and outside the
state. Morning shows the day. In the first year,
Darshana Goswami, Manisha Das and Kabita
Barua attended Spl. NIC'03 (Special National
Intergration Camp) at Dibrugarh University and
have been awarded with Best Group Dance,
Best Poster Making and 3™ prize in extempore
speech competition. In 2004, Kabita Barua and
Najia Jyoshna Ara Begum have been selected
and attended TSC (Thal Sainik Camp) at Delhi.

In Gwalior, 5 (five) cadets attended Rock
Climbing Camp,05. They also got 1 prize in
group song. [n NIC at Nagaland, the cadets of
our college won 2™ prize in group dance
“0mpetition, Darshana Goswami also attended

#> Leena Saikia
ANO, 73 Assam Girls (I) Coy, NCC Tezpur

Personality Development Course of 33B in
2005 at OTA, Gwalior.

In each year cadets of Mangaldai College
have been attending CATC (Combined Annual
Training Camp) and have shown good
performance with appreciation. In 2006, twenty
cadets attended CATC, Phulbari and won 1*
prize in group song, group dance, line area, drill,
firing, guard of honour and 2™ prize in solo
song, solo dance competition. In that year again
26 (twenty six) cadets attended in another
CATC, Phulbari and in the 3™ camp, 7 (seven)
cadets attended. The PRD Il in the same year
was attended by Rehena Begum and Mainathi
Boro. In the following year 2007, NIC held at
Itanagar, was attended by 2 (two) cadets.
Deepshikha Konwar attended the TSC in Delhi
in 2007. In the same year, 2 (two) cadets
attended the BLC (Basic Leadership Camp) in
Gujrat and 2 (two) in All India Tracking Camp,
Sikkim in which Fahmida Begum won the 1*
prize for solo song. SUO Mainathi Bodo
attended Republic Day Parad,08 in Delhi for
the first time from Mangaldai College Girl's
Wing. We are proud that two girl cadets of our
college have been awarded Sahara Scholarship
which amount Rs. 12,000/- (Rupees twelve
thousand) in the last year.

Some of the other activities such as Parade
in Republic Day at Independence Day at Gandhi
Maidan, Traffic control, Blood Donation, NCC
Day Celebration (4th Sunday of Nov),
Plantation of trees etc.

[ wish all the cadets a bright future and also
wishing long life of NCC, Mangaldai College.

Jai Hind.
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# Bohni Sikha Ghosh
T.D.C. 1" year (Arts)

Sky is blue,
it's only clue;
Up above the sky
The heaven!
I am here
to meet my dear God.
He is there
death is coming
waiting for us.
I am coming for you.
He said, O yes
You may come....
Earth said, not now,
It is not the real time,
Time moment has gone,
BRI 072 Way to pleasure
# Sangeeta Sarmah
T.D.C. 1* Yr. (Arts)

You please don’t scold me

Let me be free.

If you want me happy to be

Never expect anything from me.
Because ... my ability comes never
That will prove me failure

Trees, earth, sky, the society and thee
All are my interest

But why is it to me?

ThatI am in the failure’s chest.
Because I will not be able

To give anything

So please stop expecting

It is the way to my pleasure

You don’t use me further. oo
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