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GAUHATI UNIVERSITY

Prof Pratap Jyoti Handique
Vice Chancellor
E-mail ID : veegauhati.ac.in

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to know that Mangaldai College,
Darrang, is going to publish its College Magazine for the academic session
2022-2023. A college magazine serves as a strong medium for the
constituent members of the college for an intellectual exchange of ideas and
creative expressions. It reflects the thoughts, emotions, creativity, and
objective perspectives of the students and faculty, capturing the essence of
the college community at a particular time. I wish all the best to those
involved in this effort and hope that the magazine will be well received by

the readers.

AT /-/«%'m

(Pratap Jyoti Handique)

Date:15.11.23 .
Vice Chancellor
Gauhati University
Address: Guwahati-781014 Assam:India Phone: 7099023760 Web: www.gauhati.ac.in



Dr. Ranjan Kr. Kakati
(M.Sc., M.Phil, Ph.D., B.Ed., PGDCA)
Director, Students’ Welfare

Gauhati University
Gopinath Bardoloi Nagar
Guwahati - 781014, Assam : India

Ref. No. GU/DSW/2003/017 Date : 14-12-2023
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82, South Anvenue, New Delhi-110 011
Telefax : 011-23011035

Mobile : +91 9101910213, 9435102073
E-mail : saikia.dilip@sansad.nic.in

Dilip Saikia
Member of Parliament
(Lok Sabha) AR
Mangaldoi-Assam a0
Member :

* Standing Committee on petroleum & Natural Gas

* Consultative Committee on Commerce and Industry

Ward No. 9, Bhebarghat M.B. Road
P.O.-Mangaldoi. P.S.-Mangaldoi-784125
Dist.- Darrang, Assam

E-mail : dilipvenyks(@gmail.com
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A Report from ANO,
Girls NCC

Girls NCC of Mangaldai college is about to cross the journey of twenty years as it was
introduced in the college on 8th January,2003. I feel proud when my cadets shine in
different fields as well as academics along with being a part of NCC. I don’t know whether
[ am able to do something or value for the cadets, but I have been trying my best to
motivate each of my candidates for doing good activities. The cadets of our college and
achieved medals and prices in the national camps and events too. Five cadets have passed
NCC “C’ certificate in 2023. Different activities performed by the cadets in the session are
mentioned here:On Lachit Divas Day, the cadets participated in the Road band conducted
by District Administration and in the cultural programme on 23rd November. On 27th
November, 3 cadets donated blood in the blood bank, Mangaldai Civil Hospital. On the
occasion of NCC Day, the cadets with ANO spent the day in the Kasturi Sishu Griha at
Gaonburapara, Mangaldai. I feel proud for acquiring NCC Commendation Card from DG,
NCC, New Delhi in 2022. An essay competition was organised on G-20 on 1st March,
2023. On 8th March the cadets have also participated. In the Self Defence Training by
Veerangana, Darrang police. On the last day of my service, 31st March, it was my privilege
to publish a bulletin on NCC. It is a matter of proud that upto 2023, total 124 cadets have
passed ‘C’ certificate in last twenty years and maximum of them are engaged in different
services like Assam Police, BSF, Forest Department, CISF in addition to teaching and
others.Each year the girls cadets participate in the March past competition organised by
the administration of Darrang on the occasion of Republic day and Independence day and
never missed the prize.International Yoga Day is also celebrated in each year from the
beginning of its celebration by the cadets.Also, plantation,blood donation,old age home
visit,child home visit are regular activities performed by the cadets .I feel happy that my
cadets are also able to achieve best cadet award,Cadet Welfare Scholarship (CWS)
regularly. Last,but not the least,I would like to offer thanks to the Principals, ANO of Boys
NCC colleagues, CO sir and specially my ex and present cadets including Boys NCC for
co-operating and helping me in the journey. give my best wishes for the future of
Mangaldai college NCC. Jai Hind -

Dr. (Major) Leena Saikia
ANO
73 Assam Girls (I) COY, NCC
Tezpur
Mangaldai College
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Swami Vivekananda, the son of Shri

Vishwanath and mother Bhubaneswari
Devi was called by the name “Narendranath
Dutta”. In the early days Swami Vivekananda was
a great Indian saint. He was a figure with “high
thinking and simple living”. He was a great leader
and a philosopher, also a devout personality with
great principles. Vivekananda was inclined towards
religion and spirituality from young age. He later
found his guru “Ramkrishna” and became a monk.

Swami was an inspiration for the youth of India.
Swamiji who always believed in spiritual
thoughts and simple living concepts. He said,
“strength is life and weakness is death”. He was
also fond of music. He used to enchant devotional

ami Vivekananda

Nibedita Saha
Semester, Department of Economics

ngs on his own to keep his mind at a peaceful
ite. His works “Modern Vedanta” and “Raj
yga” are today acclaimed all over the world.
vamiji proudly upheld the greatness of Hinduism
aud taught the world its true essence of acceptance
and tolerance.” A man with in-depth knowledge
of Vedas, Upanishad, Bhagavad Gita and much
more used to believe that serving mankind is to
serve God and hence he was the person who can
say “God gave me nothing [ wanted but he gave
me everything I needed”. Happiness to him was a
smile on the face of the poor. He was inspired
from his mother’s religious nature and father’s
rational mind who was then alawyer. Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose once said, “Swamiji
harmonized the East and West religion and science,
past and present and that is why he is great”. He
played a prominent role in ending India’s cultural
remoteness from the rest of the world. Swamiji
also emphasized on educational aspects which leads
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to character formation. Swamiji used to believe
strongly that people are born to do good for the
nation with proper guidance. It is Swamiji who
taught us the spirit to fight till the last moment as
the goal has to be reached. Non-duality and selfless
love are the two vital lessons he taught until the
end of his life. “ Swamiji won the heart of many
by his incredible speech addressing the audience
as “Sisters and Brothers of America” at Chicago
in the year 1983.

“Ramkrishna, who was the Guru of
Vivekananda after the death of Ramkrishna,
Swamiji established the "Ramkrishna Math" and
"Ramkrishna Mission" which was a sign of "Guru
Bhakti", his secrifice, austerity and service of the
poor and the downtrodden people of India. He was
also a founder of Belur Math.

He spread the message of divinity and the
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true aims of scriptures. This great patriotic monk
of the Mother Earth took his last breath on 4™ July,
1902 at Belur Math at the age of 39 years.
However, his legecy endured influencing
generations to come. His teaching continue to
inspire millions, encouraging them to streive for
excellence, seek spiritual understanding and
contribute to the welfare of society.

Through his teachings he wanted to fill the
young brains with the powers of self-realization,
to recognize inner strengths, service to other,
tireless efforts and many more. His famous quote
“Arise awake and stop not till the goal is reached.”
Swami carried the message of the rich and varied
heritage of Indian culture and Hinduism, selfless love
and service towards the nation. Thus, we celebrate
his “Avtaran Divas” 12" January, as the National
Youth Day with great zeal and enthusiasm. HE

TP st iR e, 20230 7



Bodofa Upendra Nath Brahma :
The Father of the Bodo Nation

Jintu Baro
Political Science, 3rd Semester

Upendra Nath brahma, the founder of the
modern Bodo nation is a memorable figure among
Boros. Upendra Nath brahma was born on 31*
march 1956 in a village called Borgari under Dotma
block of Kokrajhar district. His father’s name was
Mangalram Brahma and Mother’s name Lepsri
Brahma. They were very poor. Upendra Nath had
two brothers named Bimal Brahma, Shyameswar
Brahma and two sisters named Timpri Brahma and
Ramba Brahma.

Upendra Nath had to face hardship right from
his childhood as his parents were very poor. He
Seemed to have an aim of life from his early
Childhood. Perhaps, for this reason, he was able
to get through the myriads of problems in life.
In1968, he took the primary scholarship
examination and was awarded a merit scholarship.
Upendra Nath Brahma passed his matriculation
examination in 1975 with first division with letter
marks in General Mathematics and higher
Mathematics. He graduated from Cotton College
in 1981 with letter marks in Physics with Pre-
University (PU) and B.Sc. in physics with Honours.
He passed his M.Sc. from University of Gauhati
in when he was a law student. He was forced to
join the job of an Income tax inspector. Due to
severe financial problems, however, the poor socio-
economic condition of the Boros didn’t allow his
conscience to remain in Government’s works. He
edited ‘Bidangsri’ the annual mouth piece of
Gauhati Bodo students Union in the session 1977-
78. He was selected the president of the undivided
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Goalpara All Bodo Students Union in 1978-79.
Although it was the first entry of Mr Brahma into
the Organization if he had been associated bels
closely with the ABSU. In 1980, Mr. Brahma was
also an editor of the ‘Orkhi’ Was also an editor
news magazine published from Kokrajhar. ‘Orkhi’
was published to raise the voice of the Bodo people.
Mr. Brahma ventilated his Philosophy and the
destiny of Bodo people through this news
magazine. He was selected vice president of
ABSU in 1983-84. In 1986, he was elected as the
eighth one-year president of the All-BoroStudents
Union held at Routa. The following year he
resigned from government job and devoted his life
to save the Boros from isolation. Although his life
was plagued by problems and there was no second
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earner in the whole family. He didn’t give up on
his goal of establishing Boro people as a large ethnic
group in the world.Upendra Nath Brahma believed
that a tribe, with respect has the right to live in the
world with its own language, literature no matter
how large the population.The strong community
or nation has no moral right to oppress the weak,
rises at one time and falls at another. Therefore,
the principle of living and living can bring lasting
happiness and prosperity to human society on this
earth.He was also strong promoter of principles,
freedom,equality and brotherhood. This idea was
introduced in 1789 during the French Revolution in
an attempt to give equal rights to all people. The
French Revolution was the face of more idealism
than guns and it threw away the old and inequalities
of society and began to reshape the world.Upendra
Nath Brahma is also a struggled tobring about
change in the contemporary society.It will bring
equal dignity and rights to backward classes like
the Bodo’s. He tried to ensure that the Bodo’s,
like other people of the country could enjoy equality
and live in peace free from oppression and
exploitation. Brahma was determined to promote
the nationalism and language and culture of the
Bodo’s at the national and international levels. He
expressed his desire to spread this message to the
deprived and underdeveloped societies of the
world. When he found no way reach his great
mission, he launched a massive movement for his
people. He is also known as ‘Bodofa’ meaning
Father of Bodos for his immense contribution to
Bodo society. Upendra Nath Brahma died on 1*
May, 1990 almost completing his work. The
government of Assam has called for the celebration
of his birthday on 31* March as Student’s Day
throughout Assam.

Bodoland Movement :

As stated, earlier land alienation has been the
major problem of the plains tribal people of Assam.
In this connection Indira Das wrote, “Perhaps one
of the gravest problems of the Bodos have had to
face over the years to relates to land. Despite
restrictions on land transfers between tribals and

= o

non-tribals, immigrant Bengali Muslim and Hindus
have gradually taken over large areas of agriculture
lands. Laws protecting tribal land were mis-
interpreted and misused to deprive the tribals of
their lands. With this unfortunate results almost 60
percent of their land was taken over by non-
tribals”.

The process of insidious attack on the vitality
of the Bodo people suddenly appeared on the
surface as an immediate threat to the people, When
the A.G.P. government launched a programme of
evicting the indigenous people from forest villages
simultaneously with imposition of language and
culture on non-Assamese speaking people in the
state to implement the Assam Accord signed in
1985. The fear was quite large in the mind of the
people. The in-conceived design of the new
Mahanta government was the last straw that broke
the camel’s back. A vigorous uprising was
imminent. The tribal eviction stopped and the
imposition of language and culture stopped. But it
became a defining moment to convince U.N.
Brahma that the Bodos must have a protective suit
in the form of a separate state to live and flourish
without fear.

As a consequence, the Bodoland Movement
was formally declared on 2 March ,1987. The All
Bodo Students’ Union submitted a memorandum
of 92 points of demand including a separate state
to Sri Prafulla Kumar Mahanta, the then chief
minister of Assam. The same memorandum was
also submitted to Rajiv Gandhi, the then Prime
Minister of India on 24 February,1987; to Buta
Singh, the then Home Minister on February 24 and
to Giyani Jail Singh, the then president of India on
February 28. The 92 charters of demand reflected
all the grievances of the Bodo people, their
aspirations and visions. The cluster of demand
revolved around three political demand: creation
of separate state on the northern bank of the
Brahmaputra, the creation of regional council for
non-Karbi people living in Karbi Anglong and an
autonomous region for the Bodo people living on
the southern bank of the Brahmaputra river.
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The Art of Writing a Letter

Dr. Runjun Devi
Associate Professor, Department of English

My dear student friends,

At the very outset I would like to greet you
with the aim to take you all to a wonderful world
of 'letters'. You know that we have twenty six
alphabets in English and with the help of all we
create an oeuvre of literary works. Assamese
byonjonborno and sworoborno are used to express
our thoughts in our mother tongue rather I would
say mother language. With these alphabets we
compose sentences to communicate, sentences in
answer scripts to get good marks in examination,
administrators compose sentences to convey
messages to his subordinates. Thus we understand
the importance and significance of alphabets in the
day to day activities of students, academicians,
teachers, bureaucrats, statesman and all sections
of people. Do you know that these alphabets are
used in letter writing also? Ok, let me know, dear

student friends, how many of you have written a
letter to someone? Either to father,or to mother, or
to brother or to friend and the like? I can bet that
being the new generation kids and born in the era
of laptop, mobile, wi fi,twitter, face book, Instagram
and many more social platforms most of you are
used to, you have never written a letter. Of course,
in a lighter vein, I must say that the phrase, "a man
of letters " does not necessarilly suggest a man
who writes a letter but it means a person who is
well educated and have gathered wisdom out of
his academic pursuit, and exhibits his ability to
handle all situations as a thinker.

Today I have started to express some of my
concerns about why at present letters are becoming
more or less an extinct (animal) and how the way
of addressing, 'moromor deuta' or 'moromor maa'
in the beginning of a letter by a son staying in the
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distant place either to study or for work is felt
missing. Itis my humble observation that there is a
need to make a bonding with our people, by writing
letters because letters keep us in the warmth of
love, affection, responsibility, laughter and
happiness of the real world which is different from
the virtual world. You will never understand how
the envelops bearing one's name transformed woes
to wonder of joy. The letters which we call 'chithi'
in Assamese and in Hindi it is called 'chiththi' or
'khat' is a 'metaphor of a messiah'. However letters
written mourning something or someone's demise
create melancholy and pensive mood in the
receiver. The point I would like to say that it is the
time to learn and revive the traditional way of
writing letters to stay away from the virtual world
which is illusive in nature. My dear students, let us
ponder into the ideas of how and why we must
communicate with people in the real world, and
how we need not indulge in the comfort of the
virtual world'. Hence to convey my feelings, [ have
written this letter as a literary vehicle to introduce
and take you to the world of friends, philosophers,
guides and relatives. And I hope that you will
certainly understand why we must learn the art of
writing letters, and how and why letter is
considered not only as an important medium of
communication but also a genre of literature.
Besides, one needs to know the reasons why letter
writing is an artistic pursuit that enables the reader/
receiver dive into the minds of the writer, and most
of the time series of letters written by a person to
one or different personalities are studied as social
documents also in course of time. It happens in
case of famous personalities, specially political
figures like Mahatma Gandhi's letters are important
social records of colonial era and these are studied
as a part and parcel of literature.

According to the lexicon a letter is defined in
the following manner,

"aletteris a written, typed or printed communication,
sentin an envelope by post or by messenger"1.

Now we must know that there are two types
of letters :

1. Formal letters.

2. Informal letters

Formal letters are known as business letters
or professional letters which are written in formal
language which have prescribed and stipulated

formats. But informal letters are personal which
are more or less friendly in nature, and this group
of letters are written to persons with whom the
writer is familiar.

There are different parts of a letter which
are known as

¢ Heading : Return address with date

¢ The inside address where the letter will be
sent to
The greeting or salutation
The body/main part of the letter
The complementary close
The signature line
Generally as students most of you are
acquainted with writing business letter in some
point of your student life just asking the Principal/
Head master for permission to go on leave, or
requesting him to allow you to play in a chess
championship game, or asking him to give you a
character certificate and the like. For formal letters
we need not worry because we know how to
communicate with the authority.

My objective is to encourage you, dear
students, to write informal letters, to bring back
the glory of the post offices and the post men and
nitying to focus on the art of writing or learning
> iformal or personal letter since today's Kids
have not understood how letters are also considered
as social documents. As a student (I feel myself
more of a student than of a teacher although I have
completed thirty two years as a teacher and  have
alot to learn from this wide universe. In this sense
I'am always a student) of English literature, many
letters written by Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Winston Churchill, Ashutosh Mukherjee,
Emily Dickinson, Bertrand Russel, Nirad C.
Choudhury and the like were studied and keenly
observed by me, and the concepts/treatment of
diverse themes of those letters really became clear
in my observation and I started to revisit the past
through those epistles. It has become opaque in
my vision how and why the art of letter writing is a
subject to study and to teach it painstakingly.
Perspectives of those eminent personalities written
in their letters recorded contemporary time and the
events tied up by the thread of social history along
with personal feelings. Jawaharlal Nehru's book,
Letters from a Father to his Daughter (1928) was
the result of his untiring effort to teach his daughter,
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Indira Priyadarshini who was ten years old and
how the nationalist father spoke to her through this
strong medium of letter writing when he was in jail
under the British rule. Glimpses of World
History(1934) also is the result of same enthusiasm
of Nehru who tried to give his best to his daughter
while he could not teach her directly. These two
books written in epistolary form may be considered
as texts of distant learning as one of the objectives
of father Jawaharlal was to impart knowledge to
his little daughter through these letters which had
the themes of history to science and affectionate
advices. Nobel Laurette of India, Rabindranath
Tagore wrote letters to Gandhiji voicing his concern
for Bapuji and Indians who suffered from the brutal
treatment of the Raj during nationalist struggle of
India and Jaliwanwala Bagh massacre under the
supervision of General Dyre and how Indians
needed Gandhiji and how Tagore returned his
knighthood to the Empire. Although these were
personal or informal letter having the respect and
feelings for one another yet they reflected the
India's subjugation and the communication speaks
of the much needed freedom for the country. Sir
Ashutosh Mukherjee's letter to British Viceroy
implied his stand for the need of higher education
in the colonial India. Thus we may understand the
context and relevance of these significant letters
which are narrative in prose enlightening the period
we read about and providing us an insight into the
past. The diverse themes of the aforesaid letters
enable the readers to revisit the bygone era of
subjugation, exploitation, determination, nationalist
movement of India and the ideologies of Gandhiji
which were based on truth and nonviolence. Thus
their personal letters are being studied as social
documents in poatcolorial period.

In literature, in song or in drama as well, we
see how a letter is made a vehicle of expression of
deep seated agony or exuberance of happiness.
Many times I have read the poem, 'Mamatar
Chithi' written in epistolary structure written by the
poet who was also a statesman, Hem Baruah,
narrates the agony of a young widow who writes
aletter to her deceased husband. The letter in the
form of a prose in poem (kotha kobita) enlivens
the desire, emptiness, lonesome life of a young
widow with her only son. How touching the
vocabulary Hem Barua uses to pen down the
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agony of Mamata who addresses her dead husband
asif heis alive. The way Hem Barua mesmerises
the readers is praiseworthy as well as description
of the birth of goats and her seven year old son's
teething incorporates some hope for Mamata and
it adds a new matrix to Assamese literature. I
would like to illuminate one aspect of personal letter
that is written to near and dear ones. When we
were young we learnt to write letters to friends,
relatives and all, narrating our summer break
adventures or examinations after that. Even teen
aged boys and girls wrote letters and sent these
via mediators. If delivered safely, things were fine,
if caught red handed, rest is not assured as well
defined. These were called love letters in popular
terms and the innocent expressions of the too young
people were reflected in their letters, paankha lo
chun khalo aru khalo long, kauri thengiya akhor
dekhi nokoriba khong. Couplets like the above
always validated the ending of these so called love
letters written by amateur lovers. Of course these
letters were poetic in expression and the receiver
also tried his/her best to be more and more poetic
to make impression on the other in the responsive
letter to give a counter to the writer. As the lovers
were young, the girls were given in marriage to
grooms chosen by family and if they were
daredevils, union between the innocent souls
became possible. In the first Assamese sonnet,
Priyatomar Chithi, Hemchandra Goswami penned
down these immortal lines, Kukura thengiya sei
akhorkitit ji omiya ghoha ase aru kotu nai... that
again speaks of the undercurrent of tranquil soul,
inner peace as well brought even by bad
handwriting of the beloved. Down the ages, or
since time immemorial, the art of writing love letters
is a 'must have' inliterary competition in college
week in different colleges what we call the 'Neela
khamor Chithi'and it obviously proves why letters/
chithi always get attention from litterateurs and
critics as well, Even William Shakespeare has
immortalised the art of writing a love letter in his
play, Hamlet and how Hamlet ascertained his love
in aletter to his beloved Ophelia,

Doubt thou the stars are fire,

Doubt that the sun doth move,

Doubt truth to be a liar,

But never doubtIlove

(act 2, scene 2, Hamlet).
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However in the informal letters after
addressing the receiver of the letter, the letter writer
analyses the wellness, purpose of writing the letter
and plans for future etc. Earlier the married
daughter received letters from mother, father,
brother and kith and kins after certain intervals.
She eagerly waited for the trilling trilling sound of
the bell of postman's bicycle and after the delivery
of the letter she went into her room to feel mother's
breathe and breast, and see her smile and if she
received the letter in the dusk she could sing the
numero uno lyrics penned down by Nirmalprabha
Bordoloi,

Sandhiyar akashot bogoli ure,

Aaire ghoroloi monote pore.

Aaire matote chenehor dhou

O deutar matote boroshe mou.

I still possess letters written by my mother
and father when I came to stay in CG2 and studied
in Cotton college and in Gauhati University from
1982 to 1990. These are my precious possessions
and more valuable than jewellery to me. Now-a-
days we see less of the post offices and the post
men because internet sends a letter at the clicking
of a key instantly. But we, the old people
accustomed with letter writing cannot forget the
legacy of these as well as inland card, post card,
envelope, tickets which are necessary to make a
letter complete. Our own Khagen Mahanta
commemorated the postman in his famous song,

'Chithir boja moi pithit bandhi loi

poror cheneh korhiyao,

mor he chenehiye kinu bhabise

taar eko gomoke nepao.'

The duty of the post master is to deliver the
letters but he is away from his beloved and he
never receives any letter from her and he is unable
to understand what she thinks about his absence.

I would like to quote two lines from the poet,
Hiren Bhattacharyya, 'Bosontor sou ronga daak
bakos tot Aji moi hemantate likha chithi khon di thoi
ahiso, Dukhor sothik thikona bosontoi janosa jane.'

The poet has spoken about the red post box
here. With all these positive aspects felt by me
and poet, lyricists, singer, academician, statemen
why should we stay behind, dear student friends?
Let us start to revive the art of letter writing. Who

/
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knows one of you may be famous like Richrdson,
the British novelist who wrote the novel, "Pamela;
or, Virtue Rewarded" (1740) in letter form that is
known as epistolary novel.

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika, the cultural icon of
India has rightly lamented in a song addressed to a
female letter writer,

'Potrolekha, potro tumi nilikha hola,

Hoytu mor purona thikona,

tomar monot nai,

Kimba tumi pahoriye gola ... potrolekha...

Our heartthrob Zubeen Garg too sings,

Akashe diya rodore chithi,

Matiye jana lole saboti, pohoror chiyahi...'

An Assamese singer sings, 'Chithi palo,
porhichalo, ei tumi ahiba, chuli baandho ne randho
ne hahoo tomar karone..." narrates a wife's
happiness after receiving a letter from her husband
who would reach home. But the irony is that the
letter arrives just before the arrival of her husband
and now what will she do? Shringer or managing
the house? Even Kalidasa has used the form of
letter to write the epic, Meghdootom where we
see the Yoksho writing letters to his wife as he
was in exile away from his newly wedded wife
and he requested the clouds to carry his heart's
pain at the separation to her.

I am fond of the Hindi song,

'Likha jo khat tujhe, o teri yaad me, hajaro
rongo se, sitaro bon goye...'

The handsome actor Sashi Kapoor offers his
emotional happiness to Asha Parekh , the lady love
in the movie, Kanyadaan.

Thus we have so many positive points to start
writing a letter.

My dear students, let us write a letter to maa,
a letter to deuta, to friends, and let us celebrate
our personal style of writing a letter like Moromor
maa, Mor sewa janibo. Moi bhale aso. Asha koro
aponalok kushole ase...

Punor seware,

Aponar moromor jiyori,
Runjun

3/10/2023

My best wishes to you, dear students friends. BB
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Sattriya : Classical dance form of Assam

Jurismita Deka
3" semester, History Department

Sattriya is one of the classical dance forms
of India, hailing from the northeastern state of
Assam. Itis a dance tradition that is not only an
artistic expression but also a spiritual and cultural
phenomenon. Its origins can be traced back to
the 15th and 16th centuries when the great
Assamese saint and reformer Srimanta Sankardev
initiated a religious and cultural movement known
as the Bhakti movement in Assam. Sattriya was
an integral part of this movement, which aimed to
promote devotion to the single deity Vishnu (or
Krishna) through various art forms, including
music, dance, drama, and literature.The term
“Sattriya” derives from the word “Sattra,” which
refers to the Vaishnavite monasteries established
by Sankardev and his followers. These Sattras
were not merely religious institutions but also
cultural centers where the arts flourished. Sattriya
dance was initially performed within the confines
of these monasteries by male monks known as
Bhakats (Devotees). The dance was a form of
worship and a means to communicate religious

messages, often depicting the life and teachings
of Lord Krishna. It was performed during various
rituals and ceremonies, particularly during the
evening prayers, and was an essential aspect of
the spiritual life in these Sattras.The evolution of
Sattriya as a classical dance form has been a
complex process, influenced by the socio-cultural
and political changes in Assam over the centuries.
Initially, it was confined to the Sattras and was
not known outside these religious institutions. The
dance was passed down orally from one
generation of Bhakats to the next, with strict
adherence to the traditions and rules established
by Sankardev and his disciple Madhavdev. The
dance form remained relatively obscure for
centuries, known only to the devotees and
practitioners within the Sattras.

However, in the 20th century, Sattriya began
to emerge from the confines of the monasteries
and gain recognition as a classical dance form.
The Indian cultural renaissance and the efforts to
revive and promote indigenous art forms played
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a crucial role in this transformation. Scholars,
artists, and cultural enthusiasts began to study
Sattriya, documenting its history, techniques, and
repertoire. The dance form was gradually adapted
for the stage, with performances being held outside
the Sattras for a broader audience. This shift from
a purely ritualistic practice to a performance art
marked a significant turning point in the history of
Sattriya.The recognition of Sattriya as one of the
eight classical dance forms of India by the Sangeet
Natak Akademi in 2000 was a milestone in its
evolution. This acknowledgment was not merely
a formality but a validation of the rich cultural
heritage and artistic value of Sattriya. The dance
form has since gained national and international
acclaim, with performers and choreographers
exploring its possibilities and pushing its
boundaries. Despite these changes, Sattriya has
retained its spiritual essence and continues to be
ameans of expressing devotion and conveying
religious themes.Sattriya dance is characterized
by its distinct style, which combines elements of
both Nritta (pure dance) and Nritya (expressive
dance). The dance involves intricate footwork,
graceful hand movements, and expressive facial
expressions, all of which are synchronized with
the accompanying music and rthythm. The music
for Sattriya is traditionally provided by instruments
such as the Khol (a type of drum), Cymbals, and
Flute, along with vocal singing. The lyrics are often
drawn from the works of Sankardev, Madhavdeyv,
and other Vaishnavite poets, and are usually in
the Assamese and Brajavali languages.

The repertoire of Sattriya dance includes
several types of performances, each with its
unique features and significance. These include
the Ankiya Bhaona, a form of dance-drama that
narrates stories from the life of Krishna and other
religious themes; the Ojapali, which involves
singing, dancing, and storytelling; and the Jhumura,
a group dance that is often performed during
festivals and celebrations. Each of these forms
has its own set of rules, costumes, and musical
compositions, contributing to the diversity and
richness of the Sattriya tradition. The costumes and
makeup used in Sattriya dance are distinctive and

lay.a crucial role in the performance. The

= ional attire for male dancers includes the

Dﬁnoti', Chadar, and Paguri (a type of turban), while
female dancers wear the Mekhela, Chadar, and
Riha, which are traditional Assamese garments.
The costumes are usually made of silk and are
adorned with traditional Assamese designs and
motifs. The makeup is minimal, with an emphasis
on natural beauty and simplicity, reflecting the
spiritual nature of the dance.The cultural
importance of Sattriya extends beyond its role as
a dance form. It is an embodiment of Assam’s
spiritual and cultural identity and has played a
significant role in shaping the region’s artistic and
social landscape. The dance is a reflection of the
syncretic culture of Assam, which has been
influenced by various religious, ethnic, and cultural
traditions. Sattriya has also contributed to the
preservation and propagation of the Assamese
language, literature, and music, as many of the
dance compositions are based on the works of
Assamese poets and saints.Sattriya has also been
a vehicle for social change and reform. The Bhakti
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movement, of which Sattriya was a part, made to address these challenges through various
challenged the rigid social hierarchies and caste means, including education, documentation, and
distinctions prevalent in Assamese society at the cultural exchange. Several institutions and
time. Sankardev and his followers promoted the organizations in Assam and across India are
idea of equality and universal brotherhood, and dedicated to the study, teaching, and promotion
Sattriya was used as a medium to convey these of Sattriya. Workshops, seminars, and
messages. The dance was accessible to people performances are regularly held to raise
from all walks of life, and its themes of devotion awareness about the dance form and its cultural
and spirituality resonated with the masses, helping significance. Additionally, initiatives are being taken
to foster a sense of community to document the history,

and social cohesion. techniques, and repertoire of

In contemporary times, Sattriya, ensuring that this rich
Sattriya continues to evolve cultural heritage is preserved
and adapt to changing cultural for future generations.

contexts. While it remains
rooted in its traditional form
and practices, it has also
embraced innovation and
experimentation.

Sattriya is not just a
dance form; it is a living
tradition that embodies the
spiritual, cultural, and artistic
heritage of Assam. Its journey

Contemporary Sattriya artists from the Sattras to the global
are exploring new themes, stage is a testament to its
compositions, and enduring appeal and

choreographic techniques, significance. As it continues to
while also collaborating with evolve and adapt, Sattriya
artists from other disciplines and cultural remains a powerful expression of devotion,
backgrounds. This has led to the emergence of creativity, and cultural identity. It is a reminder of
new forms of Sattriya that are both traditional and the rich cultural tapestry of Assam and the
contemporary, reflecting the dynamic and evolving contributions of its saints, artists, and scholars to
nature of this art form.Despite these the world of art and spirituality.Sattriya is a classical
developments, Sattriya faces several challenges dance form that has a deep-rooted connection to
in the modern world. The commercialization of the spiritual and cultural life of Assam. Its history
the arts, the decline of the traditional Guru-Shishya and evolution reflect the broader socio-cultural
(teacher-student) relationship, and the changing changes in the region, while its continued practice
socio-cultural landscape of Assam have all had and adaptation demonstrate its relevance and vitality
an impact on the practice and transmission of in the modern world. Sattriya’s cultural importance
Sattriya. The preservation of the dance form’s lies not only in its artistic value but also in its role as
authenticity and spiritual essence amidst these amedium of spiritual expression, social reform, and
changes is a concern for many practitioners and cultural preservation. As one of India’s classical
scholars. There is also the challenge of ensuring dance forms, Sattriya holds a special place in the
that Sattriya remains relevant and accessible to country’s cultural landscape, and its legacy
younger generations, who may not be as familiar continues to inspire and enrich the lives of those
with its traditions and practices.Efforts are being who engage withit. mm
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A Healthy Dose of

Goutam Deka
B.A. 3rd Semester, Department of History

finitions of the word humility are varid. In short, humility is the quality of
being humble, Humility, often described as a virtue, is the quality of having a modest
or low view of one's importance. It involves recognizing one's. Limitations and
being open to learning from others. While it might seem contradictory in a world
that often promotes self-conifidence and assertiveness, humility is, in fact a valuable
trait that can lead to personal growth and better relationships with others.
The Essene of Humility :

Humility is not about self-deprecation or having low self-esteem. It's about
having an accurate understanding of oneself and one's place in the world. It means
acknowledging that no one is infallible and everyone has room for improvement.
In essence, humility is a from of self-awareness that keeps arrogance and pride in
cheeck.

The Benefits of Humility :

Humility offers numerous benefits in various aspect of life. Let's explore
some of the key advantages of cultivating this virtue.

1. Improved Relationships : Humble inviduals tead to be more understanding
and empathetic. They listen actively and are open to different perspectives, making
them better communicators and fostering positive relationships.

2. Conflict Resolution : Humility is essential in resolving conflicts. It allows
individuals to admit their mistakes and seek common ground, leading to more
peaceful reslolutions.

3. Learning and Growth : Humble people are eager to learn and grow. They
are not afraid to ask qustions or seek help, which accelerates personal and
professional development.
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4. Leadership : Humility
is a valuable trait in leaders.
Leaders who acknowledge
their limitations and value their
term's contributions tend to
insprie trust and loyalty among
their followers.

5. Resilience : Humility
helps individuals bounce
back from getbacks and
failures. It encourages
and failures. It encourages
an mindset of learning
from mistakes rather than
dwelting on them.
Cultivating Humility :

While some people
may naturally possess
humility, others may need
to work on developing this
trait. Here are some strategies
to cultivate humility.

1. Practice self-Reflection :
Regularly take time to reflect
on your actions, thoughts and
behaviours try to identify areas
where you might be overly
proud or resistant to feedback.

2. Seek Feedback
Encourage honest feedback
from friends, family and
colleagues. Be open to
constructive criticism and use
it as an opportunity for growth.

3. Learn from other :
Recongnize that everyone has
something to teach you.
Approach interactions with an
attitude of curiosity an a
willingness to learn from others'

experiences.
4. Admit Mistakes : When
you make a mistake,

acknowledge it and take
responsibility. Avoid making

excuses or blaming others. This
demonstrates accountability and
integrity.
Examples of Humility in
Action :

Humility can be found in
various walks of life. Here are
a few examples of individuals

who have demonstrated this
virtue.

1. Nelson Mandela : The
former Sounth African President
and anti apartheid revolutionary
displayed remarkable humility
despite his global acelaim. He
emphasized reconciliation over
revenge and was open about his
own flaws.

2. Mahatma Gandhi : The
leader of India's non violent
independence movement,
Gandhi's humility was evident in
his simple lifestyle and wilingness
to endure handship alongside his
follows.

Challenges to Humility :
While humility is
undoubtedly valuable, it's not
always easy to maintain. There
are several challanges
individuals may encounter when
trying to cultivate humility.
1. Ego : Overcoming one's

/
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ego or the need to protect one's self-
esteem and reputation can be
difficult. It requires a conscious
effort to put aside one's pride.

2. Fear of Vulnerability :
Being humble means being open to
criticism and admitting mistakes.
This can make some people feel
vulnerable, which they
may find uncomfortable.

3. Misunderstanding
Humility : Some individuals
may misinterpret humility

) as a lack of self-

< confidence. It's important

-~ to convey that humility is

about self-awareness and

respect for others, not
self-doubt.

Balancing Humility and
Confidence :

Finding the right balance
between humility and self-
confidence is essential. While
humility encourages learning and
growth, confidence is necessary to
pursure goals and overcome
challenges. Striking this balance can
be challenging. But is achievable
through self-awareness and practice.

In a world that often
elebrates self-promotion and
individualism, humility is a virtue that
stands out. It's a powerful quality
that can lead to improved
relationships, personal growth and
a more harmonious society. But
recognizing our limitations, seeking
feedback and being open to learning
from others, we can cultivate a
healthy dose of humility in our lives.
In doing so, we can become better
individuals and contribute positively
to the world around us. BB
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The National Education Policy 2020 is the first, education policy of the 21st

century and aims to adress the growing development imperatives of our country. This
policy purposes the revision and ramaking of all aspects of the education structure,
including its regulation and governance to create a new system that is aligned with the
aspirational goals of the 21st century education, including SDG4, while building upon
India's traditions and value system. The National Education Policy lays particular
emphasis on the development of the creative potential of each of individual. Itis based
on the principle that education must develop not only cognitive capacities both the
'foundational capacities' of literacy such as critical thinking and problem solving-but
also social, ethical and emotional capacities and depositions. National Education Policy
2020 envisions an education system rooted in Indian ethos that contributes directly to
transforming India, that is Bharat, sustainably into an equitable and vibrant knowledge
society, by providing high-quality education to all and thereby making India a global
knowledge superpower. The policy envisages that the curriculam and pedagogy of our
institutions must develop among the students a deep sense of respect towards the
Fundamental Duties and constitutional values bonding with one's country and a conscious
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awarness of one's roles and responsibilities in a
changing world. The vision of NEP 2020 is to instill
among the learner's a deep-rooted pride in being
Indian not only in thought but also in spirit intellect
and deeds as well as to develope knowledge, skills,
values and dispositions that support responsible
commitment to human rights, sustainable
development and living and global well-being,
thereby reflecting a true global citizen.

Part I. School Education :

This policy envisages that 10+2 structure in
school education will be modified with a new
pedagogical and curricular restructuring of
5+3+3+4 design. consisting of the foundational
stage (in two parts that is 3 years of Anganwadi/
Pre-school + 2 years in primary school in Grades
1-2 both together covering ages 3-8), preparatory
stage (grade 3-5, covering ages 8-11), Middle stage
(grades 6-8, covering ages 11-14), and secondary
stage (grades 9-12 in two phases, i.e. 1 and 10 in
the firstand 11 and 12 in the second, covering ages
14-18).

Part II. Higher Education :

National Education Policy envisions a
complete overhaul and re energising of the higher

o
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education sysem to overcome
the challenge and thereby
deliver quality higher
education with equity and
inclusion. The policy's vision
includes the following key
changes to the current system:

1. Moving towards a
higher education system
consisting of large,
multidisciplinary universities
and college with at least one
in or near every district and
with more HEIs across India
that offer medium of
instruction or programme in local/Indian language.

2. Moving towards more multidisciplinary
under graduate education.

3. Moving towards faculty and institution
autonomy.

4. Revamping curriculam pedagogy,
assesment.

5. Student's support for enhanced student
experience. HE

b

| Mo SRR ST, 2023-20 7



Developing Personality Through Community Service
The NSS in HEIs

"The best way to find yourself is
to lose yourself in the service of others."

Mahatma Gandhi

Goutam Deka
3rd Semester, History Department

The National Service Scheme (NSS) is a
notable youth initiative under the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports, Government of India. Launched
in 1969 by Dr. VK.R.V. Rao, then Union Education
Minister, it began in 37 universities with around
| 40,000 volunteers, commemorating Mahatma
Gandhi's centenary. NSS's central objective is the
comprehensive development of students through
community service, under the motto "Not Me, But
r __ You," emphasizing selflessness and prioritizing

(a) Awareness societal needs. NSS volunteers actively contribute

NSS PROGRAMMES AND

SOCIAL SERVICES

Activities Camp

NSS Regular l I NSS Special
|

(a) Institutional

work 1 of Water to rural development, focusing on village adoption,

\ ) | SonaervatoR ) school surveys, education, and health awareness
- \ - , programs. Participation in NSS enhances
(b) Health volunteers' employability, self-confidence, and

-] €52 Rul Projact B gsgmnc leadership skills while fostering a sense of social

. / . 7 responsibility among college and university students.
" 3 r ) NSS offers students in higher education a
(c) Awareness on C e .

L (c) Urban projects | }-+ Environmental significant platform to engage in voluntary
Protection community service. This government initiative,

) ) " managed by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and

[ (d)Natural ) ( Sports, enables students across various educational
= c% & 4 (d) Surveys levels — from intermediate and technical education
L El;lcrgeucies 3 to graduate and post-graduate studies — to

participate in community development projects.

(e) National Days Between 1950 and 1969, influential leaders,
71 and Celebrations including Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, Pandit
\ Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr. C.D. Deshmukh, Dr. Daulat
Singh Kothari, and Dr. V.K.R.V. Rao, along with
Vice-Chancellors and student representatives,

~
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deliberated on national service as a unifying force.
They recognized its potential to promote national
integration by exposing urban students to rural life.
Launching this program during Mahatma Gandhi's
birth centenary was apt, given his inspiration for
Indian youth to join the freedom movement and
work towards the upliftment of marginalized
communities.

On September 24, 1969, NSS was launched
experimentally for a two-year period for
undergraduate students across 37 universities in
India. This day is now celebrated as NSS
Foundation Day. The program, which started with
37 universities and 40,000 students, has grown
significantly, encompassing 402 universities, 16,330
colleges, and 19,994 higher secondary schools
today. Through NSS, students have experienced
personal and professional growth, becoming
exemplary citizens.

The motto "Not Me, But You" encapsulates
the spirit of selfless service that NSS aims to instill
in students. The program focuses on developing
students' personalities through community
engagement, making it a unique experiment in
educational expansion. NSS fosters volunteerism
among students and teachers through sustained
community interaction, bridging the gap between
educational institutions and society, and
demonstrating how knowledge and action can
achieve socially desirable outcomes.

- i
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The NSS symbol, inspired by the Rath
Wheel of the Konark Sun Temple in Odisha,
represents the cycle of creation, preservation, and

liberation, reflecting the movement of life through
time and space. It symbolizes continuity and change,
representing NSS's ongoing efforts towards social
transformation. The wheel's eight spokes,
representing the 24 hours of the day, emphasize
the idea that volunteers should be ready to serve
the nation at all times. The red color in the emblem
signifies the energy and vigor of the volunteers,
while the navy-blue color represents the vast
cosmos, highlighting NSS's contribution to the
betterment of humanity.

NSS has successfully navigated over five
decades of youth development, during which
countless volunteers have honed their skills and
contributed to nation-building. The program is
designed by students themselves, with both
students and teachers working together in a
collective effort towards national development
through community service.

The primary objective of NSS is to instill a
sense of social responsibility among students while
serving society. NSS volunteers work to ensure
that the underprivileged receive support to improve
their living standards and lead dignified lives. The
m involves providing food, clothing, and first
luring disasters to prevent man-made
Jamities. As a social initiative led by student and
staff volunteers from various colleges, NSS
primarily focuses on rural development through a
range of activities.

Each NSS unit is led by a Program Officer
(PO), a teacher who serves as a leader, manager,
planner, supervisor, administrator, and public
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relations officer. NSS activities are categorized into
two main types: regular programs and special
camps. These programs address various issues,
including health, child care, environmental
management, water conservation, and organizing
health and blood donation camps to raise awareness
in targeted areas. The program is also committed
to the personal development of its volunteers, who
engage in community service for 120 hours, divided
into 20 hours of orientation, 30 hours of campus
work, and 70 hours of community service.

Regular NSS activities involve students
participating in community service during
weekends, focusing on areas such as village
adoption, urban projects, and disaster management.
The adoption of a village or area is a significant
aspect of NSS, allowing students to make a
meaningful impact on rural development over
several years. In urban areas, NSS volunteers work
on adult education, slum development, civil defense
training, and various awareness campaigns.

During natural calamities and national
emergencies, NSS volunteers are mobilized to
support rescue, relief, and recovery efforts.
Program officers are expected to take the initiative
and coordinate the activities of NSS volunteers to
assist authorities in these critical situations. NSS
programs also include the observance of national
days, such as World Environment Day, International
Women's Day, and Youth Day, among others.
Colleges and universities organize activities on these
days, often with funding support from various sources.

NSS special camps are organized in adopted
villages or urban slums during vacations, lasting
seven days and involving specific projects tailored
to the needs of the local community. These camps
provide students with practical experience in rural
or urban development, contributing to long-term
social change. Given the logistical challenges of
regular visits to adopted villages, especially for
colleges in urban areas, NSS units are encouraged
to adopt nearby slums for sustained community
development efforts.

In slum areas, NSS volunteers take on
various roles, including community investigators,
activists, program assistants, and organizers. They
engage in activities such as conducting community

L
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profiles, discussing local issues with leaders,
assisting in the implementation of programs like
milk distribution and sanitation drives, and forming
community organizations to address local problems.
The future potential of NSS is immense in
contributing to youth development and national
progress. However, to sustain and expand its
success, NSS must address challenges and extend
its reach to other segments of the population,
including schools. Introducing NSS at the school
level would instill social responsibility and national
integration in students from an early age, providing
them with opportunities to engage in community
service and contribute to national development.
To enhance the effectiveness of NSS, it is
crucial to provide adequate resources, including
funding, equipment, and manpower. These
resources will enable N'SS units to carry out their
activities more efficiently, making a more
substantial impact on their communities. NSS is
not merely a service program; it is a platform for
youth to channel their skills, talents, and efforts
toward the betterment of society. Through
participation in NSS, students in colleges and
universities can develop their personalities through
community service, gaining valuable experiences
that shape them into responsible citizens.
Participation in NSS activities reflects a
process of value inculcation, equipping students
with social, humane, national, universal, and
democratic values, as well as leadership qualities.
NSS camps, in particular, foster volunteer
leadership, team spirit, constructive activities, and
communication skills within the community. The
program supports both male and female volunteers
in their personal and professional development,
contributing to the creation of well-rounded
individuals dedicated to the service of the nation.
NSS volunteers proudly wear the NSS
badge, featuring the Konark wheel with its eight
spokes representing the 24 hours of the day. The
red and navy-blue colors of the badge symbolize
the energy and cosmic significance of the NSS
movement. September 24th, the day NSS was
officially launched, is celebrated every year as NSS
Day, marked by various programs and activities
that reflect the spirit of the organization.
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The NSS theme song, composed during the
program's Silver Jubilee Year, is another symbol of
the organization's unity and purpose. All NSS
volunteers are encouraged to learn and sing this
theme song during NSS programs and celebrations,
reinforcing their commitment to the program's
ideals.

Initially, the financial structure of NSS
provided for an expenditure of Rs. 120 per NSS
student per year, shared between the Central and
State Governments in a 7:5 ratio. This financial
support has enabled NSS to grow and sustain its
activities over the years, continuing to make a
significant impact on the development of India's
youth and the nation as a whole.

The NSS (National Service Scheme) clap
is a special way used in NSS activities to bring
volunteers together, build excitement, and work in
harmony. It’s also a method to recognize and
appreciate everyone’s efforts. The NSS clap
follows a few simple steps, each with its own
meaning.

Steps of the NSS Clap :

Step 1 : Initial ClapsVolunteers clap three
times slowly, all together. Meaning: These first claps
show unity and togetherness among the volunteers.

Step 2 : Increased ClapsVolunteers clap
three times again, but a bit faster. Meaning: This
step shows growing enthusiasm and energy in the
group.

Step 3 : Quick ClapsVolunteers clap three
times quickly.Meaning: These fast claps represent
peak excitement and readiness to take action.

Step4 : Single ClapA single, loud clap is done

/
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after the quick claps.Meaning: This final clap shows
the group’s sense of achievement and readiness
to move forward.

Step 5 : CheerSometimes, volunteers might
cheer or shout “NSS!” after the final clap.Meaning:
This cheer boosts the team spirit and dedication to
community service.

Meaning Behind the NSS Clap :

Unity : The NSS clap brings volunteers
together, reinforcing the NSS motto, "Not Me, But
You."

Enthusiasm : Each step in the clap builds up
excitement and energy, which are important for
volunteers.

Recognition : The NSS clap is often used to
recognize and celebrate the contributions of
everyone in the group.

Coordination : The synchronized clapping
helps build teamwork and shows the importance
of working together.

The NSS clap is more than just a routine;
it’s a powerful gesture that represents the values
of teamwork, dedication, and service in the National
Service Scheme.

The National Service Scheme (NSS) helps
students develop a sense of social responsibility
by engaging in community service. With the motto
“Not Me, But You,” NSS volunteers work on
projects that benefit rural and urban communities,
provide disaster relief, and raise social awareness.
The program helps students grow personally while
contributing to the nation’s development, with the
NSS clap and emblem representing the unity and
energy of the volunteers. Bl
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Guardians of Biodiversity: The Critical Role of
Bees in Shaping Our Ecosystems and the
Challenges They Endure

Dr. Debashree Kakati
Assistant Professor, Department of Botany

Bees, often seen as mere insects, are
integral to the health of our planet. They are widely
recognized as a keystone species, meaning their
presence and role in the ecosystem are critical
for the maintenance and structure of the natural
world. Bees’ primary function is pollination, which
supports the reproduction of many plants,
including crops essential to human diets. However,
despite their importance, bees are facing
numerous threats that could lead to their
extinction, with potentially catastrophic
consequences for biodiversity, agriculture, and
ecosystems worldwide. Let us see why they are
important.

Bees are among the most efficient
pollinators, responsible for pollinating around
75% of the world’s flowering plants. This includes
nearly 35% of global food crops, such as fruits,
vegetables, and nuts. Through pollination, bees
facilitate the reproduction of plants by transferring
pollen from the male flower to the female flower,
leading to fertilization and seed set. This process
not only ensures the survival of plant species,
supports diverse ecosystems, but also maintaining
ecological balance and biodiversity.

Bees are vital for the production of many
crops that constitute the human diet. They
contribute to the yield and quality of fruits,
vegetables, and nuts, such as apples, almonds,
strawberries, and tomatoes. Without bees, many

of these crops would suffer in terms of both
quantity and quality, leading to a decrease in food
availability. This would result in higher food prices
and could have significant implications for global
food security.

Bees play a crucial role in supporting
various ecosystem services that go beyond
pollination. Besides contributing to the growth and
reproduction of plants, they also maintain soil
health and structure, prevent soil erosion, and
promote water retention. Thus, bees help sustain
the fundamental processes that keep ecosystems
functioning and resilient.

Bees have been a part of human culture
and economy for millennia. They are a source of
honey, beeswax, and propolis, all of which have
various uses in food, medicine, and

cosmetics. Beekeeping is a livelihood for
millions of people worldwide, contributing to local
economies and providing income. Furthermore,
bees have symbolic and cultural significance in
many societies, representing hard work,
cooperation, and productivity. They have been
featured in myths, art, and literature throughout
history, underlining their importance to human
culture.

Potential Threats to Bee Population :

The destruction of natural habitats due to
urbanization, deforestation, and agricultural
expansion is a major threat to bee populations.
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Bees rely on a variety of flowering plants for
nectar and pollen, their primary food sources and
flower diversity is diminishing due to urbanization.
This reduces food availability for bees, limits their
nesting sites, and making it difficult for them to
maintain genetic diversity and resilience.

The widespread use of pesticides poses a
significant threat to bees contaminating nectar and
pollen, which bees collect and bring back to their
colonies. Exposure to these chemicals can impair
bees’ foraging behavior, navigation, and ability to
reproduce. It can also weaken their immune
systems, making them more susceptible to
diseases. It also leads to colony collapse disorder
(CCD), a phenomenon where the majority of
worker bees in a colony disappear, leaving behind
the queen and immature bees.

Climate change affects bees in several
ways. It can alter the flowering times of plants,
causes phenological mismatch, and affect their
nutrition and health, expand the range of pests
and diseases that affect bees, further threatening
their populations. Extreme weather can destroy
habitats and reduce the availability of forage.

Bees are vulnerable to a range of parasites
and pathogens that can devastate their
populations. The Varroa destructor mite is one of
the most serious threats, as it feeds on the blood
of bees and spreads viruses. Other pathogens,
such as Nosema, a gut parasite, can weaken bee
colonies, affecting their ability to forage and
reproduce. The spread of these diseases is often
exacerbated by the global movement of bees for
commercial pollination, which can introduce new
pathogens to previously unaffected areas.Invasive
species can threaten bees both directly and
indirectly. Predatory species such as the Asian
hornet prey on bees, reducing their numbers and
disrupting colonies. Invasive plants can also
outcompete native flowering plants, reducing the
diversity of forage available to bees. The
introduction of non-native species can alter the
balance of ecosystems, making it difficult for
native bee species to survive and thrive.

The practice of monoculture farming,
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where a single type of crop is grown over large
areas, poses a challenge to bees. While these
crops may provide a temporary abundance of
food during their flowering period, they offer little
in terms of nutritional diversity. Once the crops
have finished flowering, bees are left without
sufficient forage, leading to poor nutrition and
weakened colonies. The lack of diverse habitats
also makes bees more vulnerable to pests and
diseases.

Potential Extinction and Its Consequences :

The decline of bee populations has raised
alarms about the potential extinction of these
crucial pollinators. The extinction of bees would
have far-reaching and devastating consequences

Without bees, many plants would be unable
to reproduce, leading to a decline in plant diversity.
This would disrupt the balance of ecosystems,
resulting in a loss of biodiversity.

The extinction of bees would have a severe
impact on global food production resulting food
insecurity and malnutrition, particularly in
developing countries that rely heavily on
agriculture.

The agricultural industry would face
significant economic losses due to the decline in
crop yields. Farmers would need to find
alternative methods of pollination, such as hand-
pollination, which is labor-intensive and costly.
The loss of honey and beeswax production would
also impact industries that rely on these products,
leading to further economic consequences. The
decline of bee populations could have aripple
effect on economies that depend on agriculture
and beekeeping.

The extinction of bees would mean the loss
of cultural practices and traditions associated with
beekeeping and honey production. The symbolic
and cultural significance of bees in art, literature,
and mythology would also be lost, leaving a void
in human cultural heritage.

Role of Bees in the Environment :
From the above discussion it is evident that
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ees play a critical role in maintaining the health
and stability of the environment. Their contribution
to pollination supports the reproduction of plants,
which form the basis of ecosystems. By helping
plants reproduce, bees ensure the availability of
food and habitat for other organisms, promoting
biodiversity. They also contribute to the natural
cycles of nutrients, carbon, and water, supporting
the functioning of ecosystems. Bees are indicators
of environmental health, and their decline signals
broader issues affecting ecosystems. Protecting
bees is essential not only for their survival but also
for the health and resilience of the environment.
Bees are keystone species that play a vital
role in the environment, agriculture, and human
culture. Their importance as pollinators supports
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biodiversity, food production, and ecosystem
services. However, bees are facing numerous
threats, including habitat loss, pesticides, climate
change, diseases, invasive species, and
monoculture farming. These threats have led to a
decline in bee populations, raising concerns about
potential extinction and its devastating
consequences. The loss of bees would have far-
reaching impacts on ecosystems, food security,
economies, and cultural heritage. It is crucial to
take action to protect bees by preserving their
habitats, reducing pesticide use, promoting
sustainable farming practices, and supporting
research on bee health. By safeguarding bees, we
can help ensure the health and sustainability of
our planet. mm
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Priyanka Deka
| 3rd Semester, Economic Department

T'he advent of social media has marked a si gnificant transformation in the way we

communicate, share information, and interact with the world. Platforms such as Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn, and many others have become essential tools in our daily
lives, offering opportunities for personal expression, professional networking, and business
expansion. However, with the rise of social media, the challenges associated with
cybersecurity have also increased exponentially. As more of our lives are digitized and
shared online, the threats posed by cybercriminals become more pervasive and sophisticated.
This article explores the intricate relationship between social media and cybersecurity, delving
into the myriad risks, the profound impacts of cyber threats, and the comprehensive strategies
needed to protect our digital identities in an increasingly connected world.Social media has
grown from a niche activity to a global phenomenon, with billions of users worldwide. As of
2023, it is estimated that over 4.9 billion people are active on social media, making it one of
the most influential forces in modern society. The reasons for this widespread adoption are
manifold. Social media platforms provide users with an unprecedented ability to communicate
across vast distances, share information instantly, and access a virtually limitless pool of
content.The appeal of social media lies in its accessibility and versatility. Individuals use
these platforms to keep in touch with family and friends, share life events, and express their
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opinions. For businesses, social media represents
a powerful marketing tool that allows for direct
engagement with customers, brand building, and
market expansion. Social media has also become
acritical platform for public figures, politicians, and
organizations to communicate directly with their
audiences, bypassing traditional media channels.

Moreover, social media plays a crucial role in
organizing social movements, spreading awareness
about global issues, and fostering community
engagement. Events such as the Arab Spring, Black
Lives Matter, and climate change protests have
demonstrated the power of social media in
mobilizing people for collective action. The rapid
dissemination of information and the ability to
connect like-minded individuals have made social
media a vital tool for social and political
change. However, the very features that make social
media so powerful and attractive—its openness,
accessibility, and the vast amount of personal data
shared—also make it a prime target for
cybercriminals. The rise of social media has
coincided with an increase in cyber threats, as
criminals exploit the vulnerabilities inherent in these
platforms to steal data, spread misinformation, and
carry out various malicious activities.

As social media platforms have grown in
popularity, so too have the cybersecurity threats
associated with them. Cybercriminals are
constantly developing new methods to exploit the
information shared on social media, targeting both
individuals and organizations. The following
sections explore some of the most common and
dangerous cyber threats that users face on social
media platforms.Phishing is one of the most
prevalent and effective cyber threats on social
media. In a phishing attack, cybercriminals send
deceptive messages designed to trick users into
revealing sensitive information, such as passwords,
credit card numbers, or social security numbers.
These messages often appear to come from
legitimate sources, such as friends, family
members, or trusted organizations, making them
difficult to detect.Phishing attacks on social media
are particularly insidious because they exploit the
trust that users place in their online connections. A
user is more likely to click on a link or download
an attachment if it appears to be from a known
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contact or a reputable company. Cybercriminals
often use social engineering techniques to create
convincing scenarios that prompt victims to take
actions that compromise their security.For
example, a phishing attack might involve a fake
message from a friend or colleague asking the
victim to check out a link or download a file. Once
the victim clicks on the link or downloads the file,
they may inadvertently install malware on their
device or be redirected to a fake website where
their login credentials are stolen.

Social engineering is a form of cyber-attack
thatrelies on manipulating human psychology rather
than exploiting technical vulnerabilities. Attackers
use social engineering tactics to deceive individuals
into divulging confidential information or performing
actions that compromise security. On social media,
social engineering can take many forms, from
impersonation of a trusted contact to creating fake
profiles designed to lure users into revealing
sensitive information.One common social
engineering tactic on social media is “pretexting,”
where an attacker creates a fabricated scenario
to trick the victim into providing information. For
example, an attacker might pose as a customer
service representative from a trusted company and
ask the victim to verify their account details.
Another tactic is “baiting,” where the attacker
offers something enticing, such as a free download
or an exclusive offer, to encourage the victim to
click on a malicious link.Social engineering attacks
are often highly personalized, leveraging the
information available on a user’s social media
profiles to create convincing narratives. By
researching their targets, attackers can craft
messages that appear authentic and relevant,
making it more likely that the victim will fall for the
scam.

Malware, short for malicious software, is
designed to disrupt, damage, or gain unauthorized
access to computer systems. Social media
platforms are increasingly being used as vectors
for distributing malware, with cybercriminals taking
advantage of the open and dynamic nature of these
platforms to spread their malicious
software.Malware can be distributed on social
media through various means, including links, ads,
and shared files. Users might encounter malware
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when they click on a link in a post or message,
download an attachment, or interact with a
seemingly harmless advertisement. Once installed
on a victim’s device, malware can perform arange
of harmful activities, such as stealing data,
monitoring the user’s activities, or locking the user
out of their system until a ransom is paid. One of
the challenges of combating malware on social
media is the speed at which it can spread. Because
users often share content quickly and without
verifying its source, malware can proliferate rapidly
across a network of connected users. This makes
it difficult for both users and platform providers to
contain the threat before it causes widespread
damage.

Privacy invasion is a significant concern on
social media platforms. These platforms collect
vast amounts of data from users, often without their
explicit consent. This data can include personal
information such as names, locations, preferences,
and behaviours, which can be used for targeted
advertising, sold to third parties, or stolen by
hackers.The collection and misuse of personal data
have led to numerous privacy scandals, highlighting
=1

Sl

o

the risks associated with sharing information online.
For example, the Cambridge Analytica scandal,
where data from millions of Facebook users was
harvested without their consent and used for
political purposes, brought global attention to the
issue of data privacy on social media.

Social media platforms use algorithms to
analyse user data and create detailed profiles that
can be used to target ads and content. While this
can enhance the user experience by providing
relevant information, it also raises concerns about
how much control users have over their personal
data and who has access to it.The invasion of
privacy on social media is not limited to data
harvesting by companies. Cybercriminals can also
exploit the information shared on these platforms
to carry out identity theft, blackmail, and other
malicious activities. For example, an attacker might
use information gleaned from a victim’s social media
profile to answer security questions and gain
access to their online accounts.

Account takeovers occur when
cybercriminals gain unauthorized access to auser’s
social media accounts, often by using stolen
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credentials or exploiting weak passwords. Once
they have control of an account, attackers can
impersonate the user, spread misinformation, or use
the account for fraudulent activities such as
scamming the user’s contacts.Account takeovers
are particularly damaging because they undermine
the trust between the account holder and their
network. For example, if a hacker gains control of
asocial media account and uses it to send malicious
links to the account holder’s friends, those friends
may be more likely to click on the links because
they trust the source.In some cases, account
takeovers can have serious consequences beyond
the individual level. For instance, if a cybercriminal
gains control of a high-profile account, such as that
of a celebrity, politician, or corporate executive,
they can cause significant damage by spreading
false information or engaging in harmful activities
under the guise of a trusted figure. This can lead
to public confusion, reputational damage, and even
financial losses for businesses associated with the
compromised account.

The impact of cyber threats on social media
is far-reaching, affecting individuals, businesses,
and society as a whole. These impacts can range
from financial losses and identity theft to
reputational damage and the erosion of trust in
digital platforms.For individuals, the consequences
of a successful cyberattack can be devastating.
Identity theft, where a criminal uses stolen personal
information to commit fraud, is one of the most
common outcomes of social media-related
cybercrime. Victims may suffer financial losses,
damage to their credit, and long-term difficulties in
restoring their identities.In addition to financial
harm, cyberattacks can also cause significant
emotional distress. Victims of cyberbullying,
harassment, or doxing (the publication of private
information online) often experience anxiety,
depression, and a sense of violation. The
psychological toll of being targeted by
cybercriminals can be long-lasting and difficult to
overcome.Cyberbullying, in particular, has become
a significant concern on social media platforms.
The anonymity and reach of social media allow
bullies to target individuals with relative impunity,
leading to severe consequences for the victims. In
some cases, cyberbullying has been linked to tragic

outcomes, including suicide.The spread of
misinformation and fake news on social media can
also have a profound impact on individuals. False
information can lead to misguided beliefs, poor
decision-making, and even harmful actions. For
example, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the
spread of misinformation about the virus and
vaccines on social media contributed to public
confusion and resistance to public health measures.

For businesses, the impact of cyber threats
on social media can be equally severe. A successful
cyberattack can lead to significant financial losses,
particularly if customer data is compromised.
Businesses may also face legal repercussions if
they are found to have failed to protect their
customers’ data in accordance with data protection
regulations.Reputational damage is another major
concern for businesses. A data breach or
cyberattack can erode customer trust and damage
acompany’s brand image. In today’s digital age,
where information spreads quickly and widely, a
single cyber incident can have long-lasting effects
on a company’s reputation. Customers may be
reluctant to do business with a company that has
suffered a security breach, leading to lost revenue

’-@gqul}narket share.Social media platforms

theémselves are also vulnerable to cyber threats. A
successful attack on a social media company can
result in the exposure of millions of users’ data,
leading to a loss of trust in the platform and
potential regulatory penalties. For example, Twitter
experienced a high-profile breach in 2020, where
attackers gained access to several high-profile
accounts, including those of Barack Obama, Elon
Musk, and Jeff Bezos. The incident highlighted the
vulnerabilities of social media platforms and the
potential consequences of inadequate security
measures.

At the societal level, the impact of cyber
threats on social media is profound and
multifaceted. The spread of misinformation and
fake news has become one of the most significant
challenges facing modern society. Social media
platforms, with their vast reach and rapid
dissemination of content, have become breeding
grounds for false information that can influence
public opinion, exacerbate social divisions, and
undermine democratic processes.Misinformation
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campaigns on social media have been used to sway
elections, incite violence, and spread conspiracy
theories. These campaigns often exploit the
algorithms used by social media platforms to
amplify content that generates engagement,
regardless of its accuracy. The result is an
information ecosystem where falsehoods can
spread more quickly and widely than the truth.The
erosion of trust in social media platforms and digital
communication more broadly is another significant
societal impact. As users become more aware of
the risks associated with social media, including
data breaches, misinformation, and surveillance,
they may become more sceptical of the information
they encounter online. This scepticism can lead to
adecline in civic engagement, as people lose faith
in the ability of digital platforms to provide reliable
information.The role of social media in facilitating
cybercrime also has broader implications for law
enforcement and national security. Cybercriminals
often operate across borders, making it difficult
for law enforcement agencies to track and
prosecute them. The global nature of social media
platforms means that cyber threats can quickly
spread from one country to another, posing
challenges for international cooperation and
regulation.

Given the pervasive nature of cyber threats
on social media, it is essential for individuals,
businesses, and governments to implement
comprehensive strategies to enhance
cybersecurity. These strategies should focus on
prevention, detection, and response, as well as
fostering a culture of cybersecurity
awareness.Education and awareness are the first
lines of defence against cyber threats on social
media. Users need to be informed about the risks
associated with social media and how to protect
themselves from cyberattacks. This includes
understanding the importance of strong, unique
passwords, recognizing phishing attempts, and
being cautious about the information they share
online.For businesses, educating employees about
cybersecurity best practices is crucial. Regular
training sessions can help employees stay informed
about the latest threats and how to mitigate them.
Businesses should also implement policies that
promote safe online behaviour, such as guidelines
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for using social media in a professional context and
protocols for reporting suspicious
activities.Governments and educational institutions
also have arole to play in promoting cybersecurity
awareness. Cybersecurity should be integrated into
educational curricula at all levels, from primary
schools to universities, to ensure that individuals
are equipped with the knowledge and skills needed
to navigate the digital world safely.

Strong security measures are essential for
protecting against cyber threats on social media.
For individuals, this means using complex, unique
passwords for each account and enabling two-
factor authentication (2FA) wherever possible.
Two-factor authentication adds an extra layer of
security by requiring two or more forms of
identification before accessing an account, making
it more difficult for attackers to gain unauthorized
access.Regularly updating software and
applications is also critical for maintaining
cybersecurity. Software developers frequently
release updates that include security patches to
address vulnerabilities that could be exploited by
cybercriminals. Users should ensure that their
devices and applications are set to update
automatically or should manually check for updates
regularly.For businesses, maintaining up-to-date
software across all devices and systems is crucial
to preventing cyberattacks. This includes not only
operating systems and applications but also security
tools such as antivirus software, firewalls, and
intrusion detection systems (IDS). Businesses
should also implement encryption for sensitive data,
both in transit and at rest, to protect it from
unauthorized access.Managing privacy settings on
social media platforms is a key aspect of protecting
personal information from cyber threats. Users
should regularly review and update their privacy
settings to control who can access their information.
Social media platforms offer a range of privacy
options, allowing users to limit the visibility of their
posts, control who can send them messages, and
manage who can see their personal information.In
addition to adjusting privacy settings, users should
be mindful of the amount of personal information
they share online. The less information available,
the less there is for cybercriminals to exploit. Users
should also be cautious about sharing sensitive

I ezt sreifRws e STete, 2023-30 7



information, such as their home address or financial
details, on social media.

For businesses, responsible data management
is crucial for maintaining trust and complying with
data protection regulations. This includes
implementing robust data encryption, minimizing
data collection to only what is necessary, and
ensuring that data is stored securely. Businesses
should also be transparent with customers about
how their data is collected, used, and protected.

Organizations should monitor social media
activity for signs of suspicious behaviour, such as
unauthorized account access or the spread of
malware. Early detection of a security breach can
significantly reduce the potential damage and allow
for a swift response.Having a clear incident
response plan in place is also essential. This plan
should outline the steps to be taken in the event of
a security breach, including how to contain the
threat, communicate with affected parties, and
restore normal operations. Regular drills and
simulations can help ensure that employees are
prepared to respond effectively to a cyber
incident.For individuals, monitoring accounts for
unusual activity and promptly reporting any
suspicious behaviour can help prevent further
harm. Users should also be aware of the
procedures for recovering a compromised account,
such as resetting passwords and contacting the
platform’s support team.

Utilizing security tools such as antivirus
software, firewalls, and encryption can provide an
additional layer of protection against cyber threats.
These tools can help detect and block malicious
activities before they can cause harm. For
example, antivirus software can scan files and links
for malware, while firewalls can prevent
unauthorized access to a network.Businesses may
also consider using advanced security solutions
such as intrusion detection systems (IDS) and
intrusion prevention systems (IPS) to monitor and
protect their networks. These tools can identify
potential threats and automatically take action to
prevent them from compromising the system.In
addition to using security tools, businesses should
also implement network segmentation to limit the
spread of an attack if one part of the network is
compromised. By dividing the network into smaller
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segments, businesses can contain a breach and
prevent it from affecting the entire system.

While individual and organizational efforts are
crucial in enhancing cybersecurity on social media,
the role of regulatory frameworks cannot be
overlooked. Governments and regulatory bodies
have a responsibility to establish and enforce laws
that protect users’ data and ensure the security of
digital platforms.

Data protection regulations, such as the
European Union’s General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) and the California Consumer
Privacy Act (CCPA), set strict guidelines for how
businesses must handle personal data. These
regulations require organizations to obtain explicit
consent from users before collecting their data,
ensure that data is stored securely, and provide
users with the right to access and delete their
data.Compliance with these regulations is not only
a legal requirement but also a crucial aspect of
building and maintaining trust with customers.
Businesses that fail to comply with data protection
laws can face significant fines and legal penalties,
as well as damage to their reputation.In addition to
protecting user data, data protection regulations
also impose requirements on businesses to report
data breaches in a timely manner. For example,
under the GDPR, organizations must notify the
relevant data protection authority within 72 hours
of becoming aware of a breach. This ensures that
affected individuals are informed and can take steps
to protect themselves.

Governments and industry bodies have also
developed cybersecurity standards and best
practices that organizations can follow to protect
their systems and data. For example, the National
Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) in
the United States provides a cybersecurity
framework that outlines best practices for managing
and reducing cyber risks.Adhering to these
standards can help organizations build robust
cybersecurity programs that are capable of
defending against the complex threats posed by
social media and other digital platforms. These
frameworks provide guidance on areas such as
risk assessment, incident response, and access
control, helping organizations to develop a
comprehensive approach to cybersecurity.In
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addition to national standards, industry-specific
regulations may also apply. For example, the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) in the United States sets standards for
protecting sensitive patient information in the
healthcare industry. Businesses operating in regulated
industries must ensure that their cybersecurity
practices comply with all relevant standards.

Collaboration between governments,
businesses, and cybersecurity experts is essential
to staying ahead of cyber threats. Information
sharing initiatives, such as the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency’s (CISA)
Information Sharing and Analysis Centres (ISACs),
allow organizations to share threat intelligence and
learn from each other’s experiences.Public-private
partnerships can also play a key role in enhancing
cybersecurity on social media. Governments can
work with social media platforms to develop and
implement security measures that protect users
while respecting their privacy. For example, the
UK government’s Online Safety Bill aims to make
social media platforms more accountable for the
content shared on their sites and to protect users
from harmful content.International cooperation is
also vital, as cyber threats often cross-national
borders. Governments must work together to
establish global cybersecurity norms and
collaborate on efforts to track and prosecute
cybercriminals. This requires not only legal and
regulatory cooperation but also technical
collaboration to develop and deploy effective
cybersecurity tools and technologies.

Social media has transformed the way we
communicate, share information, and engage with

the world, offering unprecedented opportunities for
connection and expression. However, this
transformation has also introduced significant
cybersecurity challenges, as cybercriminals exploit
the openness and accessibility of social media
platforms to carry out malicious activities.The
threats posed by cybercriminals on social media
are diverse and constantly evolving, ranging from
phishing attacks and social engineering to malware
distribution and privacy invasion. These threats
have far-reaching impacts on individuals,
businesses, and society, leading to financial losses,
reputational damage, and the erosion of trust in
digital platforms.To navigate the complex digital
landscape, individuals, businesses, and governments
must implement comprehensive strategies to
enhance cybersecurity on social media. This
includes educating users about the risks,
implementing strong security measures, managing
privacy settings, and utilizing security tools.
Regulatory frameworks and international
cooperation are also essential in establishing and
enforcing standards that protect users’ data and
ensure the security of digital platforms.As social
media continues to evolve, so too must our approach
to cybersecurity. By staying informed, vigilant, and
proactive, we can protect ourselves and our
communities from the ever-present threats in the
digital world. The balance between the benefits of
social media and the need for robust cybersecurity
measures will be a defining challenge of the digital
age, requiring a collective effort from all
stakeholders to ensure a safe and secure online
environment. Bl
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Artificial Intelligence
Opportunity and Threats to Labour Market

Abhijit Sarkar
3rd Semester, Economics Department

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is transforming many aspects of our lives, from the way we
interact with technology to the jobs we do. As Al continues to develop and integrate into various
industries, its impact on labour markets is becoming increasingly significant. This article explores
how Al is changing the world of work, the opportunities it presents, and the challenges it poses for
workers and employers alike. Al refers to the ability of machines to perform tasks that typically
require human intelligence. These tasks include things like learning, problem-solving, and decision-
making. Over the past few years, Al has made incredible strides, with advancements in areas
such as machine learning, natural language processing, and robotics. As a result, Al is now capable
of performing a wide range of tasks, from driving cars to diagnosing medical conditions.One of
the most noticeable effects of Al on labour markets is the automation of routine and repetitive
jobs. In many industries, tasks that were once carried out by humans are now being performed by
machines. For example, in manufacturing, robots are used to assemble products on production
lines. In the retail sector, self-checkout kiosks are replacing cashiers. These changes can lead to
increased efficiency and lower costs for businesses, but they also result in job displacement for
workers who previously held these roles. While automation can lead to job losses, it also creates
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new opportunities. As Al takes over routine tasks,
it allows human workers to focus on more complex
and creative work. For instance, in healthcare, Al
can assist doctors by analysing medical images and
providing diagnostic support. This can free up
doctors to spend more time with patients and focus
on treatment planning. Similarly, in the field of
finance, Al can analyse vast amounts of data to
identify investment opportunities, allowing financial
analysts to make more informed decisions.
Another way Al impacts labour markets is
through the creation of new job categories and
industries. As Al technology evolves, new roles
are emerging that didn’t exist before. For example,
there is a growing demand for data scientists who
can analyse and interpret the large volumes of data
generated by Al systems. Additionally, there is a
need for Al specialists who can develop and
maintain Al technologies. These new job roles often
require different skills and qualifications, which
means that workers may need to undergo retraining
or further education to take advantage of these
opportunities. However, the transition to an Al-
driven economy also presents challenges. One of
the major concerns is the potential for increased
inequality. As Al continues to reshape industries,
there is a risk that the benefits of these changes
may not be evenly distributed. Workers in high-
skill jobs may benefit from increased productivity

and higher wages, while those in lower-skill jobs
may face unemployment and reduced job prospects.
This could widen the gap between different
socioeconomic groups and exacerbate existing
inequalities. Another challenge is the need for
effective policies and support systems to help
workers adapt to the changing labour market.
Governments and organizations need to invest in
education and training programs to ensure that
workers have the skills needed for the jobs of the
future. This includes not only technical skills related
to Al and technology but also soft skills such as
problem-solving, creativity, and emotional
intelligence. By equipping workers with these skills,
we can help them navigate the evolving job market
and take advantage of new opportunities.In addition
to education and training, there is also a need for
policies that support workers who are displaced
by automation. This could include measures such
as unemployment benefits, job placement services,
and support for entrepreneurship. By providing a
safety net for those affected by job loss, we can
help mitigate the negative impacts of Al on labour
markets and support a smoother transition to new
forms of employment.The impact of Al on labour
markets is complex and multifaceted. On one hand,
Al has the potential to drive economic growth,
increase productivity, and create new job
opportunities. On the other hand, it also poses
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challenges such as job displacement, increased
inequality, and the need for retraining and support
for affected workers. As we move forward, it is
important to carefully consider these factors and
develop strategies to ensure that the benefits of
Al are widely shared and that workers are
supported through the transition. By doing so, we
can harness the power of Al to create a more
prosperous and equitable future for all.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is rapidly evolving,
and its influence on labor markets continues to
expand. As Al technologies become more
sophisticated and integrated into various sectors,
understanding their impact becomes crucial for
workers, employers, and policymakers alike. This
extended discussion delves deeper into the nuances
of AI’s impact on labor markets, exploring further
opportunities, challenges, and potential strategies
for managing this transition.AI’s influence on labor
markets extends beyond the automation of routine
tasks. It is also reshaping the nature of work itself.
With Al systems increasingly taking on complex
tasks, human roles are shifting towards those that
require emotional intelligence, creativity, and
strategic thinking. For instance, in customer service,
Al chatbots handle basic inquiries, while human
representatives deal with more intricate and
sensitive issues. This shift highlights a growing
demand for skills that Al cannot easily replicate,
emphasizing the importance of human-centric roles
in the evolving job landscape.Moreover, Al is
enhancing job quality in several ways. For example,
in fields such as healthcare and education, Al tools
are used to support professionals in their work. In
healthcare, Al systems can predict patient
outcomes, recommend treatment plans, and

manage administrative tasks, allowing healthcare
workers to focus on direct patient care. Similarly,
in education, Al-driven tools can help personalize
learning experiences, identify students’ strengths
and weaknesses, and support teachers in
developing tailored educational strategies. By
automating routine aspects of these professions,
Al helps improve job satisfaction and
effectiveness.Al’s impact on labor markets is also
evident in the way it is transforming industries. In
the creative sector, Al is being used to generate
art, music, and literature, leading to new forms of
artistic expression and creativity. Al tools can
analyze trends, generate content, and even assist
in creative processes. While some may worry that
Al could replace human creators, others argue that
it opens up new avenues for collaboration between
humans and machines. For instance, Al can assist
artists by providing new techniques or inspiration,
while human creativity continues to drive the
emotional and cultural aspects of artistic work.
The integration of Al in various industries is
also leading to the emergence of hybrid job roles.
These roles combine technical expertise with
industry-specific knowledge, creating new career
paths. For example, a data scientist working in the
healthcare sector might need to understand both
data analysis and medical terminology. Similarly, a
marketing professional using Al tools for customer
insights must be skilled in both data interpretation
and marketing strategies. This convergence of skills
highlights the need for interdisciplinary knowledge
and the ability to adapt to new technologies.As Al
continues to evolve, it is essential to consider its
impact on different demographic groups. Women
and minority groups have historically been
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underrepresented in technology-related fields, and
there is a risk that these disparities could be
exacerbated by Al-driven changes. Ensuring
diverse representation in Al development and
implementation is crucial to avoid perpetuating
existing biases and to create technologies that serve
all segments of society equitably. Promoting
diversity and inclusion in STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
education and careers can help address these issues
and ensure that the benefits of Al are shared more
broadly.In addition to addressing diversity, there is
also a need for ongoing dialogue between
stakeholders, including businesses, workers, and
policymakers. Open communication can help
identify emerging trends, anticipate challenges, and
develop strategies to address them effectively. For
instance, industry associations, labour unions, and
educational institutions can collaborate to create
programs that support workers in adapting to new
technologies and industries. By working together,
stakeholders can ensure that the transition to an Al-
driven economy is managed in a way that benefits
everyone.

One important aspect of this dialogue is the
role of government policy in shaping the future of
work. Governments have a critical role to play in
regulating the use of Al ensuring that it is deployed
ethically and responsibly. This includes developing
guidelines for data privacy, preventing algorithmic
bias, and protecting workers’ rights. Additionally,
governments can support workforce development
initiatives, such as funding for training programs
and apprenticeships, to help workers acquire the
skills needed for new job opportunities.The
education system also plays a crucial role in
preparing future workers for an Al-driven
economy. Curricula need to be updated to include
skills that are relevant in the Al age, such as
programming, data analysis, and critical thinking.
Furthermore, educational institutions should focus
on fostering creativity, adaptability, and problem-
solving skills, as these will be increasingly valuable

in a world where Al handles routine tasks.
Collaboration between educators, businesses, and
technology experts can help ensure that education
aligns with the needs of the labour market.

Another key consideration is the ethical
implications of Al in the workplace. As Al systems
become more autonomous, there are concerns
about their decision-making processes and the
potential for unintended consequences. For
example, Al algorithms used in hiring or
performance evaluations might inadvertently
reinforce existing biases if they are not designed
with fairness in mind. It is essential to establish
ethical standards and transparency in Al
development to address these concerns and build
trust among workers and the public.The rise of Al
also brings attention to the importance of mental
health and well-being in the workplace. As job roles
and industries change, workers may experience
stress and uncertainty about their future careers.
Providing mental health support and career
counselling can help individuals navigate these
transitions and maintain their well-being. Employers
and organizations should create supportive
environments that address the psychological impact
of technological change and provide resources for
managing stress and adapting to new roles.

In conclusion, the impact of Al on labour
markets is multifaceted and ongoing. While Al
presents opportunities for increased efficiency, new
job creation, and enhanced job quality, it also poses
challenges such as job displacement, inequality, and
the need for retraining. To navigate this transition
successfully, it is essential to focus on education,
diversity, ethical standards, and support systems
for workers. By addressing these factors, we can
harness the potential of Al to create a future where
technology enhances human work and contributes
to a more equitable and prosperous society. The
journey towards an Al-driven economy will require
collaboration, adaptability, and a commitment to
ensuring that the benefits of technological
advancements are shared widely. Bl
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The Amazing Worl

do

Apiculture

Dikshita Kalita
3rd Semester, Economics Department

Imagine a world buzzing with tiny,

hardworking insects that produce something as
sweet as honey! Welcome to the incredible world
of beekeeping, also known as apiculture. In this
article, we’ll take a journey into the lives of bees,
explore how they make honey, and learn about
the amazing people who help take care of these
fascinating creatures. By the end, you’ll see how
important bees are to our world and why
beekeeping is so much more than just a
hobby.Beekeeping, or apiculture, is the practice
of caring for and managing bee colonies. A person
who keeps bees is called a beekeeper, and they
live in something called an apiary, which is a
special place where beehives are kept.
Beekeepers play a vital role in helping bees thrive,
which is important not just for honey, but for the
entire environment.

Bees are small insects with six legs, two
antennae, and wings that allow them to fly. There
are more than 20,000 species of bees around the
world, but the most famous one is the honeybee,

which is the main star of beekeeping. Honeybees
live in large groups called colonies, and every bee
in the colony has a special job to do.Every bee
colony has one queen bee. She is the largest bee
in the hive and her main job is to lay eggs. A queen
bee can lay up to 2,000 eggs in a single day! The
queen also produces a special scent that helps
keep the colony together.These are female bees
that do almost everything in the hive. They take
care of the queen, feed the baby bees (larvae),
clean the hive, gather nectar and pollen from
flowers, and even guard the hive from intruders.
Worker bees are incredibly busy—hence the
phrase “busy as a bee”!Drones are the male bees
in the colony. Their main job is to mate with a
queen from another hive. Unlike worker bees,
drones don’t have stingers, so they can’t defend
the hive.

Bees go through four stages in their life: egg,
larva, pupa, and adult. The queen lays eggs in the
honeycomb cells, and after a few days, the eggs
hatch into larvae. The worker bees feed the larvae
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with a special substance called royal jelly for the
first few days, and then switch to a mixture of
honey and pollen. After about a week, the larvae
spin a cocoon around themselves and become
pupae. Inside the cocoon, they transform into
adult bees. The entire process takes about 21
days.One of the most fascinating things about bees
is how they make honey. It all starts when the
worker bees fly out of the hive to collect nectar
from flowers. Nectar is a sweet liquid that flowers
produce to attract bees and other insects.The
worker bee uses its long tongue, called a
proboscis, to suck up the nectar and store itin a
special part of its body called the honey stomach.
This is different from the bee’s regular stomach—
it’s like a tiny backpack just for nectar!Once the
worker bee’s honey stomach is full, it flies back
to the hive and passes the nectar to another
worker bee. This bee then chews the nectar for
about half an hour, breaking it down into a simple
form that can be turned into honey. The bees then
deposit the nectar into the honeycomb cells. They
fan the nectar with their wings to help evaporate
the water content, making the nectar thicker. Once
it’s thick enough, the bees seal the cell with a wax
lid to keep the honey fresh.The honey is now
ready to be used by the bees as food. They eat it
during the winter months when there are no
flowers to collect nectar from.Bees do so much
more than just make honey—they are also some
of the best pollinators in the world. Pollination is
the process of transferring pollen from one flower
to another, which helps plants grow fruits,
vegetables, and seeds. Without bees, many of the
foods we love, like apples, strawberries, and
almonds, would be much harder to grow.
Beekeepers are like superheroes for bees.
They make sure the bees have everything they
need to be healthy and happy. Here are some of
the things beekeepers do:Beekeepers provide
bees with a safe place to live by setting up hives.
These hives can be wooden boxes or natural
structures like hollow trees.Sometimes, especially
during winter or if there aren’t many flowers
around, beekeepers feed the bees sugar water to

make sure they don’t go hungry.Beekeepers
regularly inspect the hives to make sure the bees
are healthy. They check for pests, diseases, and
make sure the queen is doing her job.When the
bees have made more honey than they need, the
beekeeper carefully takes some of it out of the
hive. This is done without harming the bees, and
the beekeeper leaves enough honey for the bees
to eat.Beekeepers also help protect the
environment by planting flowers and trees that
bees love, and by teaching others about the
importance of bees.

Honey harvesting is a special time in the
beekeeping year. It usually happens in late summer
or early fall, when the bees have had plenty of
time to gather nectar and make honey.Before
opening the hive, beekeepers use a tool called a
bee smoker to gently puff smoke into the hive.
The smoke makes the bees calm and less likely
to sting. The beekeeper carefully removes the
honeycomb frames from the hive. These frames
are filled with honey and sealed with wax. To get
the honey out, the beekeeper first removes the
wax caps from the honeycomb cells using a special
tool called an uncapping knife. The uncapped
honeycombs are placed in a machine called a
honey extractor, which spins them around really
fast. The spinning force pushes the honey out of
the combs and into a container. The honey is then
filtered to remove any bits of wax or other
particles, leaving pure, golden honey.Finally, the
honey is poured into jars and sealed. It’s now
ready to be eaten!

Bees play a crucial role in our ecosystem.
They help pollinate flowers, which is necessary
for plants to produce fruits and seeds. This process
not only helps plants grow but also provides food
for other animals, including humans. Bees are
responsible for pollinating about one-third of the
food we eat!By pollinating a wide variety of plants,
bees support biodiversity, which means a healthy
variety of plant and animal life in an area. This
biodiversity is important for keeping ecosystems
balanced and resilient.Farmers rely on bees to
pollinate their crops. Without bees, many crops
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would produce less fruit, leading to lower food supplies
and higher prices.In addition to crops, bees also
pollinate wild plants, which provide food and shelter
for many animals. These plants help maintain the health
of forests, meadows, and other natural habitats.
Unfortunately, bees face many threats today,
including pesticides, habitat loss, and climate
change. These threats are causing bee populations
to decline, which is bad news for our environment
and food supply. But there are things we can do
to help bees!You can help bees by planting
flowers in your garden or community that are rich
in nectar and pollen. Some great choices include

sunflowers, lavender, and wildflowers.Pesticides
can harm bees, so try to avoid using them in your
garden. Instead, use natural methods to control
pests, like introducing ladybugs or using organic
sprays. Buying honey and other products from
local beekeepers helps support the people who
are working to keep bees healthy. Bees need water
to drink, just like we do. You can create a simple
bee bath by filling a shallow dish with water and
adding some stones for the bees to land on.Talk
to your friends and family about the importance
of bees and what they can do to help. The more
people who know about bees, the better! mm
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Quantum advancements
A new erain
technological innovation

Manashi Shivam

3rd Semester, Economics Department

-uantum advancements have ushered in a

new era of technological innovation, promising to
revolutionize industries ranging from computing and
communication to sensing and materials science.
The principles of quantum mechanics, once
confined to the realms of theoretical physics, are
now being harnessed to create practical
technologies with unprecedented capabilities. This
article delves into the extensive landscape of
quantum advancements, exploring their historical
roots, fundamental concepts, current developments,
and future prospects.The journey of quantum

advancements begins with the inception of quantum
mechanics in the early 20th century. Pioneers like
Max Planck, Albert Einstein, Niels Bohr, and Erwin
Schrodinger laid the groundwork for this
revolutionary field. Planck’s introduction of the
quantum hypothesis in 1900, which suggested that
energy is quantized, marked the dawn of quantum
theory. Einstein’s explanation of the photoelectric
effect and Bohr’s model of the hydrogen atom
further cemented the foundations of quantum
mechanics.Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, the
development of quantum mechanics accelerated,
with contributions from Werner Heisenberg, Paul
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Dirac, and Schrodinger, who formulated the famous
Schrodinger equation. The Copenhagen
interpretation, proposed by Bohr and Heisenberg,
provided a philosophical framework for
understanding quantum phenomena, emphasizing
the probabilistic nature of quantum states.
Quantum superposition is a fundamental
principle that allows particles to exist in multiple
states simultaneously. Unlike classical bits, which
are either O or 1, quantum bits (qubits) can be in a
state of 0, 1, or any superposition of these states.
This property is crucial for the power of quantum
computing, enabling massive parallelism and
computational speed-ups.Quantum entanglement
is a phenomenon where particles become
interconnected in such a way that the state of one
particle instantly influences the state of another,
regardless of the distance separating them. This
“spooky action at a distance,” as Einstein described
it, forms the basis of quantum communication and
has profound implications for information transfer
and cryptography.Quantum tunneling allows
particles to pass through energy barriers that would
be insurmountable in classical physics. This
phenomenon is exploited in various applications,
including tunnel diodes and scanning tunneling
microscopes, which provide atomic-scale imaging
of surfaces.Quantum decoherence is the process
by which a quantum system loses its quantum
properties due to interaction with its environment.
Understanding and mitigating decoherence is
critical for developing stable and reliable quantum

technologies, particularly in quantum computing and
communication.

Quantum computing represents one of the
most exciting frontiers in quantum advancements.
Unlike classical computers, which use bits to
process information, quantum computers use qubits,
which can exist in superpositions of states. This
allows quantum computers to perform complex
calculations exponentially faster than their classical
counterparts for certain tasks.Quantum computing
leverages the principles of superposition and
entanglement to achieve its computational power.
Quantum gates manipulate qubits to perform
operations, and quantum algorithms exploit these
operations to solve problems more efficiently than
classical algorithms.Qubits are the fundamental
units of quantum information. They can be realized
using various physical systems, including trapped
ions, superconducting circuits, and photons.
Quantum gates, analogous to classical logic gates,
perform operations on qubits. Common quantum
gates include the Hadamard gate, which creates
superpositions, and the CNOT gate, which
entangles qubits.

Quantum algorithms harness the power of
quantum mechanics to solve specific problems
more efficiently than classical algorithms. Shor’s
algorithm, for example, can factor large integers
exponentially faster than the best-known classical
algorithms, posing a threat to classical
cryptographic systems. Grover’s algorithm
provides a quadratic speedup for unstructured
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search problems, demonstrating the potential of
quantum computing in diverse applications.Several
companies and research institutions are at the
forefront of developing quantum computers. IBM’s
Quantum Experience, Google’s Sycamore
processor, and D-Wave’s quantum annealers
represent significant milestones in the field. These
platforms have demonstrated various quantum
algorithms and applications, pushing the boundaries
of what 1is possible with quantum
technology.Quantum communication leverages the
principles of quantum mechanics to create secure
communication channels. The most notable
application is Quantum Key Distribution (QKD),
which enables two parties to generate a shared
secret key that is immune to eavesdropping. QKD
uses the principles of quantum mechanics to ensure
secure communication. The most well-known
QKD protocol, BB84, uses the polarization states
of photons to encode information. Any attempt to
intercept the key disturbs the quantum states,
revealing the presence of an eavesdropper and
ensuring the security of the key exchange.
Quantum cryptography extends beyond QKD
to include various protocols for secure
communication and authentication. Quantum digital
signatures and quantum secret sharing are among
the emerging applications that leverage quantum
mechanics to enhance security.Quantum networks
aim to connect quantum computers and devices,
enabling distributed quantum computing and secure
communication over long distances. Quantum
repeaters, which overcome the loss and decoherence
in quantum channels, are a key component of
developing large-scale quantum networks.Quantum
sensing and metrology exploit quantum phenomena
to achieve unprecedented precision in
measurements. These technologies have
applications in various fields, including medicine,
navigation, and environmental monitoring.Quantum
sensors use quantum states to measure physical
quantities with high sensitivity and accuracy.
Examples include atomic clocks, which provide
precise timekeeping, and magnetometers, which
detect minute changes in magnetic fields.
Quantum sensors have numerous applications
in medicine, including MRI machines that use
quantum principles to generate detailed images of
the human body. In navigation, quantum gyroscopes
and accelerometers offer improved accuracy for

inertial navigation systems. Environmental
monitoring benefits from quantum sensors that can
detect small changes in temperature, pressure, and
other environmental parameters.Quantum materials
exhibit unique properties that arise from quantum
mechanical effects. These materials hold promise
for various applications, including quantum
computing, sensing, and  energy
technologies.Topological insulators are materials
that conduct electricity on their surface but not in
their bulk. They have potential applications in
spintronics and quantum computing due to their
robust surface states that are immune to
scattering.Quantum dots are semiconductor
nanoparticles that exhibit quantum mechanical
properties. They are used in various applications,
including displays, solar cells, and biological
imaging.Superconductors are materials that exhibit
zero electrical resistance below a certain
temperature. High-temperature superconductors
are of particular interest for applications in power
transmission, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI),
and quantum computing.

Recent research has led to significant
breakthroughs in quantum science and technology.
Notable experiments and findings include
advancements in quantum error correction, the
realization of topological qubits, and the
demonstration of quantum supremacy by Google’s
Sycamore processor.

Despite the rapid progress, several challenges
remain in the development of quantum technologies.
Technical challenges include improving qubit
coherence times, scaling up quantum systems, and
developing error-correcting codes. Ethical and
societal implications, such as the potential impact
on cryptography and data security, must also be
considered. Future research directions include
exploring new quantum materials, developing hybrid
quantum-classical systems, and advancing quantum
machine learning.Quantum advancements are
transforming our understanding of the physical
world and paving the way for groundbreaking
technologies. From quantum computing and
communication to sensing and materials, the
potential applications of quantum science are vast
and far-reaching. As research and development
continue to push the boundaries of what is possible,
the future of quantum technology promises to be
both exciting and transformative.
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The lllusions of our Life

Arif Ali
6" Semester

Once upon a time, there lived a stonecutter

who went every day to a great rock in the side of
a bing mountain and cut out slabs for gravestones
or for houses. He understood very well the kinds
of stones wanted for the different purposes and as
he was a careful workman, he
had plenty of customers. For a
long time he was quite happy
and contented and asked for
nothing better than what he
had. Now in the mountain
dwelled a spirit, which now and
then appeared to men and
helped them in many ways to
become rich and prosperous.
The stonecutter,
however, had never seen this
spirit and only shook his head F=2a
with an unbelieving air when [Z#f
anyone spoke of it. But a time [
was coming when he learned
to change his opinion. One day
the stonecutter carried a¢

beautiful things of which he had

never even dreamt. Sudenly his daily work seemed

to grow harder and heavier and he said to himself
Oh, if only I were a rich man and could

sleep in a bed with silken curtains and golden

tassels, how happy I should be!

rather dull, for he h

And a voice answered him, Your wish is
heard, a rich man you shall be. At the sound of the
voice the stonecutter looked around, but could see
nobody. He thought it was all his fancy and picked
up his tools and went home, for he did not feel
inclined to do any more work
that day. But when he reached
the little house where he lived,
| he stood still with amazement,
for instead of his wooden hut
was a stately palace filled with
splendid furniture and most
/| splendid of all was the bed, in

' ! every respect like the one he
| had envied. He was nearly
! beside himself with joy and in
! his new life the old one was
soon forgotten.

It was now the beginning
of summer and each day the
'sun blazed fiercely. One
morning the heat was so great
\ 1' that the stonecutter could
W scarcely breathe, and he
¢ determined he would stop at
A home till the evering. He was
ad never learned how to amuse
himself, and was peeping through the closed blinds
to see what was going on in the street, when a
little carriage passed by, drawn by servants,
dressed in blue and silver. In the carriage sat a
prince, and over his head a golden umbrella was
held to protect him from the Sun's rays. Oh, if I
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were only a prince, said the stonecutter to himself,
as the carriage vanished around the corner.

Oh, if I were only a prince and could go
in such a carriage and have a golden umbrella
held over me, how happy I should be!

And a prince he was, before his carriage
rode one company of men and another behind it.
Servants dressed in scarlet and gold bore him along.
The coveted umbrella was held over his head.
Everything his heart could desire was his. But yet
it was not enough, and when saw that in spite of
the water he poured on the grass, the rays of the
Sun scorched it, and that in spite of the umbrella
held over his head, each day his face grew darker
and darker. He cried in his anger. The Sun is
mightier than I.

Oh, if I were only the Sun!

And the mountain spirit answered, your wish
is heard. The Sun you shall be. And the Sun he
was, and felt himself proud in his power. He shot
his beams above and below, on earth and in heaven.
He burned up the grass and the fields and scorched
the faces of princes, as well as of poorer folk. But
in a short time he began to grow tired of his might,
for there seemed nothing left for him to do.
Discontent once more filled his soul. And when a
cloud covered his face and hid the earth from him,
he cried in his anger. Does the cloud hold captive
my rays, and is it mighter than I?

Oh, that I were a cloud and mightier than any!

And the mountain spirit answered, your wish
is heard. A cloud you shall be. And a cloud he was
and lay between the Sun and the earth. He caught
the Sun's beams and held them. And to his joy the
earth grew green again, and flowers blossomed.
But that wasn't enough for him and for days and a
week he poured forth rain, till the rivers overflowed
their banks and the crops of rice stood in water.
Towns and villages were destroyed by the power
of the rain. Only the great rock on the

&2

-

mountainside remained unmoved. The cloud was
amazed at the sight and cried in wonder, Is the
rock, then mightier than I?

Oh, if I were only the rock!

And the mountain spirit answered, you wish
is heard. The rock you shall be. And the rock he
was and gloried in his power. Proudly he stood
and neither the heat of the Sun nor the force of the
rain could move him. This is better than all, he said
to himself. But one day he heard a strange noise
at his feet and when he looed down to see what it
could be, he saw a stonecutter, driving tools into
his surface. Even while he looked, a trembling
feeling ran all through him, and a great block broke
off and fell upon the ground. Then he cried in his
wrath, Is a mere child of earth mightier than a rock?

Oh, if I were only a man!

And the mountain spirit answered, you wish
is heard. A man once more you shall be. And the
man he was, and gloried in his power. And in the
sweet of his brow he toiled again at his trade of
stonecutting. His bed was hard and his food scanty,
but the had learned to be satiscied with it, and didn't
long to be something or somebody else. And as he
never asked for things he did not have, or desired
to be greater and mightier than other people, he
was happly at last, and never agains heard the voice
of the mountain spirit.

In the same way in life, in our life, it is not
important what we have, it is important what we
do with the things that we have. There will always
be someone or something more richer or powerful
than us. But at the same time there will always be
something or someone poorer and weaker than us.
If you only compare yourself to others or other
things, you will only worry and keep on thinking
what if, and you shall never be content in your life.

'Aim for the stars, but know who you are
an who you want to be." Al
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Sagarika Thausen
Asstt. Professor, Department of Philosophy

Many people, when they think of philosophy, often dismiss it as a dry, irrelevant subject
with no real impact on daily life. However, this perception misses the profound role philosophy
plays in shaping both individual and societal thinking.Philosophy is not just an academic exercise
or a collection of dense books. Its purpose is much deeper — it teaches us to look within ourselves,
reflect, and internalize essential truths about our existence. By asking fundamental questions like
"How?" and "Why?", philosophy helps us seek the underlying reasons for everything, which can
be particularly valuable in times of personal or social crisis. A central aspect of philosophy is
ethics. With the help of critical thinking, philosophy allows individuals to become better human
beings, capable of making ethical decisions that benefit society. When applied to governance and
social structures, philosophy can shape resourceful and responsible citizens who actively contribute
to societal progress. Known as the "mother of all disciplines," philosophy lays the foundation for
many areas of study. Whether we're discussing literature, science, or psychology, philosophy
asks us to probe the deeper nature of reality, knowledge, and existence. Why do we study these
subjects? What is their true significance? These are the kinds of questions philosophy encourages
us to ask. In practice, philosophy also takes on a more tangible role. Philosophical counseling, for
instance, is an emerging field where philosophical principles are applied to help individuals navigate
personal challenges such as midlife crises, career changes, or moral dilemmas. By using reason
and logic, philosophy can offer insightful guidance to resolve these issues.Philosophy isn't limited
to theoretical questions — it equips us with tools to face real-life challenges. It enhances our
critical thinking skills, and when combined with reasoning and logic, it can lead to meaningful
changes, both in our lives and within society. HEl
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Crypto currency

Jalees Tabasum Ahmed
3rd Semester
Economics Department

In recent years, two major developments in the world of finance have captured the attention
of people around the world: cryptocurrency and Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs). Both
represent significant shifts in how we think about and use money. In India, these concepts have
sparked lively debates among policymakers, financial experts, and the general public. This article
aims to provide a clear and simple explanation of what cryptocurrency and CBDCs are, how they
work, and what they mean for the future of money in India.

Cryptocurrency is a type of digital or virtual currency that uses cryptography for security.
Unlike traditional currencies, which are issued and regulated by governments, cryptocurrencies
operate on decentralized networks based on blockchain technology. A blockchain is a distributed
ledger that records all transactions across a network of computers, ensuring transparency and
security. The most well-known cryptocurrency is Bitcoin, which was created in 2009 by an unknown
person (or group of people) using the pseudonym Satoshi Nakamoto. Since then, thousands of
different cryptocurrencies have been developed, each with its unique features and uses.
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Unlike traditional currencies
that are controlled by central banks
or governments, cryptocurrencies
operate on decentralized
networks. This means that no
single entity has control over the
currency.All transactions made
with cryptocurrencies are
recorded on a public ledger called
the blockchain. This makes it easy
to track and  verify
transactions.Cryptocurrencies use
cryptographic techniques to secure
transactions, making them resistant
to fraud and hacking.While all
transactions are recorded on the
blockchain, the identities of the
parties involved are usually kept
anonymous. Cryptocurrencies can
be sent and received anywhere in
the world, without the need for
intermediaries like banks.

Bitcoin (BTC) is the first and
most widely recognized
cryptocurrency.Ethereum (ETH)
is known for its smart contract
functionality, allowing for
decentralized applications. Ripple
(XRP) Focused on facilitating
cross-border payments. Litecoin
(LTC) is often referred to as the
“silver to Bitcoin’s gold.”
Cryptocurrencies work through a
combination of blockchain
technology and cryptographic
algorithms. When a person wants
to send cryptocurrency to
someone else, they create a
transaction that is broadcasted to
the entire network. This
transaction is then verified by
network participants, known as
miners, who solve complex
mathematical problems to validate
the transaction. Once verified, the
transaction is added to the
blockchain, making it a permanent
part of the ledger. This process of
verifying transactions and adding
them to the blockchain is called

i
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“mining.” Miners are
rewarded with newly created
cryptocurrency for their work,
which also serves as an
incentive to maintain the
security and integrity of the
network.

In India, the concept of
cryptocurrency has been met
with both enthusiasm and
scepticism. On one hand,
many people see it as an
exciting innovation with the
potential to revolutionize the
financial system. On the other
hand, concerns about security,
regulation, and the potential for
misuse have led to calls for
stricter controls.The Indian
government and the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) have
taken a cautious approach to
cryptocurrency. In 2018, the
RBI issued a circular
prohibiting banks and financial
institutions from providing
services  related to
cryptocurrencies. This
effectively banned the use of
cryptocurrencies in the
country. However, in 2020, the
Supreme Court of India lifted
the ban, allowing the use of
cryptocurrencies but leaving
the regulatory environment
uncertain.In response to the
growing popularity of
cryptocurrencies, the Indian
government has been working
on a new bill to regulate the
industry. The proposed
legislation, known as the
Cryptocurrency and
Regulation of Official Digital
Currency Bill, 2021, aims to
create a framework for the
creation of an official digital
currency by the RBI while
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banning private cryptocurrencies.
The bill has sparked debate, with
some arguing that a ban on private
cryptocurrencies could stifle
innovation, while others believe it
is necessary to protect consumers
and maintain financial stability.

Public  opinion on
cryptocurrency in India is mixed.
Many tech-savvy individuals and
investors are excited about the
potential of cryptocurrencies to
provide new opportunities for
wealth creation and financial
inclusion. However, there are also
concerns about the risks
associated with investing in
cryptocurrencies, such as price
volatility, the potential for fraud,
and the lack of consumer
protections.Despite  these
concerns, the popularity of
cryptocurrencies in India has been
steadily increasing, with more
people looking to invest in digital
assets. This has led to the rise of
cryptocurrency exchanges and
trading platforms in the country,
providing users with the ability to
buy, sell, and trade
cryptocurrencies easily.

A Central Bank Digital
Currency (CBDC) is a digital form
of a country’s official currency,
issued and regulated by the central
bank. Unlike cryptocurrencies,
which are decentralized and
operate on private networks,
CBDCs are centralized and
function as a digital representation
of the national currency.CBDCs
are designed to be used alongside
physical cash and traditional bank
deposits, providing a digital
alternative for transactions. They
can be used for everyday
purchases, payments, and
transfers, just like traditional



money.CBDCs are issued and
regulated by the central bank,
giving the government full control
over the currency.CBDCs exist
only in digital form and can be
stored in digital wallets or
accounts.Like physical cash,
CBDC:s are recognized as legal
tender and can be used for all
transactions.CBDCs are backed
by the central bank, which helps
to ensure their stability and
trustworthiness.CBDCs have the
potential to improve financial
inclusion by providing access to
digital payment systems for people
who do not have traditional bank
accounts.

The idea of a Central Bank
Digital Currency has gained
significant traction in India in
recent years. The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) has been exploring
the possibility of introducing a
digital version of the Indian Rupee
(INR) as a way to modernize the
country’s payment systems and
improve financial
inclusion.CBDCs can make
transactions faster, cheaper, and
more efficient by reducing the
need for intermediaries.By
providing access to digital
payment systems, CBDCs can
help bring more people into the
formal financial system, especially
in rural areas where access to
traditional banking services may
be limited. CBDCs can reduce the
reliance on physical cash, which
is costly to produce, distribute, and
manage.CBDCs can provide
central banks with more precise
control over the money supply and
interest rates, potentially
improving the effectiveness of
monetary policy.CBDCs can
provide a government-backed

= o

alternative to  private
cryptocurrencies, reducing the
risks associated with unregulated
digital currencies.

While CBDCs offer many
potential benefits, there are also
challenges and concerns that
need to be addressed. The digital
nature of CBDCs could raise
concerns about privacy, as
central banks would have the
ability to track all
transactions.As with any digital
system, CBDCs could be
vulnerable to cyberattacks,
which could have serious
implications for the financial
system. Developing and
implementing a CBDC would
require significant investment in
technology and infrastructure.
CBDCs could disrupt the
traditional banking system by
reducing the need for bank
deposits and loans.

In recent years, the
Reserve Bank of India has been
actively studying the feasibility of
launching a digital version of the
Indian Rupee. The RBI has
established a working group to
explore the potential benefits and
risks of a digital currency and has
been engaging with stakeholders
to gather input and insights.The
digital rupee is envisioned as a
complement to the existing
payment systems, providing a
secure and efficient way for
people to make transactions. It
could also play a role in
enhancing financial inclusion by
providing a digital payment
option for those who do not have
access to traditional banking
services.The RBI has indicated
that it is taking a cautious
approach to the development of

a digital rupee, with a focus on
ensuring that the currency is
secure, stable, and accessible to
all. The central bank has also
emphasized the importance of
maintaining the stability of the
financial system and protecting
the interests of consumers.

A digital rupee could reduce
the costs associated with
producing, distributing, and
managing physical cash.The use
of a digital currency could
improve transparency in
transactions, helping to reduce
corruption and  money
laundering.A digital rupee could
give the RBI more precise control
over the money supply, helping to
manage inflation and economic
growth.As more countries
explore the development of
CBDCs, having a digital rupee

could enhance India’s
competitiveness in the global
economy.

Developing a secure and
reliable digital currency system
will require significant
technological innovation and
investment.The introduction of a
digital rupee will require changes
to existing laws and regulations,
as well as the development of
new frameworks to govern its
use.Ensuring that people are
comfortable using a digital
currency will beessential for its
success. Public education and
awareness campaigns may be
needed to build trust and
understanding of the digital
rupee.The digital rupee will need
to be compatible with existing

payment  systems  and
infrastructure to ensure seamless
integration into the

economy.Protecting the digital
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rupee from cyber threats will be
atop priority. The RBI will need
to invest in robust security
measures to safeguard the
currency and the broader financial
system.

While both cryptocurrencies
and CBDCs represent digital
forms of money, there are
significant differences between
the two. Understanding these
differences is key to grasping their
respective roles in the future of
finance. Cryptocurrencies are
decentralized and operate on
networks that are not controlled
by any single entity. This lack of
central control is one of the
defining features of
cryptocurrencies.Security is
maintained through cryptographic
techniques and the decentralized
nature of the blockchain.
However, cryptocurrencies are
still vulnerable to hacks, fraud, and
scams.CBDCs are Centralized
and issued by central banks.
Governments have full control
over CBDCs, including their
issuance and regulation.Security
is managed by the central bank,
which has the resources and
authority to implement robust
protections against cyber threats.
However, the centralized nature
of CBDC:s could also make them
a target for large-scale
cyberattacks.

As India continues to
navigate the evolving landscape
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At the same time; the
1ise 0f cryptocyrrericies
presents both
opportuiities and visks:
While cryptocuriencies
offer exciting possibilities
for inwwevation  and
nyestment; they dlso pose
challenges rélated 1o
regylation; security, and
consumer profection;

of digital currencies, the future
holds both opportunities and
challenges. The development of
a digital rupee could bring
numerous benefits to the
country, including greater
financial inclusion, reduced
transaction costs, and enhanced
monetary control. However, the
successful implementation of a
CBDC will require careful
planning, robust security
measures, and widespread
public acceptance. At the same
time, the rise of
cryptocurrencies presents both
opportunities and risks. While
cryptocurrencies offer exciting
possibilities for innovation and
investment, they also pose
challenges related to regulation,
security, and consumer
protection. In the coming years,
the Indian government, the RBI,
and other stakeholders will need

to work together to strike the right
balance between fostering
innovation and ensuring financial
stability. By doing so, India can
position itself as a leader in the
digital currency revolution, paving
the way for a more inclusive and
efficient financial system.

The world of money is
changing rapidly, with
cryptocurrencies and Central
Bank Digital Currencies at the
forefront of this transformation. In
India, these developments have
sparked widespread interest and
debate, as people consider the
implications for the economy,
society, and the future of
finance.While cryptocurrencies
offer the promise of decentralized,
borderless money, they also come
with risks and uncertainties. On
the other hand, CBDCs represent
a more controlled and stable
approach to digital currency, with
the potential to modernize the
financial system and improve
access to financial services.As
India explores the possibilities of
a digital rupee and grapples with
the rise of cryptocurrencies, it is
clear that the future of money will
be increasingly digital. By
embracing this change and
addressing the challenges that
come with it, India can build a
more resilient, inclusive, and
innovative financial system for the
years to come. BN
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SOCIETY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
A JOURNEY TOGETHER

Lipika Baruah
3 semester, Economics Department

S ociety and economic development are deeply connected. The way a

society grows and evolves is often reflected in its economy, and the health of
an economy influences the well-being of the people within it. In simple terms,
economic development means improving the economic conditions of a country
or region, which in turn improves the quality of life for its people. This
improvement can be seen in better education, healthcare, jobs, and overall
living conditions.Economic development refers to the process by which a country
improves the economic, political, and social well-being of its people. It is not
just about increasing the wealth of a nation, but about ensuring that this wealth
leads to better living standards for everyone. This includes access to education,
healthcare, and employment opportunities, as well as a reduction in poverty
and inequality.
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There are various indicators of economic
development. Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
measures the total value of goods and services
produced in a country. A growing GDP often
indicates a healthy economy.Per Capita Income is
the average income earned by each person in a
country. Itis calculated by dividing the total national
income by the population. Employment rates usually
indicate a strength of an economy, where people
have access to jobs and a means to support
themselves and their families. When more people
have access to quality education and healthcare, it
reflects positive economic development.Good
infrastructure, such as roads, electricity, and clean
water, is essential for economic growth.

Society plays a crucial role in economic
development. A strong, healthy, and educated
society is better equipped to contribute to the
economy. When people are educated, they can find
better jobs, earn more money, and contribute more
to the economy. Similarly, a healthy population is
more productive and can work more effectively.
Education is one of the most important factors in
economic development. When people are educated,
they can acquire the skills needed for various jobs.
This not only helps individuals but also contributes
to the overall economy by increasing productivity
and innovation.A healthy society is a productive
society. Access to good healthcare ensures that
people can work and contribute to the economy.
When people are sick or unable to work due to
poor health, it affects the economy. Therefore,
investments in healthcare are crucial for economic
development.Social stability is essential for
economic growth. When a society is stable,
businesses can operate without fear of conflict or
disruption. This encourages investment and leads
to economic development. On the other hand,
social unrest can lead to economic decline as it
creates uncertainty and instability.Gender equality
is another important aspect of economic
development. When women have the same
opportunities as men, they can contribute equally
to the economy. This leads to more innovation,
productivity, and economic growth.

Economic development has a significant
impact on society. As the economy grows, people’s
lives improve. They have access to better jobs,
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education, and healthcare. This leads to an overall
improvement in living standards.One of the most
significant impacts of economic development is the
reduction in poverty. When the economy grows,
more jobs are created, and people have the
opportunity to earn a living. This helps lift people
out of poverty and improves their quality of
life.Economic development often leads to better
access to education. As the economy grows, the
government can invest more in education, leading
to better schools, teachers, and resources. This
helps create a more educated population, which in
turn contributes to further economic
growth.Economic development allows for more
investment in healthcare. This means better
hospitals, more doctors, and access to medicines
and treatments. As a result, people live longer,
healthier lives.Economic development can also lead
to greater social mobility. This means that people
have the opportunity to improve their social and
economic status through hard work and education.
This leads to a more equal and fair society.As
economies grow, there is often a greater focus on
environmental sustainability. This means finding ways
to grow the economy without harming the
environment. This is important for ensuring that future
generations can also enjoy a good quality of life.

While economic development brings many
benefits, it also comes with challenges.Economic
development does not always benefit everyone
equally. In some cases, the rich get richer while
the poor remain poor. This can lead to greater
inequality and social unrest. Economic growth often
leads to environmental degradation. For example,
the increase in industrial activity can lead to
pollution and the depletion of natural resources.
This is a significant challenge, as it threatens the
sustainability of future economic growth.Economic
development often leads to urbanization, as people
move to cities in search of better jobs and living
conditions. While urbanization can lead to
economic growth, it also creates challenges such
as overcrowding, pollution, and the strain on
infrastructure.Globalization is another challenge in
economic development. While it can lead to
economic growth by opening up new markets, it
can also lead to job losses in certain industries and
increased inequality.
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The future of economic development will
depend on how well societies can address these
challenges. This will require a focus on sustainable
development, which means finding ways to grow
the economy while protecting the environment and
ensuring that everyone benefits from economic
growth.Sustainable development is about finding a
balance between economic growth and
environmental protection. This means investing in
renewable energy, reducing waste, and finding
ways to produce goods and services without
harming the environment.Inclusive growth is about
ensuring that everyone benefits from economic
development. This means addressing inequality and
ensuring that all members of society have access
to the opportunities and resources they need to
succeed.Innovation and technology will play a
crucial role in the future of economic development.
New technologies can help drive economic growth
by increasing productivity and creating new
industries. However, it is important to ensure that
these benefits are shared by everyone and do not

lead to greater inequality.Education and skills
development will also be crucial for future
economic development. As the economy evolves,
new skills will be needed. This means investing in
education and training to ensure that people are
prepared for the jobs of the future.Global cooperation
will be essential for addressing the challenges of
economic development. Issues such as climate
change, inequality, and globalization require
coordinated efforts from all countries. By working
together, countries can ensure that economic
development is sustainable and benefits everyone.

Economic development and society are
deeply interconnected. A strong economy leads to
a better quality of life for people, while a healthy
and educated society contributes to economic
growth. However, economic development also
comes with challenges, such as inequality and
environmental degradation. The future of economic
development will depend on how well societies can
address these challenges and find ways to grow
the economy sustainably and inclusively. mm
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Economic Globalization

Dipambita Sarkar
5" Semester

Economic globalization refers to the mobility of people, capital, technology, goods and
services, internationally. It is also about how intergrated countries are in the global economy. It
refers to now independent different countries and regions have become across the world. In
the eighteen hundreds in the world economy generally, people and capital crossed borders with
ease, but not goods. In this country, people do not cross borders easily, but technologies, capital
and goods do. Over the past two to three decades, under the framework of General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and World Trade Organization., economic globalization has been
expanding at a much faster pace. Countries have repidly been cutting down trade barriers and
opening up their current accounts and capital accounts.

The process of economy globalization is also the process of global industrial restructuring
and readjustment. With the development of science and technology and increase of income
level, industrial structures of all the countries have been also undergoing readjustment and
upgrading. In recent years, developed countries in the west are gradually entering the era of
knowledge economy and have started to shift to developing countries many labour-intensive
industries of weak international competitiveness. This process of croiss-country shift is pushing
forward an in-depth development of economic globalization. On the other hand, there has existed
a suplus of produtivity since the end of cold war. Due to this fact, economic globalization has
intensified the competition at the international market among enterprises from different countries.
It reflects the continuing expansion and mutual integration of market frontiers. Bl
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North-East India &
Its Bio-diversity

Chumki Saha
3" Semester, Department of Geography

North-East India not only either a place of rising Sun or ethnic & cultural diversity but
also a maga bio-diversity centre and a hotsport comparising of the states of Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Manipur, Maghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim. The region occupies
7.71 of India's total geographical area supporting 50% of the flora (8000 species) oif which
31.58% (2525 species) is endemic. The region is rich in orchids, Ferns, Oaks, Bamboos,
Magnolias and many other medicinal plants as well as rare and endanged animal species.

The following figures highlighted the significance of bio-diversity of the region an qualified
it to be a bio-diversity "Hotspot".

1. There are 51 forest types in the region which are broadly divided into six categories.
2. Outof 9 important vegetation types in India 6 are found in the NE region.
3. The floral species contributed a lot to the richness of highest bio-diversity in the NE states.
Floral species belong to about 200 plant families out of 315 recorded from NE India.
4. 4.10% of the flowering plants in the country are endmgered of the 1500 endomged floral
species, 800 is reported from NE.
The Major Threates of Rich Bio-diversity of the region are as follows :
1. Deforestration & Degradation.
2. Shifting agriculture (Thum Cultivation)
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_ X 2. Non-Governmental
.\ *C" Organization (NGOs) : Many
V P NGOs are now working for the
j conservation of bio-diversity of NE

India at local & grassroots levels.
#) Example-Aaranyak.

3. international Donor
= Agencies : International Donor
=4 Agencies in Meghalaya, Manipur and
Assam and Nagaland have been playing
crucial role in conserving diversity
w ,q. o through their respective projects.

International and
N atlonal Policies and Conventions

: All the international treaties and national

policies have significant impact on the

conservation of diversity in the north east India.
Government Steps for the Conservation of
Bio-diversity in NE Region :

3. Commercial Plantation.

4. Over exploitation of forest for firewood.

5. Infrastructural Development Big Dam, road
construction etc.

North East India has 4% (2.55.000 Km) 1. Under the Wild Life (Protection ) Act. 1972

of the total geographic area unde forest cover.
However the forest cover is repidly diappearig
from the entire region. This has now come down
to 25% only above cause. )
Conservation of Bio-diversity of NE Region :
1. Increase the awarness among people about
the importance of bio-diversity.
2. Preventing the cutting of trees. 3
3. Protected area should be developed for the
animals where no human activity are allow.
4. Reduced uncoordinated infrastructure
development. 4
5. Identification and classification of threatened
species need to be done.
6. Toreduced the growth rete of population in
that region which is unusually increasing day

Government creat National Parks, some turies,
conservation reserves & other types of
reserves. Example-Kaziranga National Park.

. Joint Forest Management (JFM) has been
adopted in 7 states (except Maghalaya) of
the ecoregion to regenerate, protect &
manage the degraded forest.

. Afforestation Proigrammes are also
implemented in NE regions. Example- the
"Apan Van Sheme" in Arunachal Pradesh
and "Angon Ban Porakalpa" in Tripura.

. Promotion of Organic states like Sikkim
which become completely organic by
reducing the use of chemicall in agriculture
have also decreased the associated negative
effects on bio-diversity.

by day. ) o ) Conclusion :
Some Agenc1es/§)rgamz.at10.ns W(.)rkl.ng for The North Eastern Bio-diversity hotsprt,
g‘e .conservatom of Bio-diversity in NE .., species diversity, draws significant tourism
egion :

due to its natural beauty, boosting the economy.
However, human activities are rapidly depoleting
this precious area's bio-diversity. Without
constration efforts, this natural treasure will vanish
quickly. So, the government, while increasing the
development efforts in these areas, should also
consider consentration of bio-diversity reading to
sustainable development in the region. HE

1. Central & State Research
Organizations : Such as Botanical survey
of India, Shillong, GB Part Institute of
Himalayan Environment & Developement,
Indian Council of Agricultural Research for
NE Hill Region, Regional Research
Laboratory, Jorhat etc.
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North-East India : an underdeveloped
region, Why?

Kausik Kumar Kayastha
5™ Semester, Department of Geography

North-East India is a part of India that shares alomost 98 percent of its border with other
countries and only 2 percent of its area with India. It occupies about 8% of the geographical
area in India. The N.E. region accounts for only 2.5 of India GD.P. and has consistently lagged
in growth compare to other parts of the country. This study aims to find the major cause of this
undevelopment and the way forward for the region.

In this article we will study the present situation of key sectors of economy and the major
causes of backwardness of the region —

Agriculture :

North-East India occupies about 8% of the total geographical area of India yet it occupies
only about 3% of the total net sown area of the country. In 2014-15 only 69% of the cultivable
land was under sown area in the region as against the national average of 77%. The low yield
crops and lack of irrigation facilities as well as low usages for fertilizer points towards primitive
agriculture practice. It is important that to mordernise the agriculture practices being followed in
the region which will go along way in enhancing production and improving the well being of a
large majority of people who are engaged in agricultural activities.

Infrastructure :

Power : Electricity generation and power supply is a critical component of development
of any area. However N.E. India regions a power deficient are with net deficiency of 2.7% with
Sikkim and Meghalaya being the only with a net deficit less than national average. At present the
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status are not being able to meet their existing power
requirement and establishment of industries
because of this issue.

Banking :

Banks form the backbone of any economy
and play a role in development of the nation.
However is 2018 in N.E. India region have 10282
banks. The total credit given by sheduled
commercial banks was only Rs. 747 billion which
less than 1% of total credit given by country. This
region have lack of banking facilities for agriculture
and there is a need to push for greater banking
facilities in agriculture and rural areas.
Telecommunication and Internet :

It has become the lifeline of bussiness and
industries along with educations 10 healthcare. It
play a greater role in development of a rural area.
It is a sad fact that all the state in the region rank
very poorly in index. This is not good sign. There is
an urgent need to established the required facilities
so as to connect the remote areas of the region and
make them a part of Indias digital revolution.
Transportation :

It is a basic infrustructure and is a key
parameter for the success of any economy. But
only 32% of the tolta roads in the area are surface.
Yet roadways are one area where the region is
better of compared to other aspect of
infrustructure.

The railway network is very ba in this region
except Assam. The other state still remain fairly
disconnected from Indian railway network. As
such is aneed to give an increased push to rainlway
routes to this region.

Air connectivity is also not very good
condition. Most of the airports having very few
sheduled flight. In this region espicially in terms of
attracting foriegn touriest so is very important to
established a proper connectivity.

High Potential Area :

Mineral : Itis very okey natural resource that
have play a role to developed the country. It have
granits lime stone, uranium, china clay, marble, natural
gas, oil etc. The regionn is rich in nature resource but
ther have no any sustainable development policy to
protect these resource for the country.
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Tourism :

It is the most important industries in the
world. The N.E. India region have a unique
tropography as a very popular tourist destination.
The region have Kaziranga, Majuli, Meghalaya,
Namdhapha etc and many other site. The total no
of tourist visit region is 0.5% which is very poor. It
is time to develop the infrustructure and market to
attact the tourist for this region.

N.E, India is a region with a large bio-
diversity hotsport. The region is home to the tribal
people of the region have also preserve the
medicine plants and silkworms, muga silk, other
goilden silk etc industry are found. But this have
remains untapped. So we take action to make it
profitable for the country.

Border Trade :

N.E. India have a unique geographical
location. It share 98% of the houndary to other
country. This region make relation to indo-
Bangladesh, Mynmar, Bhutan borders to trade with
other. It is essentential to upgrade the facilities
through out the region for better trading facility
and able to productions of good which exported
through the region.

Policy Initiative by Government :

The Government of India come up with look
east policy in 90's to promote trade with this region.
In 2014 this has been replaced which expand the
scope of the policy. The India govt. ministries and
departments, most of the are which still at a saseient
stage and there is need to sustained efforts and
took part to achieve the goals of the policy.
Conclusion :

India s a fastest growing major economic of
the world. But there are a number of step to take by
the government for the N.E. region. There is a need
for continuous efforts to ensure the success of this
region. The focus is for N.E. India to be ensuring a
complete socio-economic development that will not
only bring economic growth but also preserve the
unique tradition and culture of this region. It is
essential to exploit the natural and minarals
resources of this region for the sustainable manner
and development of the North East india. HE
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Climate of North-East India _

Nabanita Das
31 Semester, Department of Geography

Location of North-East India :

North East India is located in the northern
hemisphere and it is the north-eastern part of India.
The altitude of the region varies from almost sea-
level to over 7000 meter above mean 20° N
latitude and 29°30 N latitude and 89°46' E
langitude and 97°3(Y E longitude. The northern
an eastern boundaries of this region are natural
barries represented by the high Himalayan
Mountains and Patkai Hill ranges respectively.
These natural barriers have a major impact on
the climate of this region and also have political
importance.

Factor influencing the climate of this region :

The climate of this region is controlled by
some important factors like location, the Himalaya
and other physiographic features, the situation and
alignment of the hills, plateaus and mountains. The
Patkai and other hills in the east and the
Meghalaya plateau in the middle have affected
the general tropical warm climate of the region.
The area has a subtropical climate influenced by
its relief and influences from the south-west and

northeastern monsoons. Temperatures vary by
altitude with the warmest places being in the
Brahmaputra river plains and the coldest at the
higest altitudes in Arunachal Pradesh.
Climatic characteristics of this region :

From the loation of these region we can
see that this region is located between the latitude
22°N and the Tropic of cancer passes through
Tripura and Mizoram which is southern part of
this region. Therefore this region falls under the
tropical monsoon climate. The most important
character of the climate of this region is the
alteration of hot and humid season and cool and
dry season in a year. On the other hand this region
is encircled on three sides by high mountain ranges
and precipitous plateau Meghalaya and the course
of south-west monsson winds have provided its
climate semewhat different from that of the other
parts of India. The south-west monsoon is the
main source of rain in this region.

In summer the tempereture lies within the
range of 20°C to 38°C in the plains. The high
altitude regions of North-East India such as
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Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Nagaland and
Meghalaya have a mean summer temperature
between 12°C to 20°C. The annual avarage
rainfall over northeast is 2062 mm.

There are four distinct seasons in the North
East India — monsoon season, which continues
from early June to September, Premonsoon
season, winter season and Autum season.

The region may be divided into 4 climatic
sub-regions based mainly on altitude Firstly, the
plains and foothills upto a height of 1500m have
essentially tropical monsoon climate with
temperature ranging between 10°C to 36°C and
an avarage annual rainfall of 180cm. Secondly,
the area is between 1500m and 3000 m fall under
tempetrate climate region. Thirdly, the areas, lying
between 3000m and 6000m can be said to have
Alpine climate. Fourthly, the highest parts of the
eastern Himalaya, above 6000m have essentially
Tundra climate.

Weather condition in Meghalaya :

Meghalaya is subject to vagaries of the
monsoon. The climate varies with altitude. The
environment of Khasi and Jaintia Hills is uniquely
pleasant and bracing. It is neither cozy in summer
nor too chilly in winter season, yet over the levels
of Garo Hills, the environment is cozy and damp,
other than is wintertime. The Meghalaya sky
seldom remains free of clouds.

Weather condition in Mizoram :

The Tropic of cancer runs through the
middle of Mizoram. The climate is temperate with
great summer seasons as well as not-so-cold
winter seasons. Winter is very enjoyable, the skies
are splendidly blue and also the sunlight is
exceptionally pleasant. The avarage temperatures
are 11°-21°Cin winter and 20°-29°C in summer.
Weather condition in Nagaland :

Rains are heavy in Nagaland. The ordinary
rains are between 175cm and also 250 centimetres.
Most of the hefty rainfall is throughout the 4 months
from June to May are reduced. Solid winds impact
from the North West in February and also March.
The climate is enjoyable.

Weather conditions in Sikkim :
The climate of the state has been roughly

divided into the tropical temperature level and
alphine zones. For a lot of the duration in a year,
the climate is cool as well as damp as rains occur
in moth. The area experiences heavy rains
because of its closeness to the Bay of Bengal.
Weather conditions in Tripura :

Tripura enjoys a typical monsoon climate
with differences ranging from sub-tropical to
temperate conditions in hilly areas. The rapid
changes in topography results in considerable
climate changes within a brief time. The terrain,
soil and also climate of Tripura are preferable
matched from rain-fed horticulture. The year being
divisible to four particular seasons winter season,
premonsoon, Gale and Message downpour. The
avarage Annual Rainfall is 2100 mm.

Climatic condition in Manipur :

The climate of Manipur is moderate.
Climate in the western part of the state is tropical
whereas the rest part of the state experiences sub
tropical climate with distinct summer, winter and
rainy seasons. The valley gets the reflection of
the heat of the summer and the cold of the winter
from the neighboring hills. Avarage annual rainfall
ranges from 1250mm to 2700mm.

Climate condition of Arunachal Pradesh :

The climate is highly hot and humid at the
lower altitudes and in the valleys covered by
swampy dense forest particularly in the eastern
section, while it becomes exceedingly cold in
higher altitudes. The rainfall of this region is
amongest the heaviest in the country.

Climate condition of Assam :

The climate of Assam is typically "Tropical
Monsoon Rainforest Climate'. People here enjoy
amoderate climate all throughout the year with
warm summers and mild winters. While the plains
of Assam have a tropical climate with high humdity
the hills have a sub-alpine type of climate.

The North-East region has experienced
noteable changes in the pattern of major climate
variables such as rainfall and temperature. Avarage
temperatures are projected to increase in almost
all the states of the region while annual rainfall is
also reported to increase in almost 3/4 th of the
states. HE
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Physiography of Assam

Pratyashi Kashyap Baruah
37 Semester, Department of Geography

The state of Assam comprises of three physiographical divisions, namely,
the Brahmaputra valley, the Barak valley and the Karbi-Anglong and the North-
Cachar hills.

Th Brahmaputra Valley in Assam in approximately 80 to 100 km wide and
almost 1000km long. The wislth of the river itself is 16 km at many places within
the valley.

The hills of Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao district and those in and around
Guwahati and North Guwahati are originally parts of the South Indian plateau
system. The average height of these hills in Assam varies from 300m to 400m to
amaximum of about 2000n almost. These are also hills in the North Bank bordering
Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh as well as those near Burma.

The Southern Barak valley is seperated by the Karbi Anglong and Dima
Hasao district and those in and around Guwahati and North Guwahati are originally
parts of the South Indian plateau system. The average height of these hills in
Assam varies from 300m to 400m to a maximum of about 2000m almost. These
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are also hills in the north bank boardering Bhutan
and Arunachal Pradesh as well as those near
Barma.

The southern barak valley is separated by
the Karbi Anglong and North Cachar Hills from
the Brahmaputra Valley in Assam. The Barak
originates from the Barail Range in the boarder
areas of Assam, Nagaland and Manipur and flowing
through the district of Cachar, it converges with
the Brahmaputra in Bangladesh. Barak Valley in
Assam is a small valley with a coverage with and
length of approximately 40 to 50 km.

With the "Tropical Monsoon Rainforest
Climate', Assam is a temperate region and
experiences heavy rainfall and humidity. Winter
lasts from late October to late February. The
minimum temperature is 6 to 8 degree celsius.
Nights and early mornings are foggy and rain is
scanty.

Summer starts in mid May, accompanied by
high humidity and rainfall. The maximum
temperature is 35 to 38 degree celsius, but the
frequent rain reduces this. The peak of the
mansoons is during June. Thunderstorms are
frequent strims known as Bordoisila are frequent
in the afternoons during the Bihu seasons.

Assam is a part of the Biodiversity Hotspot
area. There are a number of tropical rainforests in
Assam, including the Dehing Patkai rainforest.
Moreover, there are riverine grass lands, bamboo
orchards and numerous wetland ecosystems. Many
of these areas have been protected by developing
national parks and reserved forests. The Kaziranga
and Manas are the two World Heritage sites in the
region. The Kaziranga is the home for the rare
Indian rhinocerous, while Manas is a tiger sanctuary.

A few of the major birds in Assam are — the
blue-throated barbet or hetuluka, the white winged
wood duck or deuhah (cairena scultulate), the
Pallas's fish eagle or kuruwa, the great piad hornbill
or rajdhanesh, the Himalayan golden backed three
toed woodpocker or barhoitiuka and the migratory
pelican.

Assam is also known for orchids and also

/

L

for valuable plant species and forest produts.

Apart from the rhinocerous and the tiger,
the spotted deer or dolharina (cervus duvauceli),
the clouded leapard (nesfelis nehulosa), the hoolock
gibbon or holsubander, nol-gahari (sus salvanis),
the wild baffalo, the hispid hare, the golden langur,
the golden cat, the giant cuet, the binturang, the
hog badger, the civet can and the porcupine are all
found in the state. Moreover, there are abundent
numbers of Gangetic dolphins, mangooses, giant
squrrels and pythons.

The region is also prone to natural disasters.
High rainfall, deforestation and other factors which
have resulted in annual floods. These often cause
widespread loss of life, livelihood and property.

The region is also prone to earthquake, mild
tremors are common, but strong earthquakes are
rare. There have been three strong earthquakes in
1869. The bank of the Barak sank by 15 ft. In
1897 there was a tumar which neasured 8.3 on
the monemtn magnitude scale and another in 1950
which measured 8.6.

Assam is endowed with pertroleum, natural
gas, cool, limestone and many other minerals such
as magnetic quartizite kaslin, sillimainites, clay and
feldspar. A small quantity of iron are is also available
in wesern part of Assam.

The upper Assam district are major reseves
of oil and gas. Petroleum was discovered in Assam
in 1889. Itis estimated that Assam and surrounding
region possess around 150 million tonnes of
petroleum reseves. Assam has rich limestone
reserves. The major reserves of limestone are in
Dima Hasao and Karbi Anglong district. A total
reserve of 97 million tonnes of limestone has been
found in these two districts and almost half of the
reserve is of cement grade.

Moreover, there is an estimated reserve of
365 million tonnes of limestone near Umrangshu
in Dima Hasao district. Among the minor minerals,
there are quartizite reserves in the Nagaon district,
kaslin reserves in Kabri Anglong and the Lakhimpur
districts and sillimanite bearing rocks in Karbi
Anglong district. HE
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Environment and Sustainable Development

Nishita Saharia
3rd Semester, Economics Department

Sustainable development is an approach to growth and human
development that aims to meet the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

The concept of sustainable development is related to save the
environment. Environment and development UN conference was held
in 1992. It was known as Earth Summit. In 2000, A world summit
was held in Jahannesburg. Its subject matter was "Sustainable
development.”

Objective of Sustainable Development :

There are three aims of sustainable development; first, the
‘economic' which will help to attain balanced growth, second, the
"Environment", to preserve the ecosystem and third, "Society" which
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will guarantee equal access to resources to all
human beings. The key principle of sustainable
development is the integration of environmental,
social and economic concerns into all aspects of
decision-making.

Need for Sustainable Development :

Thee are several challanges that need
attention in the area of economic development
and environmental depletion. Hence the idea of
sustainable development is essential to address
these issues.

The need for sustainable development
arises to curb or prevent environmental
degradation. It will resources. It will help in finding
alternative sources to regenerate renewable
energy resources. It ensures a safer human life
and a safer future for the next generation.

The Covid-19 pandemic has underscored
the need to keep sustainable development at the
very core of very development strategy. The
pandemic has challanged the health infrastructure,
adversely impacted livelihoods and exacerbated
the inequality in the food and nutritional availability
in the country. The immediate impact of the covid-
19 pandemic enabled the country toi focus on
sustainable development. In these difficult times,
several reform measures have been taken by
government. The state governments also
responded with several measures to support those
affectd by the pandemic through various initiatives
and reliefs to fight against this pandemic.

How to Practise sustainable

Development?

The concept of sustainable development
was born to address the growing and changing
environmental challenges that our planet is facing.
In order to do this, awareness must be spread
among the people with the help of many campaigns

and social activities. People can adopt a
sustainable lifestyle by taking care of a few things
such as switching off the lights when not in use;
thus, they save electricity. People must use public
transport as it will reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and air pollution. They should save water
and not waste food. They build a habit of using
eco-friendly products. They should minimise waste
preducts. They should minimise waste generation
by adopting to the principle of the 4R's which stands
for refuse, reduce, reuse and recycle.

The concept of sustainable development
nust be included in the education system so that
students get aware of it and start practising a
sustainable lifestyle. With the practising a
sustainable lifestyle. With the help of powered
youth & local communities, many educational
institutions should be opened to educated people
about sustainable development. Thus, adopting
to a sustainable lifestyle will help to save our Earth
for future generations. Moreover, the government
of India has taken a number of initiatives on both
mitigation and adoption strategies with an
emphasis on clean and efficient energy systems;
resillient urban infrastructure; water conservation
& preoservation safe, smart & sustainable green
transportation networks; planned afforestation
etc. The government has also supported various
sections such as agriculture, forestry, coastal and
low-lying systems and disaster management.

Sustainable development represents a
crucial pathway for achieving long-term progress
by balancing economic growth, social equity and
environmental stewardship. It emphasizes meeting
todays need without Jeopardizing the ability of
future generations to meet theirs. By integrating
these principles into policy and practice, we can
build a more resilient and equitable worlds for all.

""Be a part of the solution not
part of the pollution."
""Be the change, make the world green."
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Karabi Sahariah

5t Semester, Department of Geography

The Dehing Patkai Festival is celebrated in
the eastern part of the north-eastern state of
Assam. The Dehing Patkai Festival in Dehing is
named after the majestic Patkai range and the
mischievous Dehing river. Itis a one year festival
held at Lakhapani in Tinsukia. It is organized by
the government of Assam, providing the tourists
with boundless chances for fun and feast.

Aims of the Festival :

The main aims of the festival is to promote
natural beauty and to attracts more tourists into
the state at the best time of the year. It is a festival
that show cases the Assamese tribal culture an
there are around 20 tribes that actively take part
in the events at the festival.

History of the Festival :

the festival was inaugurated in the year 2002
and Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam was the first chief guest
for the festival. This festival is organized by the
government of Assam to promote natural beauty

aid to attract more tourists into the state at the
bet time of the year.
Sevents at the Festival :

The huge celebration incorporated
indigenous assamese community fairs, tea tours,
adventure sports and glofing. The visitors at the
festival can take and elephant safari and get to
know about the wildlife closely. There are huge
food festivals, craft fairs, cultural functions and
many other events arranged for the tourists.

The tribal people take part to exhibit their
traditional dance and music forms along main aim
of the festival is to preserve local and native culture
and tradition. The festival also offers an outing to
the second world war burial grounds which talks
about the history of the past and offers the tourists
with some interesting insights on some unique facts.

The food festival is important where tribal
an other delicacies are displayed to the tourists.
Para-sailing and Kayaking are some of the
adventure sports arranged for tourists. BB
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Once upon a time in a small town, there
lived a boy named jamie. Jemie was known for
his toughness. He never showed any emotion, and
he certainly never cried. He had grown up with
the belief that “boys don’t cry.”

Once sunny afternoon, Jamie’s best
friend, Lily, invited him to her house to play. They
spent the day exploring the woods behind her
house, climbing trees, and laughing. As the sun
began to set, they sat on a large rock near a bub-
bling stream.

Lily turned to Jamei and said, ““You know,
Jamie, it’s okay to cry sometimes. It doesn’t make
you weak.”

Jamie looked at her, surprised, “Boys
don’tcry,” he replied, his voice firm.

Lily smiled gently and said “But every-
one has feelings, Jamie. Even tough boys like you.
Holding back your tears doesn’t make you stron-
ger, it just keeps you pain inside.”

=

Prabin Mandal
3" Semester, Department of Economics

Jamie thought about what Lily had said.
He remembered all the times he had wanted to
cry but didn’t because he was afraid of what oth-
ers might think. He realized thnat he had been
carrying a heavy emotional burden for along time.

Tears welled up in Jamie’s eyes, and he
finally let them flow. He cried for all the times he
had held back his feelings. He cried for the loss
of his pet dog last year. He cried for all the pain
he had hidden.

Lily put her arm around Jamie and let him
cry. She knew that this moment was important
for her friend. Jamie realized that it was okay to
cry, and he felt a weight lifts from his shoulders.

From that day on, Jamie didn’t hold back
his tears anymore. He learned that expressing his
emotions made him feel lighter and more con-
nected to others. And he knew that Lily had tought
him one of life’s most Valuable lessons: that It’s
okay for boys to cry need to. Bl
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G 20 Bharat 2023 India

Nishad Nadia Hasan
3rd Semester
Economics Dept.

The G20, a group so grand.

Brings nations together, hand in hand.

They talk and discuss, economic affairs,

To bring benefits to countries, with their cares.

First, economic growth is their aim.

To make our country strong. without any blame.
With policies and measures, they stimulate,
More jobs and higher incomes, we appreciate.

Trade facilitation is another goal.

Reducing barriers, to make trade whole.
Our businesses can export, with ease.
Expanding markets, and attracting overseas.

Investment opportunities, they showcase,
Attracting foreign funds, to our place.
New businesses are born, creating jobs.
Technology and knowledge, they lob.

Financial stability is a must

Preventing crises, with their trust.
Protecting our institutions, with care.
Investors have confidence, everywhere.

Global challenges they face.

Climate change, proverty's disgrace.
Working together, with shared knowledge.
Improving our world, like a college.

In summary, the G20's impact is grand.
Promoting growth, across the land.
Trade, investment, stability too.
Collaboration on challenges, they pursue.
For our country's well-being, they strive.
Bringing prospertity, for us to thrive. HEll

L (U

Race in Ethnicity

Karan Sarkar
3rd Semester

Born from a woman

she grows —

So, women

Mother; —

And, that's how it is

Sheis

mother of the nation,
Onits purity

The purity of the nation depends on; —
From the female character
The failed nation

Borns —

Understand —

The purity of women
what is the need ! HE
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And switch towards
togetherness

Chiranjeeb Deka
3rd Semester

I have seen lot of ants

and learnt their entity;

and have heard their believeness.
Their silent pace inspire me

to fuel the chain of helpness;

let's be epistemological

towards the way of togetherness.
Our enthusiasm germinate
through strong cooperation,

the unity we compensate

will lead to our destination.

Let's be camouflaged through unity
with the hope of prosperity;
Earning sake of fate

will contribute harmony.

Let our culture be shine

amidst of diversity;

The unity we compile

will compel us into humanity.
with the strong determination
through raised cooperation;

Let us fullfill the dream

towards a united one nation.

Let our bonding be preserved
through the chain of patriotism
the unity we deserved

with the cooperative mechanism.
In Gandhiji's word —

"Truth alone Triumph"

by not being gumph,

or chase victory of bonding

And switch towards togetherness. Bl

=2

Hammered Emotion

Early Sarma
5th Semester
English Dept.

I know you are lying

And my heart is pumping hard

I can feel the wind of fear.

My eyes covered with a blue
Mind is sad

I can read the wind of fear

That somethig has already

faded away.

My mind is full of curiousity
Though I'm not afraid

But I admit it will leave into pieces.
I'am holding the wind this time.
And whispered ready to taste rest. Bl
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In the Embrace of Rajasthan : A Journey
Beyond Time

AnubhabBharadwayj
5th Semester, Zoology Department

It was a journey that promised to be more
than just a trip—a deep dive into a world where
history, legend, and landscape fused to create
something beyond the ordinary. Rajasthan was
calling, with its fabled past, royal palaces, vibrant
cities, and untamed deserts. Little did I know that
this trip would not just be an exploration of a
place, but a journey into another time.

October 10, 2023: As my plane touched
down in Jaipur, the air was thick with anticipation.
The Pink City greeted me with its rose-hued
buildings, a soft glow of history draped over every
facade. My first stop was the Amber Fort, where
centuries-old walls rose like golden giants from
the hills, overlooking Maota Lake. I chose to
ascend on foot, the ancient stones beneath me
whispering stories of warriors and maharanis. The
Sheesh Mahal awaited me at the top, a hall where
tiny mirrors sparkled like the night sky. Here, light
danced with shadows, creating an illusion of stars
suspended in mid-air—each step felt like stepping
into a dream.

October 11, 2023: The next day, |
wandered through the intricate latticework of the
Hawa Mahal. Its honeycomb structure wasn’t just
an architectural marvel, but a symbol of the veiled
life of royal women, who once peeked through
these windows at the bustling streets below.
Jaipur’s bazaars were a sensory overload—vivid
fabrics, sparkling jewels, and the scent of spices
hanging heavy in the air. Butit wasn’t just the sights

and sounds that captured me; it was the pulse of
life here, where the modern and the ancient lived
in a delicate dance.

October 13,2023: From Jaipur, I ventured
deeper into Rajasthan, arriving in Jodhpur, the
Blue City. The view from Mehrangarh Fort was
like a scene from a painting—a sea of indigo
houses spread across the arid landscape,
stretching as far as the eye could see. But the fort
itself was more than just a vantage point; it was a
living monument to Rajasthan’s fierce spirit.
Massive, imposing, and intricately carved, it was
a fortress that had stood strong against time,
battles, and weather. As I wandered through its
vast courtyards and museums, I could almost hear
the echoes of royal processions and the clashing
of swords.

October 14, 2023: The journey grew
wilder as I traveled to Jaisalmer, a city that rose
like a golden mirage in the heart of the Thar Desert.
Jaisalmer Fort was unlike any other—it wasn’t
just amonument but a living city, with winding
alleys, bustling markets, and ancient temples
within its walls. I lost myself in its labyrinthine
streets, where every corner seemed to reveal a
piece of history preserved in amber sandstone.
But the real magic of Jaisalmer began as I left the
city behind and entered the desert. The golden
dunes stretched endlessly, their curves shaped by
the wind. As night fell, I found myself sitting by a
campfire under a blanket of stars, the silence of
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the desert broken only by the haunting melody of a
folk song played on the sarangi. It was amoment of
pure enchantment, where time seemed to stand still.

October 16, 2023: My journey ended in
Udaipur, a city that felt like a breath of fresh air
after the desert. Often called the Venice of the
East, Udaipur was a serene escape, with its
shimmering lakes and grand palaces. The City
Palace, perched on the edge of Lake Pichola,
was a sight to behold. Its marble walls reflected
in the still waters, creating a vision of ethereal
beauty. As I sailed across the lake at sunset, the

sky ablaze with colors, I couldn’t help but feel
that I had stepped into a painting. Udaipur was a
place where reality and fantasy blurred, where
the past was never far from the present.
Rajasthan had been more than just a
destination—it was a journey through layers of
history, culture, and legend. As I boarded my flight
back home, I realized that this was a place that
had seeped into my soul. The memories of its forts,
deserts, and palaces would stay with me, a
constant reminder of a land where time stood still
and where every stone had a story to tell. mm
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Contribution of Sudhakantha Dr. Bhupen Hazarika
towards Assam in the field of literature and politics.

Suyeata Mazumdar
Political Science

Intoduction :

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika, affectionatel known
as sudhakantha was a towering figure in Assam,
making indelible marks in the fields of literature
and politics. His life's Journey was marked by an
unwavering commitment to the cultural and social
fabric of Assam. In this comprehensive essay, we
will explore his multifaceted contributions to Assam,
deling into his literary prowers and his impact on
the political landscape of the state.

Early life and Education :

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika was born on
September, 8, 1926 in Sadia, Assam. His early
education took place in Assam, where he displayed
aremarkable optitude for literature and music from
ayoung age. After completing his intial education,
he pursued higher studies in Banaras Hindu
University and later, columbia University in the
lenited states. These formative years abroad
exposed him to diverse cultures and ideologies that
would greatly influence his future work.
Literary Contributions :

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika's poetic Prowers is
evident in his numerous poems and song lyrics.
His compositions were deeply roted in the culture
and traditions of Assam, celebrating its nature
beauty and the struggles of its people. Songs like
‘Bistirno Poarore' and 'Manuhe Manuhor Babe' are
fimeless classics that continue to resonate with
Assamese people.

Music Composition :

He was not only a lyricist but also a music

composer, blending traditional Assamese folk music

£

oy

R

with modern tunes. His fesion of Bihu, Goalparia
and other regional music styles helped bring
Assamese music to a global audience.
Cinematic work :

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika was a prolific comoser
for Assamese and Indian cinema. His compositions
for Assamese films like 'Shakuntala' and
'Pratidhwani' earned critical aulaim and contributed
to the regional film industry's growth.

Literary works :

Apart from music, he authored several
books and essays, exploring themes ranging from
culture and society to politics and philosophy. His
writings reflected his deep intellectual engagement
with the issues foeing Assam and India.

Political Engagement :

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika's Political Journey was
intertwined with his love for Assam and its people.
He used his influence and popularity to advocate
for social justice and cultural preservation.

Voice for the Marginalized :

he was a vocal advocate for the rights of
marginalized communities in Assam, particularly
the tea garden workers and the indigenous tribes.
His songs and speeches resonated with their
struggles, bringing their issues to the porefront of
the political agenda.

Region Identity :

Bhupen Hazarika was a stauneh promoter
of Assamese identity. His music and writings
played a pivotal role in fostering a sense of pride
and unity among the Assamese people, especially
during periods of political turmoil.

iﬂ*f”l’f TG SR RAIETE ST, 2033-20 77



Language and Culture :

He championed the preservation and
promotion of the Assamese language and culture.
His efforts were instrumental in reviving interest
in traditional cultural practices and indigenous art
forms.

Political Roles :

While not a career politician, Dr. Bhupen
Hazarika did serve as a Member of the Legislative
Assembly (MLa) in Assam. His political career
was marked by a commitment to addressing issues
related to education, culture and social welfare.
Legacy :

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika's legacy continues to
thrive in Assam and beyond. His music, poetry and
political activism have left an indelible mark on the
cultural and political landscape of the state.
Musical legacy :

His songs continue to be an integral part of
Assamese culture, celebrated during festivals,
cultural events and everyday life. They have
fronscended generations, remaining as relevant
today as they were when first composed.
Cutural Preservation :

Bhupen Hazarika's efforts to preserve and
promate Assamese culture have had a losting
impact. Institutions like the Srimanta Sankardev
Kalakshetra and cultural festivals stand as

/

testaments to his vision.
Inspiration :

He continues to inspire artists, musicians
and activists not only in Assam but across India.
His life story, dedication and creative genius serve
as a sounce of inspiration for those seeking to make
a positive impact on society.

Conclusion :

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika, Sudhakantha, was a
true son of Assam, whose contributions in literature
and politics have left an indelible mark on the state's
cultural and social fabric. His music still resonates
in the hearts of the people, his works continue to
inspire, and his commitment to the welfare of
Assam's people remains a guiding light. The legacy
of Dr. Bhupen Hazarika serves as a reminder of
the transformative power of Art and the ending
impact one individual can have on aregion's. Dr.
Bhupen Hazarika, Sudhakantha, was a true son of
Assam, whose contributions in literature and politics
have left an indelible mark on the state's cultural
and social fabric. His music still resonates in the
hearts of the people, his words continue to inspire,
and his commitment to the walfare of Assam's
people remains a guiding light. The legacy of Dr.
Bhupen Hazarika serves as a reminder of the
transformative power of Art and the ending impact
one individual can have on a region's identity and
politics. HE
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Principals of Mangaldai College

Estd. 1951

Name From
Sri Purandar Sarma, M.A., BI, 20.09.1951
Sri Prabodh Ch. Goswami, M.A., BT. 12.09.1966
MD. Abdul Mazid, M.A., LLB 01.07.1977
Dr. Purna Ch. Bora, M.A., Ph.D. (in Charge) 18.08.1983
MD. Abdul Mazid, M.A., LLB 19.03.1988
Dr. Purna Ch. Bora, M.A., Ph.D. (in Charge) 01.03.1990
Sri Gopi Nath Sarma, M.A. (in Charge) 01.04.1992
Sri Siba Kanta Sarma, M.A., LLB 01.07.1992
Dr. L Nath, M.Sc, BT, M. Phil, Ph.D. 01.06.1996
Dr. (Mrs.) Amiya Devi, M.A., Ph.D. (in Charge) 01.04.1999
Dr. G.C. Goswami, M.Sc., BT, M. Phil, Ph.D. 01.08.2000
Dr. H.K. Goswami, M.A., Ph.D. (in Charge) 01.05.2001
Dr. R.K. Roy, M.A., Ph.D. (in Charge) 01.06.2004
Dr. J.C. Nath, M.A., Ph.D. 01.12.2004
Mr. S. Rahman, M.Sc., LLB (in Charge) 01.09.2007
Mr. B.K. Medhi, M.Sc. (in Charge) 17.01.2009
Mr. N. Mudai, M.Sc. LLB (in Charge) 01.11.2010
Mrs. B. Goswami, M.Sc. (in Charge) 07.06.2011
Dr. K.K. Nath, M.Sc., Ph.D. 20.01.2012
Dr. Kamala Kanta Bora, M.Sc., Ph.D. (in charge)  01.02.2022
Mr. Manimugdha Barthakur, M.A. (in charge) 22.02.2022
Dr. Kamala Kanta Bora, M.Sc., Ph.D. 31.03.2022
‘@’ﬁﬂ NG 2 AT DA, 033-29 TF
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11.09.1966
30.06.1977
17.08.1983
18.03.1988
28.02. 1990
31.03.1992
30.06.1992
31.05.1996
31.03.1999
31.07.2000
31.04.2001
31.05.2004
30.11.2004
31.08.2007
16.01.2009
31.10.2010
06.06.2011
20.01.2012
31.01.2022
11.02.2022
30.03.2022
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Teacher's Achievement

FDPs done under
SWAYAM-NPTEL LOCAL CHAPTER (LCID-5819)
S. No. Name of the Faculty Designation
1. Dr. Seema Jyoti Associate Professor, Department of Zoology
2. Dr. Kunjalata Baruah Assistant Professor, Department of Education
3. Dr. Barnali Deka Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science
4.  Bijoy Krishna Talukdar Guest Faculty, Bachelor of Vocation
5. TunujaBoro Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology
6. Krishna Das Assistant Professor, Department of Zoology

Congratulations to Ma’am Dr Debashree Kakati
for being one of the 194 National Level Master
Trainers in Indian Knowledge System (IKS)
selected by the UGC, Govt. of India.
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